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Saturday, August 9, 2003

The Secretary
Senate Employment, Workplace Relations
and Education References Committee 
Suite SG.52, Parliament House
CANBERRA, ACT 2600 


Dear Secretary & Senators,

I am a student at Monash University, Caulfield Campus, and the continuing battle over our higher education institutions frustrates me.  It frustrates me because most combatants fail to address exactly what they want from the Australian Higher Education system.

The losers of the current debate are the students, the staff and the wider Australian public.  The current stay of play in the Australian Higher Education system needs to change.

I strongly believe that holding yet another inquiry into higher education funding represents yet another piecemeal attempt to cobble together a solution with the sole objective of offending as few people entrenched in the education system as possible.  This is not the way to create good, forward thinking public policy – This is the way to stagnate the system, and to leave the education system in its current form.  This is perfectly represented in the Australian Labor Party's system of releasing its policy on a drip-feed – It represents the intellectually bankrupt point of view that the higher education system is a number of independent components.  As 'higher education system' suggests, for it to succeed and to produce positive outcomes, it needs to work as an integrated system.

Ironically enough, no one really argues that the current system is suitable.  Everyone with a vested interest wants the system to change.  However, rather than looking at the bigger picture, each stakeholder group harps on about their own self-interest.

Without discussing in this submission the detail of the Government's proposed reforms, at the very least the Government has a vision for a higher education system based upon a principle of 'excellence.'  Some people may disagree with this vision, and may instead argue for a system based upon 'equity.'  That's fair enough, and certainly understandable, but how we resolve that debate is dependent upon our broader vision for Australia – Whether we want a nation that is 'excellent and less equitable' or one that is 'equitable and less excellent.'

As a young Australian, however, and a citizen who will live to see and experience the consequences of this Parliament's decision for (hopefully) the next sixty or more years, I would prefer to live in a vibrant and excellent nation.  I want to live in a country that is the best in the world.  I want our scientists, our business people, our thinkers, our doctors, our engineers and our lawyers to be the best in the world.  I want my country to be better than any other.  If I wanted to live in a mediocre nation, and if I wanted to live a bland and inoffensive life, I would move to New Zealand.

Is it likely that some people may be disadvantaged by a system that that has excellence as its number one goal? I don't think so.  By aiming for excellence, other people who may not attain the same level of achievement will still exceed what they otherwise would have done.  For example, in the area of sport, our world-beating, world-class, world-best cricket team inspires countless others to do better and work harder than they otherwise would have done.  Despite having a population of around 0.1% of that of Bangladesh, the Northern Territory cricketers were competitive with the Bangladeshi cricket team during their recent tour.  While of course there are other factors involved, this simple analogy exemplifies that even if the 11 Northern Territorian cricketers never play in the Australian Cricket Team, their skills have improved as a result of living in a nation which encourages excellence in cricket.  Imagine what our nation could achieve if we encouraged excellence in business, science and thought to the same degree that we encouraged excellence in sport!

Senators, I hope that you will not miss your opportunity to make Australia an excellent place for other young Australians like myself.  I strongly and sincerely hope that, when considering the many interwoven details of the Australian higher education system, you share my vision of an excellent nation with a bright, dynamic and vibrant future.

Yours sincerely,

MICHAEL JOSEM

Monash University Student

Page 3 of 3

