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Summary: Impact of the proposed changes to higher education

To The Secretary, Senate Employment, Workplace Relations and Education References Committee: 

I am employed with a student organisation at a prominent Western Australian University.

I have decided to make this submission to you based on the abhorrent proposed changes to higher education in this country.  And before you make the assumption that I'm a labour supporter, based upon my occupation, think again.  But Nelson's proposals have not only offended my moral sense of right and wrong, but they are in danger of creating a greater divide between the have and have-nots in this already bigoted country.

The Australian federal government has to be one of the laziest governments on earth.  Got a problem?  Instead of fixing the problem...let's just change the laws so the problem doesn't legally exist any more.  Forcing students into debt will affect them FOR LIFE.  Imagine trying to apply for a home loan with a $50,000 debt hanging over your head.  Not that it bothers you too much, seeing as how first home buyers are already the most disadvantaged in the country.

Furthermore, the impact on the women of this country, should the proposed changes to higher education go ahead, will be deterimental.  Women already struggle to pay back HECS debts, because despite the "emancipated" social climate, we are still the mothers and the child-bearers; subsequently, we have to take time off work...subsequently, our debts linger...and gain interest, until they can never be repaid.  Fair and equitable for all?  Sure - as long you're male, and have completed your schooling, and earn $80,000 a year, and have no children that need to attend university, never need to own a home, take a holiday or enjoy life once you've earned your degree...

I am so offened by this government's quick fix approach to the funding crisis in higher education.  If these changes go ahead, you will ruin the lives of thousands of young Australians; you will risk alienating thousands from the chance of a university degree and a better life for themselves and their families; you will create debts that can never be paid off; you will increase unemployment rates; you will create a negative impact on industry (excellent for winning votes...I'm sure they'll be throwing them at you); and you will go down in history as the government that ruined Australia.  Oh, you will also lose the election - most University students are of voting age.

I'm sure none of this bothers the collective conscience of your government, as you will be retired by the time the impact of all this comes into bear, and living on payouts funded by students struggling to make ends meet.

Lift your game.  Just because you have come up with one solution, does not mean this is the only way it will work.  Use the brains you've been given and do something to help this country that doesn't involve bankrupting its youth and creating a system that only suits the wealthiest and those able to pay their way.  Any idiot can see what similar systems have done to other countries...why can't you?

Sincerely: name withheld
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