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Submitter: 

Senate Employment, Workplace Relations and Education References Committee

Inquiry into higher education funding and regulatory legislation

I am writing to express my deep concerns about the proposed reforms, as well as to hopefully make a difference in helping secure the future or our higher education sector, in the hope that it be fair and accessible to all.

Firstly I will introduce myself, as I know that other students are in similar situations as these. I am a student from about 100kms out of Adelaide. I attended a public country high school. I come from a low-middle income family and am the first of my immediate family to attend University. My mother is a childcare worker, currently not working, but looks after my grandparents, almost 24hrs; my father is a nurse. I have two younger sisters and a younger brother, all studying at various levels. 

Due to distance my sister and I have had to live away from home to study, the biggest issue that we face as University students is financial burdens. We receive little from the government, and as a result have to work 15-20 hours per week to maintain basic living expenses. HECS IS a deterrent to entering University to people from backgrounds such as ours, where debt takes a very long time to pay off. HECS also fails to cover the basic learning tools that are essential in our degrees, textbooks, readings and other ancillary fees take months to save up for, many students work all summer to save up for these materials. I was very disappointed that the governments’ reform package does not even enter the debate of reformation of income support schemes nor does it look at the boundaries to lower income families to entering university, such as the issues that I have already mentioned. Many students that I know will choose their work shifts over tutorials and seminars, for fear that they will be sacked, and if you can’t pay the rent, you can’t go to Uni. Youth Allowance needs to be raised to at least the poverty line, and the age for independence needs to be reduced to 18.

The governments ‘equity’ scholarships, I understand will be counted as income by Centrelink, hence reducing youth allowance payments. Scholarships are a bandaid solution, they only reach a few students and many students from poorer public schools are not given the same opportunities and resources as those in better off schools, this effects their end of year 12 grades- if they even make it that far, students in these schools do not have private tutoring, in some cases do not even have computers, have teachers on 12month contracts providing little consistency and community… Funding at High School level needs to be re-examined, the government must pull money out of private schools and invest in public education. 

I am especially outraged at the possible expansion of up front full fee places for domestic students to 50%, I see it, along with the attacks on staff and staff unions as a regressive cop out by the government to address the grossly under financed situation our universities are experiencing by threatening staff and taking money from wealthy students who couldn’t quite make the grade. I believe that entry to University should be based on merit, not means.

In my submission I have concentrated mainly on the issue of income support, as it is one that I think desperately needs to be addressed, however I oppose the entire package of reforms, apart from the increase in the threshold for HECS repayment.

Sincerely, 

Leah Marrone
PAGE  
3

