Submission to Senate Inqui
Education of Students with
Disabilities

Greg Lee 37 Simpson St
Warrnambool Vic 3280

0355629314 28/04/02

The education of hearing impaired children in the rural schools within the south west of Victoria is
a disgrace. How do | know this ? Because many parents of hearing impaired children have told
me so. Many are isolated in fairly remote areas, and partly due to this most feel powerless. Almost
all parents feel the current system fails their children miserably. Even schools with the very best
intentions fail because the proper support, knowledge and infrastructure does not exist. |
communicate with these parents in my role as president of the South West Hearing Support Group.
We only formed in recent months following a public meeting held in Warrnambool. The meeting
was organised by parents after the local principals in our region discarded the position of visiting
teacher. (Newspaper article enclosed. No 1)

The attitude of the Education Dept at this meeting astonished the attending parents. The subsequent
efforts of the Education Dept to ensure the position of VT wasn’t reinstated was equally astonishing.
(check Ed Dept letter of 30/11/01 written AFTER Minister Delahunty ordered the position of VT to be
reinstated. Enclosed No 2) This correspondence is delusive at best. |t became abundantly clear that the
people charged with making critical decisions that ultimately have the potential to create unbearable
hardship for our children, are totally ignorant of the impact of such decisions. Indeed, many fail to
reconogise any significant failings within the system. However the truth is this, for this region anyway---
Nothing is in place that addresses the disadvantage endured by our children. The needs of hearing
impaired children are very specific and cannot be measured by any generic formula of the type currently
used within the system. Please take note of this point! We parents hope that advocates like Victorian
Services for Deaf Children will successfully highlight the current system’s failings with regard to this.



Four parents from our group went on a study tour of the Bendigo / Shepparton area. One of the group was
reduced to tears. She is a single mother raising two hearing impaired children. To witness the huge disparity
in the educational process of that area compared to ours caused her emotional grief. She felt guilty that her
children had not been afforded a proper chance, and she wished she had known such services existed. As
she said “If I'd known | would have shifted”. Tell me, why should she have to? How can different regions of
the state be treated so differently? Why should Bendigo/ Shepparton have an effective system when we
have absolutely nothing? And make no mistake that is exactly what we've got. We find it perplexing that
governing policies don’t dictate the proper level of resources.

Almost all parents of hearing impaired children in this region are greatly concerned about their children’s
emotional and physiological state. They are often withdrawn in the school environment, but prone to
emotional outbursts at home. My daughter is mild to moderately deaf in both ears and 1 can tell you, her
problems are considerable. | could not begin to comprehend the difficulties of parents raising children with
higher degrees of hearing loss. Their fragile emotional state, to a very large degree, is influenced by the
acute lack of resources available to them. Studies have been conducted on people who have become both
deaf and blind. Asked which of these senses they would chose to regain. Almost unanimously the choice was
hearing. You see... communication is everything. The cost associated with the production of good
educational outcomes for these children will undoubtedly be recouped many times over as they gain
employment and contribute towards society.

| have included the submission that our group of parents presented to Minister Delahunty on 22/10/02 at a
regional state cabinet Meeting. It still reflects the current state of affairs accurately (Enclosed No 3).

| would have appreciated a bit more time to compile a more detailed submission. Not a soul I've spoken to
over the past fortnight had any knowledge of this senate inquiry. Accordingly, | would hope your committee
doesn't misread the situation here in the South West of Victoria. If individual submissions are low for this area
it will be for this reason and certainly not a indication of disinterest.(Enclosed No4} Certainly quite a few of
the parents in our group would jump at the opportunity to meet with members on your committee.. | would be
happy to make whatever arangements are required to facilitate this. Perhaps you could visit this area.
Alternately, we could meet in Melbourne. Canberra if we had to. We are crying out for help and will bend over
backwards to pursue assistance. Our children are suffering, make no mistake.

\
Yours Sincerely

Greg Lee

Ps Attachments in mail
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Department of

Education, Fmployment and Training

Warrnambool District
E) Box 1127
Warrnanhool, Vie, 328U

Telaphone: {03) 35413303
Faesimile: (02) 55613414

Nayember 30™ 2001

Hon Mary Delahunty
Minister for Education
Floor 1, 2 Treasury Place
FAST MELBOURNE 30072

Dear Mimster

T write on behalf of The Warrnambaol Area MNetwork to convay aur sincere concerna regarding the
racent infervention by Goverament and DEET officials in the student sepvices sfaffing requirements for
our Netwark, We have been directed to engnge a specialised teacher for the heaping impaired which goes
againsi the priorities of the Netwark's service provigion plan for directly employed and outsourced
persapnel and services.

Our Netwark (farmerly District) has worked extensively over the past sevaral years to determine the
service provision needs of our students who attend state schools within the Network, Several committee
of management surveys, aervice pravider case study information and an independent consultant's survey,
have been utilised to determine the speciolised service needs of children within our schoals, The level of
service with regards to specialised teaching and diagnostic skills, desired service provision as determined
by the program Support Group (PSE) pragesses, frequency of school, student and family contact,
individua) contact versus teacher/support personnel trafning or professional develapment have all heen

considered variously and collectively.

With regard to the pravision of o specialist service for the Hearing Impaired naeds of The Network, it
was determined, after very extensive consulfative needs assessment processes, that the level of service
was clearly in excess of need and that scarce redources were needed for other areas of critical or
desired. need. The determination was made only after all factars relevant to needs of hearing impaired
students within the state school catchment were fully investigated. Congequently, a pasition fora 0.8
EFT teacher was determined but the position was not filled.

Yo have o girective handed down without any consideration of the processes undertacken by a group of
schools charged with the responsibility of praviding appropriate suppart to school in erder to service the
very special needs of students, is disappainting and. we believe, not in the spirit of enhanced szif-
management. We cerfainly feel that such a directive has created a precedent which is disturbing and
unwarranted in the context of The newly defined Netwarl's role and responsibilities,

We have met and discussed the specific problems associated with appropriate specialised teaching and
earning suppor? for hearing impaired children. The parent delegation wos certainly very keen to see
thelr cause given o high priarity and were delighted thet they had achieved the outcome of the directive
to employ a specialist teacher specifically to support hearing impaired children in our schools realised.

13(}({(32@:“



AS parents they were, glite mdarsrandah!y, tancerned abant g diseriminat ary autcome for theip children
but were not mindful of the Network's finite resources and the heed for a sensitiye appraeach to the
prevision of specialised resources where competing intereste are constantly in facys within our schogls.

Our Network has been required o negotiate o Pesition of a speciaiiseqd teacher fop the hearing impoired
with three neighbouring Netwarks and to cover alj the salary, on-casts and fravel and administrgtiye
casts from within existing budgets. Unforrunufcly This means that othep prierity sepvica provision
arrangements cannot be reafiseq due to this imposed requirement.

Yoaur recognition of our sjtuntion and any advice You can give, which coyld a%5ist our Networl with thiz
dilemma of eperating within IMposed as again Self-managed sepvice Provisian outcomes, will be cerfainly
appreciated. We have hagd extensive discissions with aur Regional Officers and have recsived Support
and co-operation in dealing with this operatienal anomaly. 4 positicn has baen advertised ard g Pasitisn

Statement which we belizve best refigcts the nature of the directive and oy hegt effarts to fuppart a
7§ 0T g CGMP?‘EH&"«?F‘JG Survite Friovaswy pur: JudCa we Urlieg

pesition which enables ol efeme;
impairments, rhe schools responsible for these students ond the parents of those students, has been

prepared and actioned,

Plzasa contact oyp imtenim chairpersan, Brion Trotter {Principal - Howkesdale College) with any response

Yau may see es appprappicte to oyr assertions and concerns.

Thank voy anticipation
Yours sincerely .
o’

Haward T, Looney (Principal) ' -
(Warrnambool Area Netwark Management Committee ~ Interim)

John Vogels MLA, Member for Warmambool

Stephen Franzi-Ford, ASCTV
Trevor Flstcher, Regional Dirsotor BSWR

[¥vH
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Ms. Anne Bayly,

Spokesperson,

Parents of Deaf & Hearing Impaired Children,
Barwon South Western Region,

9 Norma Avenue,

HAMILTON 3300

The Minister for Education,
The Honorable Ms. Mary Delahunty.

Dear Ms. Delahunty,

We are writing to seek a commitment and your support for the provision of adequate educational
services for the deaf and hearing impaired children in the Barwon South West Region of Victoria.

Furthermore, we are seeking your personal commitment to oversee action and effective outcomes
for our children.

Background

Prior to 1992 there were four qualified specialist visiting teachers servicing the region. Two were
for the hearing impaired and one each for the vision impaired and physically disabled. This
arrangement was adequate as it enabled deaf children to be included in the local educational
setting.

Our community of parents and children have experienced a gradual reduction and diminishing of
this specialist teacher service since this time. By the year 2001 the visiting teacher service had
diminished to the point that there was no visiting teacher left to service 57 children (45 deaf & 12
vision impaired). This position required the visiting teacher to travel distances of over 1000kms
per week. This situation was clearly untenable for the visiting teacher and the recipients of the
service.

We stood by and watched our children being actively discriminated against and by 2001 the
situation deteriorated further in that our community was left with no specialist teacher to meet the
educational needs of deaf and hearing impaired children.

We consider this to be seriously discriminatory and requiring an urgent response.

We enclose a list of recommendations and actions from parents in this region, that needs to be
addressed with the utmost urgency.

Yours sincerely,

Ms. Anne Bayly.

h@379451 . doc



ISSUES

An Inequitable Education Program: Double discrimination - Disability & Location

Inequitable access to specialist visiting teacher services across the State. In the Melbourne
metropolitan area a more reasonable ratio of 20 to 1 exists, without huge travel distances.

The current system supports learning disadvantaqge

The parents we represent believe their situation to be dire and completely disadvantages
learning outcomes for their children.

There has been no consultation and community views have been ignored

The consultation process has been totally non-existent and parents have been ignored. This
has led to total frustration and disillusionment with your Department. When will the
Bureaucrats listen? Parents understand the complexity of learning issues facing their
children.

No recognition of the special needs of deaf and hearing impaired children

The Department appears to be completely ignorant in its appreciation of the special learning
needs of deaf and hearing impaired children. These needs relate to the basic cornerstones
of education practice, language, clear communication, literacy, receptiveness to new
information and ideas. Furthermore, the visiting specialist teachers’ skill appears to be
devalued and under-appreciated by decision makers in the bureaucracy, who at whim,
facilitate the exit of these teachers. This is done without conscience or regard for our
children’s learning outcomes.

Commitment to Action

We request that you personally oversee an effective and positive outcome for our children in
this region.

RECOMMENDATIONS/ACTIONS

The specialist visiting teacher service should be immediately reinstated. This must be done
with regard to a more realistic workload. Consideration must be given to the distances
travelled and the number of students serviced.

tn this region the establishment of a centre for deaf education is required that has the
capability to service outlying areas.

A budget be established to cover travel expenditure required to access these services.

A working party be established, comprising of peak deaf educational bodies, local parents
and education department personnel to implement these recommendations and to develop
policies that will support the implementation process and improve educational outcomes for
deaf and hearing impaired children. These policies should apply to all children in the
education setting of their choice.

hiZ378451.doc
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Ta: mverick@national.acrod.org.au

Subject: senate inquiry

Dear Margart, 1 am involved with a group of parents who have hearing impaired children(South
West Hearing Support Group) We learnt last week of the senate inquiry set down for Oct thanks
to VSDC who we have recently affilliated with. My concern is this— | have spoken to a large
number of parents who have disabled children, several teachers and even a couple of school
principals within the South West. Not one person knew anything of the inquiry. Submissions are
to be in by 29/4. This situation is farcical and should be addressed in some way. Certainly late
submissions should be received. Is this situation happening on a broard scale ?  How were
parents expected to find out about this inquiry? We are certainly thrilled that it's happening.
How ever it's effectiveness is certainly deminished without the voice of parents, who as you know
, work at the coalface in caring for the disabled. Could you respond and/ or pass on these
caoncerns to relevant persons. Greg Lee 37 Simpson St Warrnambool 3280 Ph 55629314



Lee,Greg,DENNINGTON,QuaIity Assurance

From: Margaret Verick [MVerick@national.acrod.org.au]
Sent: Thursday, 18 April 2002 9:40

To: Lee,Greg, DENNINGTON,Quality Assurance
Subject: RE: senate inquiry

Dear Greg

Thank you for message, although it's disturbing to read that you have
only become aware of the inquiry. I have heard that some people plan to
contact the Senate Committee conducting the inquiry to ask for an
extension for lodging submissions, but I have not heard if they have
been successful. You can contact the Secretary of the Benate Committee,
John Carter, on 02 6277 3520 to request an extension and express your
concerns about the lack of information.

ACROD, which is the national industry association for disability
services, originally circulated this information through ACROD State
Divigions, its national committees and affiliated networks. I understand
that the inquiry was also advertised in all the major newspapers, but
it's always difficult to keep track of events that way. As BACROD
represents the non-government orgranisations that provide services
(mainly employment, accommodation, respite, day services) te people with
disabilities, there is little direct contact with the education sector.

The Association for Children with a Disability in Victoria may well be
making a submission. You can contact the Association on 8500 1232,
{Michael Gourlay is the CEO} or email mail@acd.org.au
<mailto:mail@acd.org.au> . This Association is alsc in the process of
forming a national parent association, specifically for those with
children aged 18 years and under. This is called the Australian
Asgociation for Families cof Children with a Disability. You can find out
more and / or register your interest online on the web site
http://www.acd.org.au/national_contacts/main.html
<http://www.acd.org.au/national_contacts/main.html>

In the meantime, we'll take your concerns into account when we make our
submisgsion.

Regards
Margaret
Margaret Verick
Policy Officer

ACROD

PO Box 60 CURTIN ACT 2605

Phone 02 6282 4333

Fax 02 6281 3488

Email mverickenaticnal.acrod.org.au
ABN 52 008 445 485

————— Original Message-----

From: Greg.Lee@au.nestle.com [mailto:Greg.Lee®@au.nestle.com]
Sent:; Thursday, 18 April 2002 8:30 AM

To: Margaret Verick

Subject: senate inquiry

Dear Margaret, I am involved with a group of parents who have hearing
impaired children(South West Hearing Support Group) We learnt last
week of the senate inquiry set down for Oct thanks to VS8DC who we have
recently affilliated with. My concern is this-- I have spoken to a
large number of parents who have disabled children, several teachers
and even a couple of school principals within the South West. Not one
person knew anything of the inquiry. Submissions are to be in by 29/4.
This situation is farcical and should be addressed in some way.
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- By JULIE GRIFFITHS |

HEARING impaired children in Portlaad and
Hoywood could miss out on the rervices of o
spevizlived teachar -agafn this year aiter an
sduention department edverliseront failml o
attruct uny applicants, :

The -department advertised for a visiting

m.fﬁr hearing impaired chiliren in
mber, to fill & position whith had been
vaeani since jate 2000, S
South West Hearing Support Giruup president
‘G!"ex Lo said five Portland ehildren and one
Haywood  child -were among 58 Lanring
impairad childeen in ths south-west who wate
being discriminated against by the
department’s “poor” attempt v rocruit a
tonchar, .
He gaid tho nowspuper advertiseroent was toa
Jemiall and offerod no additional incettives to
potential applicants to lure them to the
south-weet. . , . _ ,
| "The advertisament was unacceptable; The
elover month tenure it offered was not going 1o
attract suitable appHeanta. to this region," he

I'n

Teacher for hearing impaired needed

aaid. :
“ln the meanlime hearing impaired ¢hildren
g3 misAing out oi the tuvelunbls assistance of
a vigiting teachaer,” ' i
A spokeswoman for the visiting toaeker service
fer hearing impaired chiliren . claimed
south-wast children wors baing
“disadvantaged” by the department’s failure to
reeruit & Visiting leacher o the region.
“Visiting teachers arg frecly avgi?ﬁ»f;m*ﬂim
eity, but in the conntry il is very hard to obtain
thet same level of expertise,” ghe sadd,, .
“These children are missing ou! en eonstant
monitoring, and claseroom teachere ars rot
getling specinliel support (n the clagaroom ”
Doportiaent of Lducation, Employment and
Training regional assistant divector Petar Brnin
gaid vonsultations with soutk.waost public
selywole and parent BUpPOTt group: expected to
take place would consider “the hegt why to meet,
the needs of hearing impalied children in the
svuth-west region”™, following the failure to
ettract applicants.
The Bouth Weat Hearing Suppori Group will
racet at Laka Pertobo at midday on January 27,
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Hearing, vision
impaired lack
support teacher

HEARING snd vision jmpaired 0 3¢ fully qualified toacher. who cov-
children in HamiltoD, Portland, ©red the sams ares. .
Warrnamhoo) paod Camperdown Anne balieves location E‘aﬂ an inte-
e being deprived of 1p-scbool mﬁﬁ{mﬁﬁr ad
gupport gervices in the BDSODCE covarage can be S rmowhat burden
of & visiting teacher. gome in Tegional arcas.

The most recent giting teacher, =~ . .
gerviting Hn}llﬂton and Purtland { do not wa;]: wy c}nlfir:n to ab; ag:!;
opigued io mid August this Joor 0 d  due to P2 Teablity end their rurel

the sppointment of another teacher is  Jocation,” she anid.

yat to be confirm With a mumber of other pacents of
hearing end vigioD impaired children

ba}ll_amilto:;m re?dcmt., A;_rma Bnt;ly,

ieveos absenca o1 & viaibin

tancher has & detdmental effect 0;‘1 cl:uncemed ﬂ.b{mt'-the Bitﬂ?ﬂ%n, a pub-

children with Learing impairments. ;lemem is baing held iz. BrTNAR:

Anne's two children, Reece. 14, and to highlight the issue. .

e 10, both have progressive hear. Reprenentatives from the Society of
ing logs and heve used the gervicas o Desf Cl,“lﬂfe‘fmaﬂd the Dep nt, of
the vigiting beacher since Raece was Education _attend 08 meating
d_i,?.g”“d with the impairment. which will provide ap proas for con-

visgiting teacher Eor the deaf over corned parties o discues - the Views

the laat 11 yasre has heen invslunble ":“i opinions. .

in SupPPOrting and jmplementing ope- We dont want band i solutions,
cific ptrategies, resources, equipmont %O want fixed policics, o paid.
and ongoing support and advocacy QOne idea to be diseussed n}- the meel-
.. " Anmne saxd. ing will be the aibility of setting up
Reforo 1992, four full timp ified @ cemtre for desf educatidd in War-
visiting teachers sorviced the deaf and mambool that has outre capabil-

ing nnl:ﬁlrad and the phgaicully ties to pervice outlying areas.
disabled in Familten, Portland, War-  The meeting will be held at the

ynambool aod Campardown. Archie Graham Centre | Timor St.
A short uma after, this was reduced Warrnambool on Wednesday at Tpm.

TIME for improvements — Abbi Peters and mother Anne Bayly ard calfing for
petter support for Hemiiton and district residents effected by heafing. vision
and physical Impaitnents. L anoais




11:5@ FROM: 2325725814

T =

! Meeting s"ehéulzsﬁa—ctijn
on suppotrt services

A PUBLIC mcoting
to address the lack of
in-achool support
services for heuring
and vision impaired
children in Ilamilton,
Portland, Warrnam-
boot and Camper-
down has drawn a
strong response from
the community.

More than 50 people
attended the meeting in
Warmumbeol including
Dapartment of Educa-
tion and Victorian Serv-
ices for Daaf Children
(¥SDC) represenlatlives,
diatrict achool principala
and parents Orn;lﬂi] Ten
with vigien and hearing
impairmente.

A number of paruis
cxpraﬂsed anger aboul
the withdrawal of u vis-
iting teacher mervice
without thceir
cansultation.

The moet recant visiting

laacher, [eervicing Ham-
ilton amd Portland,
resigned)in mid Auguat
this year and has not
cen replaced.

Hamilton resident,
Anne Bhyly, has Lwe
children” with progree-
Bivo hearing loaz and
believea her childron are
being inadequnately
catered for without the
ausietance of a visiting
teacher,

“It's time 10 take a new
direction| ect up new pol-
icies,” Axnc said.

*“This ndeds te be across
the board, to encompass
all schepbls — private
and public.

“There nceds L be a
clenr path for parents 1o
know Lhely can follow the
child’s | educationnl
needs.”
Mz Bayly said the meet-
ing was! pusitive with

many se'{lﬁng w fid o

solution fo the problem,
One pospibility included

the catablishment of a
group comprising par-
ents, tearhers and
Dapariment of KEduca-
tion officials to identify
the educational ncods of
vhildren with a hearing
and vision disubilities,

A report in the War-
rnambool Staudard
slated that the VSDC
would seek Lo work with
the Department of Edu-
cation o help improve
services in the south
wask.

“I'hings arve geing to
hapren, we're not going
t»ori\g? down,” Ms guyly
aaid.

VSDC chief execufive
otficer, Damian Lacey
was quoted as saying
that the organisation
would be happy to work
with the Ilggucation
Depurtment in creating
a ragiona)] plan that was
proactive [or the hearing
und vision impaired.
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§ it cruel?
- Does RfUdeprive deserving chii-
"R dicn of a chance to live normal
lives?

[xoes it say that the State Govern-
ment doesn’t give a stuff about

protécting  services for reglonal
. peaple?.
noAsk Horsham  district  parent

. Campbell: Trewin and you'll get a
rpretty-dicect answer.
" ‘He's"a Horsham city councillor,
Horshagt branch Liberal Party sec-
retary; and he’s the father of a girl
who stends to suffer through cuts to
h:;rn“slfog‘ a visiting \wacher for the
' -_gr.ﬁé;;qﬁok):.-oul after learning that
- the teacher's hours would shrink
Lrfrob three days 10 oné in the vast
1 RineFe region.
e ." |

Bn off’’ he told the
: g::lish.,__ o

‘Back into battle for the deaf

F - BT ROELLEY]

Mail-Times
aditorial

“That they're n¢ longer important
in the scheme of things according to
the governiment,”

Campbell Trewin is no stranger to
a stouch

He made encugh noise through
the Mail-Times in 1998 to have
teaching hours for the hearing-
inpgired tncreased to realistic levels
in Horsham, .

But the victory has besn short-
lived. o

Wimmera Hearing Society has
backed his new campaign opposing
cuts in hours and every lobby gioup
will highlight the’ absurdity of one
teacher spending one mere day a
week attempling tg answer the nesds
of hearing-impaired children across

. the broad Wimmera,

.

But 1 management group of
Wimmera principals believes the
level of support is sufficient, with

~ chairman lain McNee saying in

woday's Mail-Times thalt beuriog-
impaired students have approprisse
support for next year and that some
resvwrces have been reallocated to
other priotity areas.

Our fear ¥is” that department

‘bureauctacy. works in. asworld of
ratios and equations which clinically -

distance it from reality.

The same reality couldn’s be mpro .

apparent to somecne like Catnpbell

Trewin who has mustered encugh

guts and gumprion to speak: out in.
the interests of saving sufferers,
families and friends from enduring
more hardship.

' He'll need the impassioned voice
of the community to be raised in
anger to enable him to be_heard,

(et (%

- B
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Mr Greg Lee

President, South West
Hearing Support Group

37 Simpson St Warrnambool

3280 02/01/02

The Minister for Education,
The Honorable Ms Mary Delahunty
Dear Ms Delahunty

Our group would appreciate your response to a situation that is unacceptable to
us. We refer to the Visiting Teacher position which failed to draw an
application. This was not surprising given the extent of advertising that was used
to attract applicants. One 30mm by 34mm advertisement in the Age on 8/12 and
a one line advertisement in one edition of the Education Times. Additionally, as
discussed extensively, a reasonably long tenure would be required to attract
suitable applicants into a rural setting such as Warrnambool. But what was
advertised? Eleven months!!

| have spoken to Peter Brain and he has informed me that even if a late
application occurred (closing date 20/12) the position could not be filled. |
gathered this was due to recruitment policy and because, as Mr Brain explained,
the “network structure” had changed and this may cause a change in funding
allocations.This we do find surprising! We want to know, Have we received a
commitment to fill the VT position, or haven't we?

At the Regional Cabinet Meeting in Warrnambool we were overjoyed with your
response to our submission. You spoke of formulating a recruitment strategy to
ensure a qualified V T was sourced. What has gone wrong? Why have people
within your department handled this situation in such an appathitic manner ?
Two negligible advertisements and nothing more! Surely some contact with the
bodies that provide the education for the people we are attempting to source
would have been appropriate. Surely it's not to late to rectify this debacle. We are
requesting your immediate intervention to ensure our children receive the same
support that is provided in other areas of the state The appointment of a single V
T will fall well short , but it will at least be a start..



Four members of our group completed a two day study tour of the Bendigo and
Sheparton and were stunned at the disparity with regard to the levels of service
between that area and ours. Whilst programs and services are in place in those
areas, absolutely nothing exists, by comparison, in our area. Quite frankly, our
children are being discriminated against. Whilst we have not received a
documented response to our written submission as yet, it is the successful
sourcing of a VT that commands our immeadiate attention. Our children deserve
the best future we can give them and we desperately need your help.

Greg Lee



Lee,Greg,DENNINGTON,QuaIity Assurance

From: Lee,Greg, DENNINGTON,Quality Assurance

Sent: Tuesday, 2 October 2001 14:01

To: '‘comcab@dpc.vic.gov.au'

Subject: submission for chat with Mary Delahunty on 22/10/0!

| wish to expiain the significant disadvantage endured by the deaf and vision impared children in the region
encompassing Portland, Hamilton, Camperdown and Warrnambool.

1 |n 1992 this area had four specialist visiting teachers servicing this area.
By 1999 we were left with one. A sub committee from the all-schools group of principals downgraded this one last
qualified person. With an impossible workload to manage, she resigned.

What is happening now , ina nutshell, is that whilst the Government is providing funding for these children, a great
many schools are using this money ineffectively. Many parents in this area are quite distraught at the current
situation.

A delegation from The Victorian Coliege of the Deaf have offered to conduct a meeting on 17/40 in Warrnambool.
On route they will stop in Geelong and speak with Trevor Fletcher. At this meeting we intend to invite all interested
parties, including the principles involved in the whoale process. Obviously many parents wilt be attending, and many of
them have heart rendering stories to tell.

The minister needs to know just how the current system is failing our children.
This is a problem that can be rectified with good management and understanding.
| hope a brief interview can be organised

Regards, Greg Lee

P $ Richard Morrow says hello!





