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. MrJohn Carter . -
= Commlttee Secretary .
- Senate Educahcm Empl,oyme.nt and Wcr%place ReLations COH’EMHP‘%&
. Department ofthe Senate .
.- PO Box6100 -
" Parliament Hause
. Canberra, ACT 2600
. Fax; 02 6277 5706

Dear Mi-'c-érte'f g

Ballarat and Clarendon College is a U

history dating back to 1864. Currently we have in excess of 1150 students enrolled.
from : ‘prep to. Year 12. An 'Early Leatning Centre was estabhe?ﬁ@d in 2005 to
4 accommodate to. meet the nead formtroﬂucmg learning conCepts for pr -school age

o chlldren

= UUF prlrnary mission is lear‘mng in atl contexts in an enwronmmt Wheﬁe :‘* is &
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|
|
!
s
|

mng Church co- educ'vtmnal schaci with 8
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iy _learn and fun.is etched into all facets of the student’s learning experience as we help
©° ‘our students discover who they are, wh

_ objectives. Last year's VCE results indicated Ballarat & Clarendon College was the

eleventh most sUccessful of V:ctorfa s 500 educa?mn providers and rﬂost su ccnss?u{_

' reglonal school.

. Throughnut a student s tzme at Ballarat
.. their tompetence, skills:and capacity so
~onthe threshold of thelrfuture they can

o

= The focal pomt of the school | is the stud
i student as he'or she engages in the proce
Eoh ctear understandmg that their path through lifz depends on the choices they make

and that ‘path leads to opportunities for

b they want to be and how. to ach ieve their

Clarendon Coﬂege our focus i is to r;naxsh*

choose their "heart's desire”.

cess of creating their future, We develop a

new choices, We cultivate zn awareness of

s current real;ty whtle encnuragmg. stretctl\mg and supporting the dreams they. have
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t The role of tha sthool is to rupport each
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that, at the end of schoal, when they stand .. s
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- Wlth a total populatwn exceedmg 1180 étudents fram F‘rep to Year 12, ihe Colleége
_ attracts from mainly Ballarat and sateﬂ:te towns up to a 100km radius iﬂtmbd!n\;‘

Bacchus Marsh. Thé College does howei.‘ver enjoy strong support from boarders and

© accommadates 150 students in its boys ‘and girls boarding facil ztum; Boarders
e gener:ally. qugmatefrom Western and No rthem Vlctoraa and overseas, - .

£

_ Parents have a c:rltu:al and pivetal role with'ir};the school and hot?{ir\rwk closely in
g partnershlp. r‘ecogmsmg the patentuat of alignment of values and att atwms within the

- ¢omrmiunity, particularty to do with learn ng. The majority of parents are two income

. familigs with :much sacrifice given to ehsure their children receive theit choice of

:ndependent educatmn The school also bffers bursaries and scFol'ar hips bestowed

S - to the Callege to encou rage the pursuat of excellence in specufic flelds
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' ' In response to the Seénate Inqurry we reﬁ*spectfu;ly express our concefns’ r‘@*gard'rr:; L

pmtectaon of our; ‘confi dentlal mfarmatlon.

how rhe School Ass;stame Bitl may affest our phllosoph;es. currzcu{u*n deiwery and

. . 1
1 5 2

The .ﬁ‘cbaof Ass;stance 5!” raises concFrn from our Cbllege and we as a school'

| oo, mmmumty are anxious the Bill does not dilute the fundamental strenath in learning,
.- the development of a curriculum that hals proven to exceed contemparary academic
. benchmarks It is imperative we as aniindependent college can affer our current !
o educamnal pi‘ogram and maintain our strong and unique curriculum devetopment A
. 'forced change in curriculum tay impagt on our capacity to dellver pastoral care,

- . énvironment w:th a strong sense of values.

rellglous and. cultural valuas. These fare fundamentals in a Chnstlan le arnmg

s lt has been r&parted \mdely the Bill wi mclude a requirement for more in depth.
o fmanc;al information. We already provide exhaustive reporis to receive approprizte

fundlng and are concerned more detal‘led financial information may bé counter-
produ:ctl\ze i mlsmterpreted by publtc11ty .or at worst - used for pureiy pnhtﬂ:al'

= purpases

: Accehtuatmg our posatlon is uncertalnty surrounding the Federsl GoVemment 5"
L m*cent1 for using the States for collection and distribution of our financial information.

... We are ready to, shareinformation .to jnnsohdate strong funding models however
b

¥ reporting on ifts, raffle results and-
w::uld be mtruswe

! David Shapheﬂl
. Principal

nevolent donations for funding caleulation
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. r:@*iuchj'o'f, these flinds go towards fuﬁding minor capital jtems such as sporting and 5

sk iy musical equipment. There is no argument all monies be declared for taxation
" - purposes and we already forward our audited annual accounts, We are Uncertain why

~ these:fund raised monies wauld be subject to scruting and caleulationi of future
funding. Do A S o o _
- A further deép }':oncer:n would be .eacA State using the information supplied. to

. calculate each State's funding madet.lChanging funding methods and using the
G additional- financial information as a bafis for these changes could destabilise the
* supportwe have received from successive governments in Canberra.. -

We ,nd'té'Cathﬁlti&;;schcol:s will, by agreernent, continue to receive their funding from

-~ the Cbmmonwe.alth _yet:nbn—'(}ath-otjc ir{dEpendent schools will be predominantly,
financed by the States. ‘The Senate should inquire and clarify why funding routes are.

[ proposedto be different between Cath_'oli% and non-Catholic independent schools.

) - We trust you ¢an clarify the Federal Government's position in respect of the School . -
¢ . . Assistence Bill and that the Senate would not agree to any legislative changes to-
" A - o curriculum and ; funding which errongously impact on our successful Coilege

| schievements; and close comnactions with the Commonwealth. for funcing
- Yours sincerely

- David Shénheié&--_;
© Principal © . i7" o
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