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Australian Government response to the
Senate Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade
Report:

Australia’s Public Diplomacy:

Building our Image

This is the Australian Government’s response to the report of the Senate Standing Committee on
Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade Inquiry into Australia’s public diplomacy, Australia’s Public
Diplomacy: Building our Image, as tabled on 16 August 2007.

The government welcomes the committee’s commendation of the work of Australian
government departments and agencies, cultural and educational institutions and private
organisations actively engaged in promoting Australia’s reputation overseas. The
committee’s report highlighted the intense competition that Australia faces from other
countries also seeking to be heard on matters of importance to them.

The attached response to the committee’s recommendations reflects the government’s
commitment to continue to pursue Australia’s public diplomacy programs designed to
positively influence the perceptions, opinions and attitudes of people overseas on Australia’s
identity, values and ideas in a way that directly serves the advancement of Australia’s foreign
and trade policy interests.
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