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RS- Australian Government
X% Department of Education, Science and Training

i

Mr John Carter

Committee Secretary

Senate Employment, Workplace Relations and Education Committee
Depariment of the Senate

PO Box 8100

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Dear Mr Carter

inquiry into the Commonwealth Radioactive Waste Management Legisiation
Amendment Bill 2006

I refer ta the above inquiry and the Depariment’s appearance before the Senate Employment,
Workpiace Retations and Education Committee on 27 Navember 2006.

Ar issue that the Committes was particularly interested in was the detail of discussions between
the Northern Land Council (NLC) and the Department regarding possible nomination of Aboriginal
land for the proposed Commonweaith Radioactive Waste Management Facility.

Officials advised the Committee that the Department was not in a position to diviige the details of
its discussions with the NLC because of the NLC's specific request that the Commonwealth treat
the discussions confidentially. The committee sought details for this position and whether there
was a written agreemsnt an the matter.

While | can confirm that there is no written agreement, by way of assistance to the Committee |
wish to provide the attached letter from Mr John Daly, Chairman, NLC, to the Minister for
Education, Science and Training, the Hon Julie Bishop MP, dated 30 May 2008 that clearly
indicates the NLC's request that discussions be treated confidentially. The NLC has no objection
o the release of this lefter to the Committes.

Yaurs sincerely
Cﬁ %
Al
Jessie Borthwick
General Manager
Science Group

2_9 November 2008

Good DeaU 10 D wanw JeRTGov. s |
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Northern Land Council
AEN 66 127 17 3a8
Address ali correspondenea 1o: 9 Rowing Sueet, Gezuarma KT o810
CHAIRMAN Phome: [08; 6330 s100
PO Box 42921 Fax: {68) 8945 2835
CASUAMINA NT 0817 freacall: 1800 B45 248
30 May 2006 ) Our Ref: LO1-05/854
Hor. julie Bishop "
Minister fer Bducation, Science and Training
PO Box 6022
Housc ol Representatives
Parliamient House
Canbera ACT 2600
Fax- {02) 6273 4117
Dear Minister

COMMONWEALTH RADIOACTIVE WASTE MANAGEMENT PACILITY

Iwrite, on behall of the Norihem Land Couneil (NLC), 1 express iy appreciation for the
valuable and profissional susistance provided by departmental officers and aflficers of the

This essiatance has included A bricling 1o the NLC Full Coumeil in October 2003, as well as the
comprehensive presentation of informaten to the NLC Bxecurive Counei] by ANSTO g the
Lucas Heights reactor in Swydney in 2006,

The NEC appreciated the Commonwesith Gavemment's preparedness last vear to consider and
mchude amendments which ensured be continuames of Slplwory procedural rights and
Aseccizied snvironmental and sacred site protection.

[ am pleased that the NT.C was thus it & position te support the Cammorwenith Radivactive
Waste Munagemoenr Act 2007,

The rolisble 208 duwiled information provided 1o the NLC, particutarly TegaTding
environmental and safety issues, has penerated considergble intersst amonyst wadidona)
owners within the NLC's region.

A number of groups have indicated that they wonld be preparcd 6 consider whether a -
radioactive wasle facility may be salely located an their traditional counury as part of a land use
dgrecraent

The areas imlicated Eﬁc%uﬂie both Aborigina! land and non-Aheriging] Tand {including land
vested in the Northern Torritory Land Corporation).

In refaticon to nut-Aboriginal land i would be necessary that, in due course, The Chief Minister
perform her funcvions as o ROTURATINg » site in accorlance with law - and in the trierssts of
Termiorians and all Australigns,
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The NL.C will conduct preliminary meetings with these groups with 2 view 1o asceﬂammg
whether = formal proposal ray be develomed for farther consideration.

Frrust you will approciare that of this stage indicarions mads by waditiosal owners reganding 2
number of arcas of Abotiginal Yand (and aiso non-Ahotiginal lapd) are preliminary, and that
until such timc a8 consullations are complete the NLC cannat publicly relcase infarmation as
o the ideatity of the Aboriginal groups or as 1o the focations of relevant Jand.

The requirements of the Commonwealth Privaey Acr 1988, ol course, raquire (his approach, 18
does e confidentiality which ordinanily atracis to commercial mauers.

In these cir:umsl:nmcs i would be appreciated if the Conmenweaith Government wauld also
ensure that information of the above nature is weated confidentially.

The NLC looks forward to conducting preliminary moetings, and o working with
departmental sod ANSTO officers regerding this and other uranium rehated issues.

Youfs sincerely

4
£
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Joha Toly
CHAJRMAN

cx  Minisrer for Indigenows AfTairs, Hon Mal Brough, (02) 6273 4122 [,
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