Government Response to
Finance and Public Administration References Committee Report

A Funding Matter under the Dairy Regional Assistance Programme

Introduction

The Government is committed to transparency and accountability in administering grants
programmes. It has accepted the recommendations of the Commnuittee and has ensured
these issues have been addressed in the policy and processes for the new Regional
Partnerships Programme.

While accepting the Committee recommendations, it notes the comment by Government
Senators that:

On the whole, the government Senators welcome this repurt as an opportunity to
identify areas for improvement in the department’s administration of future funding
programmes. Government Senators agree that this case has demonstrated ceriain
weaknesses in the interpretation and application of relevant funding guidelines
which should be examined by the department. However, several conclusions
reached by the majority report are overstated, or not backed up by sufficient
evidence to be justified. We therefore wish to place some additional commenrts on
the record.

The additional comments and points of dissent from government Senators are noted in the
Government's Response.
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