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Re: General Agreement on Trade in Services

Australia is often referred to as the "Lucky Country" 

Each one of us has our own particular reasons for feeling privileged to be living in a place so richly blessed in climate, nature resources and life style.

. We are told by our leaders that Australians are a ""decent. friendly and democratic people," We have a strong sense of mateship and giving it a go. We embrace nationalities, religions and cultures from all over the world.We take a vital interest in shaping our own destiny, free from the shackles of outmoded traditions.

As such, Australia is in a unique position to provide for our increasingly troubled world, a blueprint for a truly free, humane and compassionate society. Such a society is one whoe economic life is based more on brotherhood rhan on exploitation and on fair trade rather than free trade, It is one whose members enjoy freedom to pursue religious and cultural activities of their choice, and have equality of political rights and of access to basic government services such as education, health,clean air and clean water.

As our elected representative, you will therefore be equally appalled at any consideration by our government to negotiate away any or all of our precious public services in order to satisfy the seemingly insationable appetite of The World Trade Organization(W.T.O/) 

The W.T O. is a most undemocratic, secretive, powerful and unaccountable body. If142 nations are supposed to belong to it,why were only 24 or so invited to attend a latest round of talks held recently at Homebush (Nov 2002) and these were mainly the richest and most powerful nations.This is typical . In the past, the "Quad" coutries, Japan, U.S.A.,E.U and Canada, have often made key decisions in closed meetings

Why was there nothing reported in the papers, apart from the usual branding of the protesters as ratbags. We as a nation are poised to "trade away our most tangible manifestation of our shared values as citizens..... how we heal our sick, teach our chuldren, protect pur environment, connect to one another through comunication systems."( W.D.M.) We are about to hijack what could be our collective vision for a wonderful society, without scarcely a whisper emenating from our esteemed leaders. Why is there no transparency if there is nothing to hide? Who is putting such pressure, who has such power, that they can effectively gag a nation"s government.

We know the answer. The W.T.O. has many tentacles which aims to reach into every nook and cranny of our existence. The whole world is up for grabs, nothing is sacred.I The International Monetary Fund,and the World Bank have already wraught havoc .Under their supposed beneficient leadership, many developing nations have had to abandon vital social welfare programs in order to qualify for dubious "debt relief" often resulting in even greater hardship fpr the poor The popular world movement "Drop the Debt" speaks volunes.

The most insiduos and most encompassing tentacle is the General Agreement on Trade IN SERVICES. Past activities show that .G.A.T.S is first and foremost an instrument of transnational corporations (TNCs which )in turn are heavily dominated by multi nationals based in rich Northern nations.IG.A.T.S. is about freeing up trade in services which hitherto have belonged to the Universal Rights category, in order for already rich corporations to become even richer. In the words of Rockerfellow, "It is always nice to have a little more" The mind boggles.!!1

Unfortunately, nothibg is for nothing. This "little more" can only be achieved by trampling over the rights of others to plan for sustainable development in areas of critical importance to the future health of our entire planet. i.e.water, air, ecosystems. sustainable farming and animal husbandry access to an education and health and housing system which is not based on the ability to pay.

We are currently at a vital crossroad in the evolution of mankind There are forces supporting humanity and there are those opposing its rightful evolution. Each one of us,has to decide in which camp to stand and then have to redeem the consequences of our actions.i Those of us who support a JUST t and FREE society wish to be our brother' 's keeper, and work for the good of ALL. 

.Globalisation based on privatuzation, economic rationaliism, efficiency, and unshackled free trade makes for a systam of WINNERS and LOSERS. .Statistics show that whilst the richer nations have been getting richer, the poorest nations are driven into greater poverty In Puerto Rico, privatization of water has meant that poor communities have gone without water whilst U.S. military bases and tourist resorts enjoy unlimited supply. 

.80% of agricultural trade is already dominated by just 10 companies. It is said that in the futuure, our entire world economy will be driven by just one fifth of the world population. What are the other four fifths of humanity going to do with themselves/? I For the W.T.O. anything that does not produce a profit has no place in the global economy, incuding many subsistance farmers who may own their own lamd and house, feed themselves and may be qiute happy.We will all be reduced to beingl good corporate citizens, grinding away at mindless activities in overcrowdwd cities, with no purpose of existence. 

Under the proposed "liberalization", the W.T.O. will have the same international status as the U.N, but will be the only international organization to be able to ENFORCE IT'S OWN RULES.These rules are undemocratic. and draconian in the extreme. As a human being, if I make a wrong deciosion, I can change directions and embark on a different course. The rules of the W.T.O are, on the contrary, IRREVERSABLE. THERE IS NO GOING BACK, only at a crippling cost of huge sanctions iand heavy financial penalties in peroetuity This is like selling one's soul to the devil ..No one in their right mind would give away all their autonomy for no gyarenteed benefits. And corporations which have a poor track record in human rights abuse, worker protection and environmental care, cannot be discriminated against under "most favoured nation" rule.

The final arbritator of our national laws will be an UNELECTED W.T.O.panel , which can VETO parliamentary and regulatory decisions under ArticleVI.4 called the "necessity test"

In sum, G.A.T.S. is a world wide threat We do not want all nations singing the same corporate song, with the fittest only surving and the weak faaling by the way side. All decision making powers will be removed from elected parliaments, which will then be no longer required .Democracy,public health, regulatory standard and environmental protection will take a backseat to the intersts of TNCs.....A case in point: President Bush has just announced that the U.S. has had to rescind its dolphin protection legislation becase it was challenged as a "barrier and burden to free trade" by another nation G.A.T.S encompsses global free logging .Would you wish to have our old growth forests totally eliminated or perhaps our National Parks "eco-labelled" for the supply of wood products..

Australia's sons let us rejoice, for we are young and free. 

Let us have the courage of our conviction. Let us all stand up and be counted where it really counts. Not in our pocketbooks, but in our hearts.

Mrs M. Gluyas

