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Summary: As a spokesperson of Burton and Garran Hall members Association, I express concern about Voluntary student unionism.

Personally, I lament about the academic & financial inequities of Nelson's package and the pressure it places on students to choose alternate study; A pessimistic hypothesis that ultimately affects wider australian society.  

To The Secretary, Senate Employment, Workplace Relations and Education References Committee: 

HI. My name is Liam Carter, I'm a second year arts/ law student at the ANU in Canberra and am a student representative at my college of residence, Burton and Garran Hall, the largest in the southern hemisphere. Our student body, (BAGMA) provides sporting, cultural and social activities for the 520 residents as well as fostering strong bonds between the hall and the broader university. 

As a student representative of a important grass roots resdiental body that relies on compulsorary payments, I write with great concern about the ominous prospect of Voluntary Student Unionism.  Giving students the choice to not support their union will ultimately trickle down to other like student bodies and adversely affect their good work. Without the compulsorary $80 payment we recieve from each resident, we would not be able to survive and events such as sporting competitions, multicultural evenings, balls, student art exhibitions, field trips and theatre productions would not operate. Given the financial restrictions on the average student it is regrettably foreseeable that many would choose not to pay and our group would go under. Without BAGMA, the hall, which i like to call my home, would be no more than a place to sleep, eat and study. University is much more than this. Our events and our leadership ensure that the many international students (from 30 different cou!

ntries) and domestic students can come together as neighbours and friends. I don't think Brendan Nelson realises the consequences of his package. Voluntary student unionism will destroy the multifaceted, dynamic and fruitful lifestyle I share with my 519 fellow residents at University.    

On a personal level, I am scared for the future of higher education, particularily when low income students (like myself) will have to compete for places with the proposed increased number of domestic full fee paying students. Such students will gain admission to courses with an far lower ENTER score. This is not fair, as it remodels the focus of the education system from academic merit to bank balance. Universities should accomodate students from all backgrounds and not only house the rich; a low income student that has worked hard and gained an impressive ENTER of 98 may lose out on admission to courses such as law and medicine to his/her wealthy full fee paying counterpart with a score of 90. This is clearly inequitable and does not honour student academic achievments. 

Besides many students (without suffiecient financial support) may choose against studying the liberal or visual Arts due to the less secure financial prospects once entering the work force. The 30% HECS increase forces many students to think seriously about their studies and their futures in financial terms and thus pushes them to study degrees that generally ensure better paypackets. This prevents students studying what they really want to.  The HECS increase will change the culture of universities from student learning capacity to student earning capacity and in the long run will lessen the quality and quantity of future Australian artists and critical thinkers.   

Sincerely: Liam Carter
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