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I am a second year media and cultural studies student at Macquarie University. I have always attended public schools and hold a strong belief in free education and the right of all people to have equal access to learning. I believe that an educated population should be one of the main goals of our society. Thus, I feel disgusted, cheated and angry that our Federal government is proposing to further limit cut-off access to higher education by implementing policy that I perceive as essentially the deregulation of the higher education sector. 

I utterly disagree with the introduction of a loan scheme to fund students enrolled in domestic up-front full-fee paying places. I believe that such places (domestic up-front full-fee paying) should not even exist as they totally contradict the notion of equal access education. If you have enough money, you can enter a university with a lower mark than students who use the Higher Education Contribution Scheme and defer the cost. This practice is wrong! The planned introduction of a loan scheme to assist this practice and the proposal to increase the number of full-fee paying places from 25% of any course to 50% is downright shameful of the Howard government. 

A loan of up to $50,000 for students wanting to access one of these full-fee paying places is a move that I see as adding considerable insult to an already severe injury. I cannot imagine myself being 21 years old, having just completed my degree and being up to $50,000 on the back foot, with interest gaining on that loan as the years tick by. However, if I’ve missed out on a HECS place (because half of my course is now full-fee paying) but I want to go to university in the hope that I will lead a better life, I may just be forced to accept this unfair option, giving myself a lifetime of debt. 

I recommend to this inquiry that the domestic up-front full-fee paying scheme be abolished and those university places be replaced with HECS places. 

If my course costs were to be increased by 30% (which is an option that the Howard government is attempting to give my university) I would graduate having paid at $5000 more than I will under the current scheme. This alone would be an incentive for me not to go to university. It IS an incentive for me not to undertake a second degree (I had hoped to enrol in a graduate study of law when I finished my current Bachelor of Arts) as it will prove simply to expensive. This is one goal that will go unfulfilled if the government succeeds in implementing its reform package. 

I plan to have a family and children. I am very worried that my children will be forced into a position where they can’t afford to study whatever that want at university because the courses will be simply to expensive. This is not how education ought to be! Access to university should be as broad based as possible and places should be awarded on academic merit, not the ability of someone to pay for a place or accept a burden of a $50,000 student loan. 

I am also strongly opposed to the introduction of voluntary student unionism. I believe that the student body as a whole clearly benefits from the strength of all pupils being members of a collective organisation. Although all the facilities available to students through membership of the various student organisations may not be utilised (I am yet to visit the gym for example, despite paying for membership of the Macquarie University Sports Union) the option to easily access the uni’s facilities IS there. Furthermore, I firmly believe that universal student unionism also provides academic security for students through the various student advocacy bodies that exist.  

Public education should be just that: education payed for by the public through appropriate progressive taxation of the people. I am more than happy to pay my share of my income to the government to pay for society’s needs (education, health, transport etc). I am equally happy to increase this contribution as my earnings increase. However, I am not happy to be a tax payer, just out of high school, beginning to gain independence and being slugged with an enormous fee or loan when I am simply trying to better my life by becoming educated. The cost of our education needs to be socialised, because we as a society benefit from our population being educated. 

Christopher Friend

