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The Secretary, . : : _
Senate Foreign Affairs, Defense and.
Suite S1.57, i
Parliament House,
CANBERRA ACT 260C0

SUBMISSION ON THE GENERAL
AGREEMENT ON TRADE IN SERVICES

We submit that the General Agreement in Trade and Services
is detrimental to the social welfare of Aboriginal people.

This agreement gives further control over essential services
to foreign and Transnational Corporations who do not see
that their cbligations include the vulnerable citizens of
this country.

Australia's Indigenous people are among the most disadvan-—
taged of any of the world's peoples in terms of health, life
expectancy, employment rates, and quality of life.

Experience has shown that large Corporations give lip-service
to social and environmental responsibilities, but in effect
do very little in that direction. In terms of equal access

to education, water, health services and power, the reality
for Aboriginal people is that they are becoming more dis-
advantaged rather than less. The G.A.T.S. agreement would
continue this trend by allowing these services to become

even further controlled by foreign Corporaticns than they

already are.

We hold grave fears about this Agreement and we strongly
urge you to stop negotiating G.A.T.S.
Yours since
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