Submission no: 163

Received: 14 August 2003


To Whom It May Concern,

I am writing this from a personal perspective rather then as a facts and figures submission. I want to tell you a bit about my life and why if the reforms Mr Nelson is suggesting get through I would not have had the opportunities, nor the life that I have managed. 

I grew up as a sole child with only my mother. As such the economic situation of my family was fairly low, with her being unable to get work as she is also disabled and now on that pension since I grew to an age where the sole parent payment was no longer applicable. 

It was hard getting through school, both because of this lack of income and the fact I was sick often throughout highschool meaning I could not get employment to help. The lack of finance meant lack of resources, and the illnesses I suffered (things such as Ross River) also made it hard to study generally. 

Despite these obstacles I finished my HSC, and became the first person in my family to attend university. At this point in time more of my family such as cousins have gone on to finish highschool or an equivalent through TAFE, and some are even in university. While they may have done this anyway both my family and I believe my example was an encouragement to others in furthering their education. 

In University I have had to pay my own way through. I have had to rely on things such as Austudy and Supplement loans mainly, with casual work here and there. While I have a decent academic transcript, I have not been quite high enough to be a recipient of a scholarship to ease the financial load. 

I am currently doing an Arts/Law degree, and I finished my arts majoring in psychology with a distinction average. While I started my honours I found the burden too difficult with finishing my law at the same time and had to cease the honours study. However I plan to complete my honours at a later date. Admittedly I have had some low marks on my transcript, and even some withdrawal fails. All of these can be related to real life circumstances, often due to stress with family members being diagnosed terminally ill or the fact that this year I am becoming a mother. I have shifted down to part time to accommodate for this fact, but am still completing the law component of my degree. 

I hope to put my law degree into use and enter into the profession. My plans currently are to also use skills I learnt in my psychology degree, along with the courses I have done in my law such as Alternative Dispute Resolution. I feel that this could be of good use in either the Family area or possibly in dealing with Human Rights. I have mainly picked these areas to help people such as myself, or even people who are having a hard time generally, by both encouraging an improvement in their circumstances and easing the stress dealt out by being involved in litigation (both emotional and financial since alternative methods of resolution are less costly). 

If these reforms were present when I finished highschool I would have found it extremely hard to enter into university. Not only that but I would have had to have found work. If I could not do so then I would have had to cease studying, and if I had found work my transcript would have suffered and opportunities such as my honours possibly would not be available to me. Also due to my real life circumstances I have not been able to finish my degree on time and becoming a mother would have most likely have meant that I had to end my degree rather then take extra time to complete it. 

As it stands now I have not only made myself a better person by both my learning in life and my education, but I would not have been the influence I have been on others and I would not be looking forward to the prospect of both motherhood and a career that I feel could make a difference in people’s lives. Would this have happened if the reforms were in place back then? I cannot honestly think that they would have. Nor can I believe that as many people like me will have such a chance to do the same thing. 

Sincerely,

Tammie Westman

Contact details withheld

