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Jurjevic, Dijana (SEN)

From: Mick Jerram [mick ablent@bigpond.com]

Sent:  Tuesday, 15 November 2005 7:10 PM

Te: EET, Committee (SEN)

Subiect; Senate Inquiry into Waste Dump - No Visit to the NT!

Subject - Proposed Nuclear Repository in the Northern Territory

Dear Senator,

Gecko Canoeing is a family owned and run, small business operating in Katherine. We are an Award
Winning, Ecotourism Accredited business, winning the Northern Territory Tourism Awards 3 years running for
the Ecotourism Category. Ecotourism is a major part of who we are and what we do, the environment is our
product.

The Northern Territory has always been known for its Ecotourism and Nature Based products, just look at the
vehicle licence plates: NT - Nature Territory! The perception of this Nature Territory would change
immediately if there were to be & Nuclear Repository anywhere throughout the NT. Once perceptions change
and information spreads, visitor numbers decline and the tourism operators, accommeodation owners, cafes
and restaurants, right down {o the shop that sells spare parts for caravans will be affected. Who would want
to canoe on a river that is only 40 kms away from a Nuclear Repository, who would want to swim in a beautiful
Thermal Spring just down the road? This will affect visitation to the NT, our region, the licence plates will read
NT - Nuclear Territory!.

We are a small business, as are many other businesses in the Katherine Region, the number of guests that
come through our door totals about 300 per year. If visitor numbers were to be affected in the NT, this could
hurt us quite sericusly. Other small businesses in the region relying on the good word about the NT would
also be affecied, we cannot afferd this. We all rely on both Domestic and International travellers coming to
our region. We are already hearing negative comments from the visitors around town, about how i would
affect their decision to visit again in the future and about how they believe visitation will decrease. It is a form
of bad publicity, we all know that bad publicity and bad word of mouth travels so much faster.

Just think about the new catch cry of the NT - Nuclear Territory. We want the NT to be a world renowned
tourist hot spot for Nature Based Tourism and Ecotourism. We have the capabilities, we have the assets,
Kakadu, Litchfield, Gregory, Nitmiluk, Keep River, Flora River, don't spoil it by adding a Nuclear Repository, it
will be a stain on the Tourism Industry. We cannot afford to have something tike this in our backyard, Tourism
is a major industry in the NT that involves a lot of local people who have a passion for the Environment and
Nature. Look after the little peopie, listen to the little people and support Territorians by rejecting the Nuclear
Repository.

Sincerely,

Jennifer Child

16/11/2005
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