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My Submission is concerned with the rights of individuals to “environmental services”, such as water; these rights must stay in the control of the peoples government and not the tribunals of the WTO.

The GATS overriding adjudication system seems to be set up to favour the company that is complaining its competitive freedom is being impinged by a governments legislation.

The tribunals that hear this case are not independent with the interests of the society in mind, but is a group with ‘Free-trade as its main interest.

I am not against free trade however this is not what GATS is actually offering.  I think the term ‘Forced-trade” better explains how the GATS negotiations are being set up.  Constant ongoing rounds of ever increasing pressure to open up sectors to foreign interests with the ever present threat of major trade sanctions if you do not allow this to happen even if its against the will of the people.

All essential services to human survival: water, sewage, food, access to shelter and the ability for individuals to achieve this themselves outside of mass supply need to be legislated by the country’s (elected) government, this legislation must take precedence over WTO rulings.

RECOMMENDATIONS

To actively seek safeguards by focusing attention and resources to reforming the WTO adjudication process (with the help of other Asian and southern hemisphere countries) to make sure that the people that are to be affected are represented equally to those who say they have been discriminated against. Such as a 12 person jury of ordinary citizens made up of 6 jurors from each country in question.

That elected governments legislation takes precedence over WTO rulings.

Conclusion 

I see great civil unrest occurring if GATS run in secret by ‘forced–trade’ believers continues to proceed without safeguards.

Once wastewater services are sold off (already on the negotiation table!) then environmental issues of increased reuse and environmental protection will be next to impossible to protect.  Also many businesses that use the sewage system will be at the mercy of the prices set by a company with little interest in their ability to employ workers but wanting more profit from them. 

