Australian Governmer t
Department of Veterans’ Af fairs

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

The Secretary

Senate Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade References Committee
Suite SG.57

Parliament House

CANBERRA ACT 2600

Dear Senator Johnston,

Thank your for the opportunity to make a written submission to the Committee in relation to
the Inquiry into Australia’s involvement in peacekeeping operations.

The Department of Veterans’ Affairs role in relation to those involved in peacekeeping
operations and peace enforcement activities engaged in by the Australian Defence Force
(ADF) is governed by the three pieces of legislation it administers. These are the Safety,
Rehabilitation and Compensation Act 1988, the Military Rehabilitation and Compensation
Act 2004 and the Veterans’ Entitlements Act 1986.

As such, the Department becomes involved when a member of a peacekeeping operation
or a peace enforcement activity:

e is injured —when a member is injured during service or contracts a defence-related
disease the Department is responsible for determining claims for liability and re ated
compensation and for providing benefits to which the claimant is entitled;

e is killed on service or dies as a result of a defence-related condition — when this
occurs the Department determines compensation claims and provides benefits to
dependants.

Benefits available to a member with a defence-related injury or disease include
compensation for impairment, inability to work, rehabilitation programs, medical treatment
for accepted conditions (or all conditions under certain circumstances), education supjort
schemes for eligible dependants, household services and house and/or workplace
modification, vehicular modification and financial advice assistance for recipients of
compensation payments.

Benefits available to a deceased member’s partner and/or dependants include medical
treatment for widowed spouses and dependant children when the death is service-caused,
periodic or lump sum compensation payments to widowed spouses and/or dependant
children, lump sum compensation payments to other dependants, education assistance
schemes for dependant children, funeral benefits to aid in the cost of funeral expenses and
financial advice assistance for some recipients of compensation payments.
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When defence force members are being medically discharged, the Department provides
assistance through the Transition Management Service. Through this service, members
are offered advice and support on a range of issues including compensation,
superannuation, financial planning, civilian employment options and transition adjustme:nt
issues, health insurance and community support arrangements.

Further details of the above benefits available under the three Acts to members and
dependants of deceased members engaged in peacekeeping operations or peace
enforcement activities are provided in the Attachment.

Veterans’ Entitiements Act ‘non-warlike’ coverage also extends to Australian Federal
Police (AFP) members on declared Peacekeeping deployments that commenced before
1 July 2004. Coverage for AFP members on deployments after this date will be providid
by new compensation arrangements that are being developed by the Department of
Employment and Workplace Relations. It is intended that in such cases AFP employees
will receive similar compensation benefits to those provided to the ADF on similar
overseas missions under the Military Rehabilitation and Compensation Act 2004.

Ed Killesteyn
Acting Secretary

22 March 2007
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