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19. Thomas Street, Mossman, Qld. 4873.

Ph/ Fax. 40981121,
14/04/02.
The Secretary,
Senate Employment, Workplace Relations and
Education References Commitee,
Suite $1. 61,

CANBERRA, ACT. 2600.
Ref. Inguiry into the Education of Students with Disabilities.

Dear Sir/ Madam,
As the parent of a thirteen year old student who suffers from Cerebral
Paisy and Epilepsy, I feel that the Queensland Government's attitude, approach and
understanding of the needs of disabled children leaves a lot 10 be desired.

On the one hand we have an extremely incompetent Education Minister who can not, or.
will not heed the passionaie requests by parents fo provide our school cluster in the Douglas
Shire, which is made up of nine schools, with an accepable number of hands on qualified
teachers in the field of disabilities, instead, she insists that an advisary service from Cairns,
some seventy Kitometers away is sufficient, I along with others do not agree.

Two and a half years ago when we first moved 1o Mossman, my son was denied access to
the Mossman State Primary School, as he was considered by the then Principal, to be an
isolated case and that we should bundle him into a taxi an send him to Trinity Beach Special
Scitool on the outskirts of Cairns. After contacting Win News the following day, the Education
Department contacted us to inform us that a placement had been found for our son at the
‘Mossman State Primary school.

‘Contary to the lies issued in the attached letier from Jo-Ann Miller MP Parfimentary
Secretary to the Minister for Education, Ref: I which clearly states hat Mossman Stase High
School has succesfuly provided programs for students with disabilties for a number of years.

“Attached Ref: 2 from The Education Minister to the Member for Cook would suggest
otherwise, s does my personal letter of concern 10 the Minister Ref: 3 but to which no reply
has been recieved.

Further o the above, Ref;4 gives some indication of the Queensland Premier’s attitude
towards the needs of Disabled Children.

Itmay also be noted that high lighted sections in references 2 & S are in total contrast to
infomazion provided in Ref; 1

Jt must also noted that that the auther of Ref; 1, fuiled 10 mention that the 1.6, 0.8 & 1.0
FTE is shared between the nine schools in the Mossman cluster.

Some disturbing information regarding the aititudes of school Principals and
Government departments can be found in Education Queensland’s Placement and Process
A Report by Queensland Parents of People with Disability Inc.
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Available from

QPPD Inc P. 0. Bax. 470

Paddington Qid. 4064,

Tel. 33683055

Fax. 33683004

Email: qppd @bit. net. au.
Yours sincerely.

John R Carr.
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