PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSIONER

Ms Sue Morton
Secretary
Senate Finance and Public Administration References Committee

Parliament House
CANBERRA ACT 2600

Dear Ms Morton

I am writing to provide a corrigendum to the Australian Public Service Commission’s
submission to the inquiry into recruitment and training in the Australian Public Service
(APS) by the Senate Finance and Public Administration References Committee.

The corrigendurn is largely the result of new data supplied by agencies on graduate and
traineeship figures and to correct the use of incorrect source data.

The changes are detailed below:

Page 23 Paragraph 4 Delete the paragraph. The reference to non-graduates in the first
sentence was an attempt to identify people recruited to the base entry level classifications
who were not formally designated as graduate recruits. There are, however, graduates
recruited to these classifications who fall outside of the formal graduate entry programs.
The source data that this calculation was based on has also been revised, but it is
technically difficult to extract comparable data to provide a revised figure. The second
sentence was based on incorrect source data. Based on correct data the figure 1s 54 per
cent of trainees engaged in 2000-2001 were graduates. It should be emphasised that this
only relates to the trainee classification and not to the other base entry-level
classifications (APS 1-4). Furthermore the figures are dependent on information provided
by agencies and there is scope to improve the quality of information that is provided.

Page 24 Paragraph 5: Replace first sentence with:

“Since 1997, the level of total trainee recruitment, including graduate
recruitment identified in the trainee classification, has fallen as percentage of all
engagements—falling from 21.7 per cent in 1997 to 12.7 per cent in 2001. The
new Appendix 4 shows that actual trainee engagements have been steady or
growing since 1997. The percentage decline is therefore a consequence of
increased above base recruitment since 19977,
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Page 25: Replace Figure 17 with the attachment which is based on the latest data on
trainees (including graduates). The pattern is almost the same but there is a change to the
scale.

Appendix 4: Replace Appendix 4 with the attachment which reflects the latest data on
trainees (including graduates).

I apologise for the errors in our submission and hope that the revised information is of
assistance to the Committee.

Yours sincerely

/3 August 2002
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