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GregLee 37 Simpson St
Warmambool Vic 3280

0355629314 28/04/02

The education of hearing impaired children in the rural schools within the south west of Victoria is
a disgrace. How do | know this ? Because many parents of hearing impaired children have told
me s0. Many are isolated in fairy remote areas, and partly due to this most feel powerless. Amost
all parents feel the current system fails their chidran miserably. Even schools with the very best
intentions fail becauss the proper support, knowledge and infrastructure does not exist. |
communicate with these parents in my role as president of the South West Hearing Support Group.
‘We only formed i recent months following a public meeting held in Warmambool. The meeting
was organised by parents after the local principals in our region discarded the position of visiing
teacher. (Newspaper article enciosed. No 1)

The attitude of the Educalion Dept at this meeting astonished the attending parents. The subsequent
efforts of the Education Dept to ensure the position of VT wasn't reinstated was equally astonishing.
(check Ed Dept letter of 30/11/01 written AFTER Minister Delahunty ordered the position of VT to be
reinstated, Enciosed No 2) This correspondence Is delusive at best, It became abundantly clear that the
peaple charged with making critical decisions that utimately have the potential to create unbearable
hardship for our children, are totally ignorant of the impact of such decisions. Indeed, many fai to
reconogise any significant fallings within the system. However the truth Is this, for this region anyway-—
Nothing is n place that addresses the disadvaniage endured by our children. The needs of hearing
impaired children are very specific and cannot be measured by any generi formula of the type currently
used within the system. Please take note of this pointl We parents hope that advocates like Victorian
Services for Deaf Children will successfully highlight the current systen’s failings with regard to this,




[image: image2.png]Four parants from our group went on a study tour of the Bendigo / Shepparton area. One of the group was
reduced fo tears. She is a single mother raising two hearing impaired children. To witness the huge disparity
in the educational process of that area compared 10 ours caused her emofional grief. She feit guiy that her
childron had not been afforded a proper chance, and she wished she had known such services existed. As
“he said If 1d known | wouid have shifted”, Tell me, why shouid she have to? How can diferent regions of
ihe state be treated so differently? Why should Bendigo/ Shepparton have an effective system when we.
hiave absolutely nofhing? And make no mistake that is exactly what we've gol. We find it perplexing that
goveming policies don't dictate the proper level of resources.

Almost all parents of hearing impaired children in this region are greatly concerned about their children's

emotional and physiological state. They are often withdrawn in the school environment, but prone to
emotional outoursts at home. My daugher is mild to moderately deaf in both ears and | can tell you, her
‘problems are considerable. | could not begin to comprehend the difficultes of parents raising children with
higher degrees of hearing loss. Their fragile emotional state, to a very large degree, is influenced by the
acitte lack of resources available {o them. Studies have been conducied on people who have become both
eaf and biind, Asked which of these senses they would chose (o regain. Almest unanimously the choice was
hearing, You see. . communication is everything. The cost associated with the production of good
educational oulcomes for these children wil undoubtedly be recouped many times over as they gain
employment and contribute towards society.

| have included the submission that our group of parents presented to Minister Delahunty on 22110/02 ata
regional state cabinet Meeting. It stil reflects the current state of affairs accurately (Enclosed No 3).

| would have appreciated a bit more fime 1o compile a more detalled submission. Not a sou I've spoken to
over the past fortnight had any knowledge of this senate inquiry. Accorcingly, | wouid hope your committee
doesn't misread the situation here in the South West of Victoria. I individual submissions are low for tis area
it will be for this reason and certainly not a indication of disinterest (Enclosed No4) Certainly quite a few of
the parents in our group would jump at the opportunity fo mest with members on your committee.. | would be
happy to make whalever arrangements are required to faciltate this. Perhaps you coukd vis: this area.
Alternately, we could meet in Melbourne. Canbera if we had to. We are crying out for help and will bend over
backwards 1o pursue assistance. Our children are suffering, make o mistake.

Yours §incerely

Greg Lea

Ps. Atiachments in mail
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Department of
Education, Employment and Training

‘Warrnambool Distriet
B0 Box 1127
Warmanhool, Vie. 1250

felephans: (13} 5561298
Fnesimile: (03) 55613419

Naverber 307 200!

Hon Mary Delahunty
Minister for Education
Flaar 1.2 Treasiry Pace.
FAST MELBOURNE 3002

Dear Mirister

L rite o el of rhe Warerambast Area Nefork 1o convey our smcers concenns rogarding the
eacent infervention by Guvernment and DEET officicl in the student sorvices statfing reqiresents fer
e Netark, e have been directed to engage & specialised teachas for the hearing impaired which goas
aaains the prioities of he Network's semice provision pan for direetly emplayed ard outsourced

perscrnel nd services.

s Network (Farmerly District) has worked extensively over the gast sevaral years to determie the
Sarvice provision nesds of o students who atterd state gchosls within the Network. Severel cemnitree
of monagement surveys, senvice rovider case sty nfarmation and on ndependent cansilrant's s ver.
have been utilisad to determina he specilised service nees of children withi our schools, The level of
servive with regards fo speciolsed teaching ond diagnastic ekl dasired service pravision o determined
by the pregren S.pport Grou: (PSG) pragasses, frequency of schl, sfudent and famly cantact,
indivici) sambact versus feocher/pport personne! training or prafessiorcl development have af been

considared veriously ond ceflectively.

Wit regard 1o the pravison of aspecialiéf rvise For the Hearing Tmpaired nescs of treNetwr: it
as determined, after very extendie corgultatve needs Gssessment processes. that the level of service
was clearly in excess of need and that saance resources were noeded far ofhen areas of critical ar
Unsied. ness, The determiation was made only after all factars relevent fo nceds of hearing impaired
Crudents within he state schaol catehmen were fuly ivetigated. Censequently.a position for @ 0
EFT teache was defermined but the position wes oot flled.

e processes undertaken by @ greup of

o have ¢ aective hended down withaut any consideration of

schaols charged with the respansibliy of providi oppFopriate augpart o school i orcer o e
very specia needs of studens, i cisappointing and we elinye, nct in the spiril of enhaced self-

marcgement. W certainly fee) hat such a iracfive hos created a precedert which s cisfursing end
warsented i the cantex  the neuly defined Netwarca role and responsivtities

We hove met and discussed he spacific prablems assaciated with cpprpriate <pecielized feaching end
aring suppart for hearing impained children. The parent dalegation was certainly very keen fo see
Their causa given o igh pricrity and were delighted thet they had cchieved the aulcome of the directive
o enpley a specitst teachen specifisaly To support hearing impoired children n our schools reclised

1y e
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parets ey e, gt incorstansably, conarned b discriminatary aurcome far their chilgre
it AT 8 il 5 the Netwcricy i reeppan he need for o sansitive apprach 1o
Frovionof sueciolsed rescurees where comperig myaseuns e OnstantY i facus wishin our schapls

oar ecOtion of ut siustion e ey shiceyou s 2ive, Which coud assist our Netuwari with 1his
e of operating within impesed g3 g ey pranoged serice provisian outcanos, il e seyre oty

PRrecates. We hove nad extensive discygn s o Sfficers and bove recaived spoe
3 Soerian o desling i this onea gt o11has b cverised ond o g
Svtement which we velece best oty fiu mgn rective s best el o 1o coppart o
#05iton whici enables o v o o g

mpsintents, the schaols respansiole for thags poreats of thase vrucents, hos bren

Plase contact our interi chalrpensan, Sricn Trotrer {Feincipal - Hewkesde Colege) with any response
YOGy See €3 EpROEriEte 1o our cssertions cnd comcarns

Thank you antieipation

Yours sincerely
)
e e

Hawerd 1. Looney Principal)
(Werrnamsaol Area Netvork Maragement Cammitree  Interin)

€ ok Vogela MLA, Motabes or Warmnusiol
Stephen FranziTor, ASCTY
Tsevor ischr, Regioua! Diector BSWR
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Ms. Ame Bayly,
‘Spokesperson,

Parents of Deaf & Hearing Impaired Chidren,
‘Barwon South Western Region,

9 Norma Avenue,

HAMILTON 3300

The Minister for Education,
‘The Honorable Ms. Mary Delahunty.

Dear Ms. Delahunty,

We are writing to seek a commitment and your support for the provision of adequate educational
services for the deaf and hearing impaired children in the Barwon South West Region of Victoria.

Furthermore, we are seeking your personal commitment to oversee action and effective outcomes
for our children.

Background

Prior to 1962 there were four quaiified specialst visiting teachers serviing the region. Two were
for the hearing impaired and one each for the vision impaired and physically disabled. This
arrangement was adequate as 1t enabled ceaf chidren to be included in the local educational
seting.

Our community of parents and children have experienced a gradual reduction and diminishing of
this specialist teacher service since this time. By the year 2001 the visiting teacher service had
diminished to the point that there was 110 visiling teacher left to service 57 children (45 deaf & 12
Vision impaired). This position required the visiling teacher (o travel distances of over 1000kms
perweek. This situation was ciearly untenable for the visiting teacher and the recipients of the
service.

We stood by and watched our children being actively discriminated against and by 2001 the
situation deferiorated further in that our community was et with no specialis teacher to meet the
educational needs of deaf and hearing impaired children.

We consider this to be seriously discriminatory and requiring an urgent response.

We enclose a ist of recommendations and actions from parents in this region, that needs to be
addressed with the utmost urgency.

Yours sincerely,

Ms. Anne Bayly.
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An Inequi ation Program: Double disc - ion

Inequitable access to specialist visiting feacher services across the State. In the Melbourne.
‘metropolitan area a more reasonabie ralio of 20 to 1 exists, without huge travel distances.

The current system supports learning disadvantage

The parents we represent believe their situation to be dire and completely disadvantages
learning outcomes for their chikdren.

There has be \d community views have been ignored

The consuitation process has been totally non-existent and parents have been ignored. This
has led to total frustration and disilusionment with your Department. When will the
Bureaucrats listen? Parents understand the complexity of leaming issues facing their
children

No recognition of the special needs of deaf and hearing impaired childron

‘The Department appears to be completely ignorant n its appreciation of the special learning
needs of dea and hearing impaired children. These needs relate to the basic comerstones
of education practice, language, clear communication, literacy, receptiveness to new
information and ideas. Furthermore, the visiting specalist teachers' skill appears to be
devalued and undor-appreciated by decision makers in the bureaucracy, who at whim,
faciltato the exitof these teachers. This is done without conscience or regard for our
children's learming outcomes.

‘Commitment to Action

We request that you personally oversee an effective and posilive outcome for our chiidren in
this region.

RECOMMENDATIONS/ACTIONS

“The specialst visiing teacher service should be immediately reinstated. Tris must be dane
vith regard to a more realistic workload. Consideration must be given t the distances
travelied and the number of students serviced.

Inthis region the estalishment of a cenire for deaf education is required that has the
capabilty to service oulying areas.

A budget be established to cover travel expenditure required to access these services.

Aworking party be established, comprising of peak deaf educational bodies, local parents
and education department personnel to implement these recommendations and (o develop
policies that will support the implementation proess and improve educational outcomes for
deaf and hearing impaired children. These policies should apply to all children in the
education setting of their Goice.
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To: mveric@national.acrod org.au

Subject: senate inquiry

Dear Margart, 1 am involved with a group of parents who have hearing impaired chidren(South
West Hearing Support Group) We leamt st woek of the senale incuiry st down for Oct tharks
0 VSDC who we have recently afflated wih. My concern i ths-- | have spoken o a large
number of parents who have disabled chidren. soveral feachors and even a couple of school
principals withn the South West. Not one person knew anylhing of the Inguiy. Submissions are
10,50 in by 29/4. This stuatio is farcical end should be addressed in some way. Certainly late
Submissions should be received. s ths situalion happening on a broard scalc 2 How were
parenis expected fo ind out abaut his nqury? e afe cortainly thriled that ifs happening.
How ever s effecivencss is certainly deminishod without the voice of parents, who as You know.
, work st the coalface in caring for the cisabled.  Gould you respond and! or pass on these
Goncems {0 rlevant persons.  Greg Lee 37 Simpson St Wermambool 3280 Ph 55628314
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Margaret Verik [MYerick
Trursday. 18 Apri 2002 5:
Leo,Grog DENNINGTON Qually Assurance
RE senats inqury

ationalacrod org.au]

Dear Greg

Thank you for message, although it's disturbing to read that you have
oniy bcone awave of the inquiry. I have heard that some people plan to
Conlact the Semate Committee conducting the inguiry to ask for an
Cottmeion for lodging submissions, but I have not heard if they have
aen aucceseful. You can contact the Secretary of the Semate Committee,
B e rer on 02 5277 3520 to request an extension and express your
Zoncerns apout the lack of information.

AcRoD, which is the mational industry aesociation for disabilizy
Beioltes, originally circulates this information through ACROP Sraze
Bivisions, ite national commictess and affiliated netuorke. I understand
Chat the inquiry was aleo advertised in all the major mewepapers, but
t's always Qifficult to keep track of events that vay. Ms ACROD
epresents the non-government orgranisations that provide services
nly employment, accommodation, respite, day services) to people with
dinsbilities, there 1s little dizect contact with the education sector.

The Rasociation for Children with a Disability in Vieteria may well be
Mafiing a submisgion. You can contact the Association on $500 1233,
Twichael Gourlay is the CEO) or email maildacd.org.au
{mailtermailsacs.org.aus . This Association is 3lso in the process of
forming a metional parent association, specifically for those with
ehildren aged 16 years and urder. Thic is called the Australian
Sosociation for Families of Gnildren with a Disability. You can £ind out
ove and | or regiater your interest online on the web site

et //war.acd.org.au/sational_contacts/main. htnl

htim:/ fuwn acd. ovg.an/national_contacts/main. hewls

In the meantime, we'll take your concerns into accoust when we Take our
submission.

Regards
vargaret

vargaret Verick
Policy officer

AcROD
BO Box §0 CURTIN ACT 2605

Fhore 02 5282 4213

Fax 02 6281 2488

Email mverickenational.acrod.org.at
RN 52 008 445 485

“origiral Nessage
From: Greg.Leesau.nestle.con [nailt
Senc Thursday, 18 April 2002 8:30 AM
To: Margaret Vezick

Subject: seaate inquiry

reg. Leesau nestLe . con]

Dear Margaret, I am iavolved with a group of parents who have hearing
rmaired chilaren(Sourh West hearing Support Crowp) We learnt last
ook of the semate inquiry set down for Oct thanks £o USDC who we have
ecently atfilliated with. My concern s this-- 1 have spoken £o &
Tacae nirber of pazents who have disabled childrsn, several Leachers
ana aven & couple of school principals within the South West. Not one
pereon knew anything of the inguiry. Submisaicns are to be in by 29/4.
This citnation is farcical and should be addressed in sone way.

1
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President, South West
Hearing Support Group
37 Simpson St Warmambool

3280 02/01/02

The Minister for Education,
The Honorable Ms Mary Delahunty
Dear Ms Delahunty

Our group would appreciate your response (o a situation that is unacceptable to
us. We refer to the Visiting Teacher position which failed to draw an

application. This was not surprising given the extent of advertising that was used
to attract applicants. One 30mm by 34mm advertisement in the Age on 8/12 and
a one line advertisement in one edition of the Education Times. - Additionally, as
discussed extensively, a reasonably long tenure would be required to atiract
suitable applicants into & rural setfing such as Warmambool. But what was
advertised? Eleven months!!

| have spoken to Peter Brain and he has informed me that even if a late
application occurred (closing date 20/12) the position could not be filled. |
gathered this was due to recruitment policy and because, as Mr Brain explained,
the “network structure” had changed and this may cause a change in funding
allocations. This we do find surprising! We want to know, Have we received a
commitment to fill the VT position, or haven't we?

Atthe Regional Cabinet Mesting in Warmambool we were overjoyed with your
response to our submission. You spoke of formulating a fecruitment sirategy to
ensure a qualfied V T was sourced. What has gone wrong? Why have people
within your department handled this situation in such an appathitic manner ?
Two negligible acvertisements and nothing more! Surely some contact with the
bodies that provide the education for the people we are attempting to source
would have been appropriate. Surely it's not to late to rectify this debacle. We are
requesting your immediate intervention to ensure our children receive the same
support that is provided in other areas of the state The appointment of a singie V.
T will fall well short , but it wil at least be a start,





[image: image18.png]Four members of our group completed a two day study tour of the Bendigo and
Sheparton and were stunned at the disparity with regard to the levels of service
between that area and ours. Whilst programs and services are in place in those
areas, absolutely nothing exists, by comparison, in our area. Quite frankly, our
children are being discriminated against. Whilst we have not received a
documented response o our written submission as yet, it is the successful
sourcing of a VT that commands our immeadiate attention. Our children deserve
the best future we can give them and we desperately need your help.

GregLee
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“comcab@dpc vic.gov.au

submission for chat with Mery Delahunty on 22/10/01

 wish o explain the sigaFicant isadventage endured by the deaf and vision mpered fidren In the region
encompassing Portiand, Hamilton, Gamperdown and Warrnafbool.

4 In 1992 this area had four speciaist isiing teachers senvicing this area.
1996 we wore ot it on. A sub commites fom the al-schoos group of principals downgraded tis one ast
qualfied person. With an impossibie workload to manage, she resigned.

\What s happening now , i a nulshel, is that whit the Governmen s providing funding for iese enidren, a greal
any schoois a1 Gaig this money nefiectively. - Many parenis i tis rea are quie Gisiaugnt at the curent
situation

A deegation rom The Victoran College of the Dea have oferod fo_ conduct @ meeting on 17/10 In Warmarmood!
et ey wil stop in Geelong and speak wih Trevor Fletcher. Allnis mesting we Intend lo invit al intcrested
Oottos. inching he papios nioved in the whale process. Obviously many parents wit b afending. and many of
rem have heart rendering stories 10 tel

The minister needs 1o know just how Ihe current system is faling our chidren.

Tris 19 2 problem that can be rectified with good menagement and understanding.

1 hope a brief nterview can be organised

Regards, Greg Lee.

S Richard Morrow says hello!





