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Marlene Dﬁ;‘imppe

Luke ioined the army as a healthy fit young man and as per the army records he was a
positive soldier who strived to work at a very high standard. Luke was sent to Darwin 5/7
base. Prior to Nevember 2001 my husband was diagonsed with early Alzimers, this was a
unsettling time for all. Luke spoke at length to the pardre about how he felt and the
problems we as a family felt, Luke then asked to be moved closer to home and within
that 12 months period nothing was done to help Luke achive this,

{n the 19th of December 200Z Dr J. Barry sent a letter to the Darwin base requesting
Luke be transfered to Rockhampton on Medical grounds, as my husband is suffering
from early onset of Dementia (copy of letier enclosed). This was followed up with a
letter from the local (F {copy of letter enclosed). { also was asked to explain my
husbands iliness beceause they could not understand what he had which I did (copy of
letter enclosed).

in January 2003 Felicity Healey (DCO-Darwin) asked for g detailed report from

Dr J. Barry which she did (copy enclosed), Luke was also asked to do a statement {(copy
enclosed). I was also interviewed by DCO-Brishane (Chris Smith and Marg Crowley) by
phone on many occassions, still nothing happened and Luke is still left up in the air bemg
toid that his paper work has been lost on ifs way to Timor? All the time T was screaming
out for help and told its in the system. I then wrote to the Brigade Comunander for help,
still nothing happend, no reply to any letters. Please note that the mouths are rolling on
and we only need Luke home for 12 months to help sort out where Doug should be
placed. Felicity Healey states in a letter to Dr J. Barry that the posting must be resolvable
within 12 months, it could have been if they would have only lisien to the medical people
imvolved in this case.

Yetm March 2003 it was not approved because it fell outside there guide lines but not
one person told the doctors of there guide lines, they just keep us all running around
doing letters and reports time after time and these reports where either lost or misplaced.
In desperation Dr J. Barry phoned Major Archer and he stated he didn't know of Luke's
case, but requested she send another report down to him when in fact he already had onpe,
once again doubling up on paper work and asking very busy medical practicioners to do
reports time afier time beceause the army could not find them or they were lost in
transfer.

Of course my husband was not going to get better within a 12 month peried, we knew




that but | needed urget help and a2l the support that the Anmy gave was heartache, with
not one deplartment knowing where the paper work had been sent too and not one person
undersianding thet Luke might have needed lo see Doug. Loke applied for Leave Without
Pay, be was that despete to get home. We are now up to Aprid 2003, that is 4 months of
no help for myseld, Lake, or my husband.

Frang the Army Base and spoke to the Brigede Commander and he stated that Luke's was
an unsual case, when in tact the soctal worker from Brishane said that another boy asked
to be transfered because his mother had cancer but she told me this was knocked back
becasue hus mother was not guarenteed to die within 2 12 monih period, and niether
would Dong. 1 was also told that 1t would be better for Lubke and mvself if § just put Dioug
in a home and got on with my tife, 1 said no thanks! In July T contacted Kirsten Livermors
M for help, as by then we didnt lmow whe to furn too,

Luke was injured al work and was told he would be gelling & medical discharge now, bui
we were tnld 2 medical discharge could teke up to 1-2 vears and Luke still had not seen
Diovg, Kirsten Livermaore sent letters to Major Avcher, Licutenant Bywater and Brigade
Commander Power asking af least for a response. In July she pot a reply from Brigadier
Power stating that they consider the welfare of their personnel of the utmost importance,
How can ne say this when at all times he never replyed io my letters, never looked at the
medical reports and in fact when 1 spoke 1o him he said that be would then check out
Luke's transfer, he stated that Luke has no complaints when that was completly untrue.

Um the 3rd October Danna Vale MP wrote to Kirsten Livermore stating their was no
evidence that Luke apphied for a transfer to Reckhampion, T have got io wonder what
planet these people in Darwin are on, with all the paperwork we have, how conid they
say this. She guoted the sy policy on compassionate postings is that they will not
excesd one posting tenure or 24 months, we only wanted 12 months not a fife Hme.
Twelve months of help and care, what we got was no care and certainly ne compassion,

Cm the 24th of Movember Kristen Liverinore received a letter from Mal Brough MP, we
are now 12 months past the date of the first letler, i s letter he stated that
compassionate postings for Army porsonnel are for short tern situations that can be
resolved in 12 months and that's what we warded, 12 months or less to give me the

help that | nesded, not 2 vears of Luke's life. [ would never do that but Luke needed 1o
alse say goodbye to Doug and have that time with lim as we all would do if someone
close to s was ik

i anything can be achieved by this submission # would be a departiment or advocals
system, where a particular query can be fielded to the right department or person iastead
of wasting time ke Luke, Myself, and all the medical practicioners who where involed
i this mess. The people from DOO wried there best but agreed that no one listens.
Throughowt this sorry mess we where all flobed off to one department or another but not
one person could give any helpful advice, at least with an advocate they could collect all
the paperwork, you would then have someone to go 1o with guestions, paper work would
not get lost or you would hope not and maybe the person making the decision would
actuaily read the reports and listen to the naturs of the request. How many people have to




1o the system as my son was before something 1s done for us, 1t was to hitle and

The Australian Ary cannol say they care about there personnal when they never Hslep
to what they are told and make up stories that are untrue, we were told on many
oecasions that Luke would be coming home but no date was cordinmed. [ now believe
that it was told to uvs just to fob us off, not only me and Luke but the Dociors as well. |
hope this inguiry deals with this probiem and no other family will need to go through the
menths of hell that cur family has.
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