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Government response to SFPARC Review of the Operation of the 
Order  for  the Production of Indexed Lists of Departmental Files 

I refer to the report of the Senate Finance and Public Administration 
References Committee's (SFPARC's) Review of the Operation of the 
Order for the Production of Indexed Lists of Departmental Files, tabled in 
the Senate on 5 Febniary 1997. The Government's response to the 
Committee's reco~nmendations are as follows: 

First reference 
The most eficient and egective way of ensuring that the information 
required to be tabled is available on the public record. 

Recommendation: 
"As an interim measure and subject to the availability of resources, 
it is recommended that file lists from a small number of departments 
which kstoricaliy have received a large number of FOI requests be 
piit on the Senate home page on the internet on a trial basis. Links 
to the home pages of the departments involved be established. The 
trial should run for six months. At the end of the trial period this 
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cormnittee would assess the usage of the file lists and report to the 
Senate on: 

whether the practice should be extended to all file lists; and 
the most appropriate location(s) on the Internet for the lists." 

Government response: 
Tlus is a matter for decision by the relevant parliamentary 
authorities, having regard to ail the costs involved. 

Fourth reference 
Any iegd or prncticcii ti@czrlries encowtered b,y ug-er2oe.s in cort~piy~ng 
wrth the order. 

Recommendatio~l: 
"It is reco~nmended that the order be amended to exclude the titles 
of files whose national sectirity classification is Confidential, Secret 
or Top Secret or their equivale~lt." 

Government response: 
The Govenunent agrees. 

Yours sincerely 

Nick Minchin 


