




ADDENDTJM - CI'TY OF MELROIJRNE 

in Japan, China, Korea and elsewhere, it is seen as demonstrating high stwdards of governance 
and professional expertise. 

International Comparisons 

It is hecoming increasingly apparent that Australia lags bchind other advanced ccononlies in its 
approach to utilizing the potential of local government as an adjunct to other. avenues of 
diplomacy and trade promotion. For example: 

The .Papanese government supports a Council of Local Authorities for International Relations 
(CLAIRI that has substantial offjces in Beiiing, Sydney, Singapore, Seoul, Imndon, Paris and 

China makes extensive use of  city-to-city links. 
9 The UK and Canadian governments all channel substantial proportions of overseas aid 

through specific local government programs, and support partnership programs. 
The European Union supports an Africa-Caribbean-PaciCic Plalfornr for Local governance and 
development. 
T'hc New Zealand government is hosting the biennial Commonwealth L.ocal Government 
Conference in Auckland in March, with the Prime Minister and other ministers playing 
leading roles and taking the opportunity to invite presidents, prime ministers and senior 
ministers from a number of Comn~onwealth countries. 

= New Zealand is funding a major local governance development project across the Pacific 
through the Commonwealth Local Government Foriim. 

Whilst AusAID and AusTrade provide some support for local government projxts, their 
involvement and assistance tends to he ad hoe andlor country-specific rather than systematic. 
Morcovcr, there appears to he little interest in federal government circles in  exploring a broader 
policy or program framework to identify and exploit the potential benefits of building on currcnt 
international activity by local governments. No doubt this reflects in part the specific nature o f  
the Australian federation and the historic role of the States. Ifowever, there would not appear to 
be any constitutional obstacle to closer engagement between federal and local governments on 
international issues. 

A noteworthy feature of the Pacific local governance project is the use of partrterships between 
cal governments. For example, the City of Maryhorough is providing technical airistance to 

Honiara City Council (which i i  in effect thc qecond largest provtnce of the Solomon Islands); - - 
several other medium-sized Australian councils have established technical partnerships with 
counterparts in PNG (part-funded by AusAID); there are also opportunities for partnerships with 
local governments in Fiji, Vanuatu and elsewhere. Such par!nerships offer considcrablc potential 
to build and consolida!e relationships in a region of increasing gco-political concern, and to 
support other diplomatic and aid initiatives aimed at promoting stable good governance. But it 
would scan  that this potential goes largely unnoticed in Australia. 






