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Executive Summary

General Criteria for Globalisation

1. The Catholic Commission for Justice, Development & Peace Melbourne (CCJDP) is in favour of globalization if pursued with high principles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, due competence and true commitment to equity. Globalisation must be a force which is in the genuine control of all nations and not one where certain countries have a greater influence over it than others.

2. Globalization tends to mean different things to different people and accordingly, it is appropriate to set out what the Melbourne CCJDP considers ought to be the criteria essential to the proper realization of its potential.

3. The Melbourne CCJDP holds that the development of globalization without high principles will lead to injustice, alienation, exploitation, and bitterness. These qualities must be avoided.

4. Globalisation needs those central to its growth to be competent in what they do; otherwise it will become too limited in what it can do for the people of the world.

5. True commitment to a globalization which is right and proper is essential to its function of making the international community one that serves all within it in a fair, industrious, fruitful and humanizing way.

High Principle

6. The CCJDP holds that globalization ought to develop within the context of the high principles set out in the great conventions, covenants, and charters which have universal resonance in the world.

a) An example is the address by Franklin Delano Roosevelt to the 77th Congress on the 6th January, 1941 when he spoke of the four freedoms:

“The third is freedom from want, which, translated into world terms, means economic understanding which will secure to every nation a healthy peacetime life for its inhabitants ---------everywhere in the world.”
b) Another example is the Universal Declaration of Human Rights containing provisions such as those set out in articles 23, 24 and 26. It is to be kept in mind that Australians played a central role in having such provisions put into the Declaration.

c) International Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights is yet another. Adopted by the United Nations on the 16th December 1966, it was ratified by Australia on the 10th December 1975, and cam into force on the 3rd January 1976.

d) The International Labor Organisation has being establishing conventions since 1919, and Australia has ratified many of them.

7. The Catholic Church posits two broad principles of ethical discernment in matters of globalisation, and a range of ethical considerations fall under these:

I. The inalienable value of the human person. The human being must always be an end and not a means, a subject and not an object, not a commodity of trade. 

II. The value of human cultures. Globalisation must not be a new version of colonialism. It must respect the diversity of cultures, which, within the universal harmony of peoples, are life's interpretative keys.
Too Little Weight Given to High Principles

7. Because of the perceived need to pursue economic prosperity as the dominant purpose of international relations those advocating the present model of globalization give too little weight to the matters raised in conventions of the United Nations, in statements by the Church, and in similar documents.

8. Those advocating the present model of globalization argue that it be developed, in terms of the economy, discretely, and apart from the establishment of worldwide rules for other matters such as human rights, employment and the environment.

9. The CCJDP says economic consideration ought to be accorded their proper status but ought not to be promoted above that to the detriment of men, women and children who need the world community to act on other principles to bring them the well being to which they are entitled as global citizens.

Competency Needed for Globalisation of Quality

People working within the machinery needed to have globalization run at its best must act competently. They should go about their task so as to increase the well being of all men, women and children. That should be their aim - not the operation of an economic model regardless of its overall effect in the world. The economy is for the people and not the people for the economy. The section on international development shows that globalization has been at the expense of poor countries so far. 

11. Concerns about GATS

I. The national treatment obligation of GATS applies to Government grants and subsidies. If the Government basically confines government grants to public sector institutions in a particular service area which is listed for unqualified coverage by GATS, but also provides a grant to a domestic private provider, then theoretically the foreign service provider is entitled to the same grant or subsidy.
II. Major players in the WTO have in their sights so-called barriers to free trade in services that Australians would regard as requiring government regulation, eg. the current stipulation that 55% of broadcast and TV programs be produced locally. 

III. The EU wishes to see reversed the Foreign Investment Policy guidelines and the Foreign Acquisitions and Takeovers Act 1975 which can reject foreign investment on the grounds of national interest and allow for discriminatory treatment of foreign-owned or controlled enterprises. Additionally, the EU wants increased access to, and control of Australian telecommunications – requesting removal of the requirement of majority Australian ownership by abolishing foreign ownership caps on shares in Telstra, Optus and other future providers. Moreover the EU wants access to postal services – Australia Post services would be treated as goods and open to foreign competition, threatening subsidised services to rural areas, and public ownership. The EU wants control of water provision – to treat water services as purely traded goods, which appears to threaten most state government policies of public ownership and price regulation of water services that assure that they remain accessible and affordable to all Australians. 
12. Concerns about a AUSFTA

Specific matters of concern to the CCJDP about the proposed Australia/US Free Trade Agreement (AUSFTA) are;

I. The possible abolition of the Foreign Investment Review Board and controls on foreign investment in the national interest.

II. The possible abolition of the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme. 

III. Reductions in Quarantine Standards, which the US has argued, restrict trading in agricultural products. This exposes Australia to less rigorous protection of our crops and fragile island continent ecology.

IV. Removal of Australian local content rules in broadcasting and film, and local preference in government purchasing. 

V. A critical concern is the possible modelling of aspects of the proposed FTA on the problematic North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA). 

VI. NAFTA is the first trade treaty in the world to provide companies with the right to access supra-national tribunals for dispute resolution. They have access to a dispute resolution mechanism if they believe that a Government has violated their NAFTA investment obligations. The CCJDP is very concerned about an extraterritorial trade tribunal which can impinge upon the sovereignty of Australia by overriding local laws and policy.
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