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Senator D. Johnston 
Chair Senate Foreign AfFairs, Defence and Trade - - 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 

Dear Senator 

REPORT ON THE PROGRESS OF ENIIANCEMENTS TO THE MILITARY 
JUSTICE SYSTEM 

In tahling the Government response to your Committee's report 'Uze l$fiiclivi.nc,s,.cv of 

A iustrulirr :s Militup ./n.stice Systeni' dated 16 June 2005, Senator Hill noted that: ' . . .as (1 

fiirtlwr nzeu.sur-c qf'thc Go~wrnrnmt :s defer~nr?lii?utiotz to tho / -~n~lz l~:  inzd @&iiv!v ~-&t-in the> 
mil i tutyj~~s~icr \:,!stem Lkf2izce ~~illproviile .si.r-nzoi~tkly reporf~ on ~wogre..cvs to the Semite 
Foreign AJluim, L)c;Ji.nce cm Trcru't. C'omrnitfer throngizozrt rhe two-,yeor ii~zj~leirzer~tcitiii~z 
pwioa" (Senate Hansard 5 0c t  2005 refers). We are pleased to provide the first report ofthe 
progress ofenhancements to the military justice systenl, in accordance with the Govet-fimcnt 
direction. 

. . I he Government response to the Senate report agreed in whole, in  part, or in principle, with 
thirty of the fbrty Senate recommendations and advised alternative solutions to meet the 
outcomes sought by the reports rewmmeildations concernirtg: the referral ofotTcnces to civil 
authorities; the legislative basis of  a permanent military court; and the establishment of' an 
Australian Defence Force (ADF) administrative revicw board. The significant e~lhancements 
directed by the Governn-rent will balance the maintenance of effective discipline, which is 
indivisible from the function of' command and the preparedness of the ADF fbr operations? 
with the prcttection of' individuals aud their rights. 

As indicated in the Chwnrncnt response; a dedicated team - the Military Justice 
Implementation Team (MITT) under Rear Admiral Mark Bonser, RAN, was lhr~neti to ensure 
irnplerncntation of the enhancements. In addition, the Team is responsible for iniplcrnenting 
ongoing enhancements 60111 a number of previous internal and cxtcrnal reviews ofthe 
military justice system. Ciovernment requires Defence to implement these I-econmendatio~~s 
and enhancements within the two ycar implementation period. 

To date, a total of seven full recoii~rncndatic)~~~ (10, 14, 15, 24. 25, 30, 33), and signilicant 
elements of a further two rcwtni~nendations (6  and 29), have been con~pleted on, or ahead ot; 
the Iniplementation Plan schcdulc. A further nine full reco~mnendations and signilicant 
clcments of a further three recommendations are cxpectcd to be mtnpletcd over the next 
reporting period. Ctrnsitlerable work is being undertaken in a number of other area,  in 
particular, on: the estahlishmcnt of the Australian Military Court (recommendation 18): 
reforming and streamlining the complaints and redress orgrievance management system 
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