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South West Trades & Labour Council
31 Percy St.
Portland, 3305

Senate Commirtee on GATS
Oflce of Trade

Parliament House

Canberra, ACT 2600

This submission has been prepared on behalf of the members and delegates of the South West
Trades and Labour Council.

Initially 1 need to bring to the commitices attention the difficulty encountered in obtaining reliable,
comprehensive and non-biased information on GATS.. The bulk of accessible information has
onginated from party political sources with an obvious bias that reflects the nterests of the provider
and consequently they have tended to contradict each other. This situation has made it very difficult
to establish the validity of any specific points that we may wish to advance. The fallure to locate
specific information on the types of services and potential providers has also contributed to the

The consensus from Council delegates is that any Agreernents that reduce government subsidies to
rural areas will be detrimentat. It is an accepted fact that the provision of services to couniry areas is
costlier than to suburban areas. The majority of rural communities already have fewer and less
specialised services than their metropolitan counter parts.

Health and Edneation.

Government statistics support the accepted reality that rural Australians suffer disadvamage n
health and educational services. This has resuited in lower standards of living due to the lack of
cmployment qualifications and poorer health resulting in an ¢arlier death. This inequality would be
severely increased if any steps were taken to erode or remove existing subsidies to couniry services.
¥t is unrealistic to believe that any multi-national or foreign company that gained the right to operaie
such services (and indeed any services) would give consideration to ihe supply of services without
the benefit of a substantial profit. It is equally unrealistic to expect that companies who tender to
supply these services do so for any reason other than fiduciary ones. We can presume that the
tendering of these services would result in a major population shift, Both state and Federal
Govemnments have irrefutsble evidence of elderly Australians already leaving townships where they
have resided all their lives because they need long term medical therapists and specialists that they
are unable to access from their rural residences. This move then dislocates thern from life long
support networks and creates additional medical conditions. Equally well documented is the shift
and non-return of young people who move to ¢ities for higher education that is unobtainable m or
pear their family homes. These scenarios would be greatly amplified if the cost of existing services
wete 1o be increased or relocated to areas with higher incommkess and larger populations. The removal
of these services from their existing locations would also result i the loss of skilled staff and
infrastructure making it inpossible for future Governments to address the deficiency.
Telecommanications
1 cannot stress enough the importance of telecommunications for rural and regional centres m
modern tires a fully functioning and cost effective communication systern is esserwial The
previous points concernmg cost increases and loss of personnel and infrastructure also apply to
telecommunications. Already all major government services are accessed via phone and are not
located in rural areas especially services providing for specialist needs and minority groups, such as
indigenous, hearing impaired and forcign language services attached to Government bodies
including Centrelink. Control of our telecommunications by a foreign operator would, as with
health and education, increase prices, and a service with usage as universal as telecommunications
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needs to remain under the control and influence of the Government. The ahierpative would be that
many low-income houscholds would be forced to cancel their telephone services resulting in loss of .
social contact and the potential for life threatening disasters.(how do you dial 000 without a phone).
With to-days technology all rural business is conducted by phone, fax or empail. A reduction in
setvices and/or increase in costs would result in business closures and re-locations.

Water

As with health and education it is realistic to presune that large corporations would find water an
attractive and desirable commodity. Clearly in townships such as Bendigo and Castlemaine some
private/public combinations of water services ownership arc already accepted. The acceptance of
wastewater, sewage, testing, analyses and construction of infrastructure private control is a
disturbing factor and must impact on industries reliant on large guantitics, such as irrigation and
mining This in suen anill impact an the Fancrmare nfthoce fina! pradurts Watar i¢ & erarce
commodity and treating it solely as a commercial asset is a perilous decision. We reguest that you
support only those matters that are already frreversible.

People movement
The two areas that we have become familiar with in regard to GATS and people movement are

1. The requests to introduce foreign (Indian) chefs and
2. The use of foreign vessels, and therefore their crews within Australian waters for the
transport of goods between local ports.

The matter of introducing foreign chefs is counter productive to employment and increasing skill
levels for our existing workforce. Whilst it is accepted that there presently is a shortage of qualified
chefe within Australia it is also evident that this shortage has created incentive for the employment
of apprentices and recognition of prior learning and similar incentives for those who have been in
the industry more than seven years without the opportunity to receive formal training or
qualifications. This will within 2 very short time overcome the present shortage, however, the
introduction of 2 foreign workforce will render these luproved measuses redundant along with the
new school to TAFE programs that provide a stepping stone iato the industry for school leavers and
a pre-apprenticeship training. Anecdotal evidence is that these steps have been produstive and will
provide the Australiam food industry with an ample supply of trained and qualified staff with
expertise in all areas of the restaurant industry, The pruposed introduction of a foreign workforce
would jeopardise this.
The matter of foreign shipping working on domestic foutes has similar disadvantages 10 local
employment and training opportunities. The present sysiem allows for a ticket 1o be issues should
there be a requirement for this 10 occur but any opening up of this area will make the existing
system redundsnt and allow for Australian jobs, and pay packets to disappear. It should be
remembered that skills in this area are unlikely to be transferred to any other industry and that this is
an industry that has in recent years already undergone extensive cutbacks. Domestic shipping
companies and maintenance workers will also be adversely affected and it is realistic to foreseea
reduction in health and safety standards that once mtroduced by foreign owners may for economic
competitiveness be adopted by local operators.

Local government services

Our understanding of Article I “measures by members” is that this includes services presently
supplied by local Government authorities. We would be opposed te any steps to ransfer the existing
local government services to any alternative body/bodies. Obvious services in this category include
the provision and regulation of matters of environmental and health concerns. Exarpples of these are
building permits, meals on wheels, waste disposal, assisted transport, and the overseeing of
Ticensing requirements, cultural and sporting events and venues. Clearly the only corporate interest

<
[
ey
[
]

oy
L™

o 27T L M &y 8ELTETREE XYd ST €T £00C/FO/FT



Jle
i

L
O

T
b g
=1
(5 &)
[y
Lot
-
a
-
=k
¢Ta
L1
Toae
Lad
"

in these areas would be a financial one and the increase in Costs to the public or reduction in
services would create hardship and safery issues. The affect on the development of local culiure and
recreation would be adverse and irreversible. Services to low income, aged and other disadvantaged
gmupsmcenaﬁ:mbeminimisedandtuilcmdmcn}zaxmpmﬁw.MMdmmammnaMgh
standard in areas of health services and building codes is cbvious and not compatible with fiscal
restraints that apply to private companies. The end result of competition in this (local government)
area includes pegative econommic, social and cultural growth in addition to health and safety
problems. Within this context of possible GATS implementation we believe that public policy on
the funding and provision of essential services should remain the responsibility of government
boedics.

As stated at the beginning of this submission we have stru galed to find sufficient information to be
fully comprehensive but it is realistic to surmise that the dominant argumenis of loss of jobs and
ervices due to increased costs is applicable to mosi services. It is a reality that the worlds fargest
economies whether they are corporate or Bations have an unfair competitive advantage and will
dominate and ultimately anpihilate sialler competitors. Australia as 8 mediumrn econorny has the
potential to forfeit our industry and skiils and uttimately profits if we are not vigilant. Conversely
need to be sware of our potential to damage fragile smaller econonies. I encourage you to urge
caution in relation to any changes to our existing service providers, especially any decrease In
Government influence.

In clesing, whilst acknowledging the recent participation of the ACTU, I draw your attention to the
lack of consultstion with unions about GATS despite the impact that these measure can have on
Australia’s workers. As the one body in this country that is focussed on the present circumstances,
necds and repercussions of change on the workforce and their famihies this appears to be &

significant omission.
Margaret Brabender

Assistapt Secretary
South West Trades & Labour Council
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