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TERMS OF REFERENCE 

On 13 March 2002, the Senate referred the following matters to the Foreign 
Affairs, Defence and Trade References Committee for inquiry and report by 
2 December 2002. On 12 November 2002, the Committee sought and the Senate 
subsequently agreed to an extension of time to report to 27 March 2003. 

1. Whether the current materiel acquisition and management framework of the 
Department of Defence is effective in meeting the organisation's equipment 
requirements. 

2. In considering this matter, the committee is to examine and report on the 
following issues: 

(a) whether the current materiel acquisition and through-life support 
system is meeting, and will continue to meet, the needs of Defence and 
Defence industries in a timely, cost-effective and qualitative manner; 

(b) the impact of the Defence Materiel Organisation acquisition reform 
program on materiel acquisition and management; 

(c) the current status of major equipment projects in meeting the 
organisation�s requirements; 

(d) the impact of the creation of decentralised System Program Offices on 
materiel acquisition and management; and 

(e) any other issues relevant to the effectiveness of the current 
acquisitions framework which arise in the course of the inquiry. 
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