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Preface

The Committee's Terms of Reference

On 31 March 1976, by resolution of the Senate, the

Committee was given the following reference:-

"Australia and the Indian Ocean Region'.

Scope of the Inquiry

The Committee in its considerations of the reference
decided to examine and report on the subject with emphasis on
the period 1972 to 1976, This period of time was chosen having
in mind that the Indian Ocean region had been reported on by
the Joint Committee on Foreign Affairs in 1971 and therefore
an in-depth examination of the situation prior te 1971 was not

considered necessary.,

In its deliberations the Committee decided to update
and supplement the 1971 Report and to broaden the scope of its
inquiry to include South East Asia and Indonesia (not considered
in the 1971 Report) and nations that have become independent
since 1971. The Committee in its inquiry examined the
reference from Australia's role in the region, the presence and
influence of the superpowers, the relationships between the
littoral states and their relationships with the superpowers and
other external powers, strategic issues, economic, political and
sociological factors, all of which contribute to the complexities
of the world's largest group of emerging and diverse nations

located around the littoral and in the Indian Ocean.





