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17 June 2002 -qﬂ-h., e

Senator Lyn Allison {
Senator Tar Victona

Australian Dermocrats
Eastbourne House

B2 Wellington Parads

EAST MELBOURNE VIS 3002

Craar Senaior Allison,
Re: Equal access to educational resources for Deat and hearing-impaired studants

| hawve bean reading with interest tha lact that the Senale has agresd {o an Ausiralian
Demaocrats-niiaied nauiry Into the sducation of studsents wilk disatulitios, including thass
wilh learming disabdlites.

The Australian Caotion Ceodra is currentlly working on the promation of captianing in
sducational instivdicrs for Deal ard hearng-impeired students. Caplions are the res-crestion

T eiatelevisen video-OVE or cimeme soundirmckein textformar and appear across the bodtom
of a screan in a similar way 1o sublities. Laptions differ from subhties in that they alza
provide descripbons of souna effects and other audio cues,

Wideos ure ussd widely in Australian schools for 8l age groups. Many enterainmest titles
are ceptioned which means that English and Contemparary Studies students can ssepss
Lhisd:, assuming the schools are aware of such resayscas. However, there arp vory few
WICSCE In other sutjects that heve ceptions, indudirg ereas such ag: science, histony,
DLONOMICS . ALgtralian sludies and nutriton, Teschar iraining and professiona) dovelosment
in the area of communication reseurces such as captianing will provide educatars with
angiher learning ool in the sfassroom.

Telgvision programs are aften racordad and raplayed in clessrooms at mere sultable timas,
The recording of the captions ard reglaying of the vides with caption: wil ensure thal al
Students, regarcless of their level ol hearing, can understand and leam from the resouns.
The kncwledge of and provision of Bppropriste equpment & essential to providing this
BEMICA.

The consequence ol a lack af captioned materal ik that Deat and hearing impaired students
2o not iave the same level of access as other students and may be dissouraped from
Stuchiing cenain argas, This then impacts sirongly an future accsss 1o termary sducation and
wirk sxill arcas.
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Anather of the tarms of reference far the inquiry 15 (02 nature, extent and funding of programs
that provide for full or pamal leaming opporunites with mainstream sludsents. The Austealisn
Caption Centre conalders capdioning imtegral for the integratien of Deal and hea ring-impaired
sludents with malnsiresam slucents,

The ability 1o red accurately and spell correcily is essential for sucsesding &t schocl.
Deiticulies with literacy affect all 2spacts of t4e schoal curdicutum. Children icentified with
reading dilticultics have been lound o be less motivated fo read think thay are less capable
ol reacding than cihers, gel kess practice resding and consequently they can fall further
behind thair peers academizally, Tha use of captions on educational vdeos provides
students with a rich visual image that hes proven 1o enhance thalr ability to Bam lamguage
and eracy skills.

The Austraian Caption Centre, alang with the Deaf and heanng impaired communities,
would lke 1o se2 thal tha report on thi inguiry reflects the current Uss of captioning in
larning instituticna and wouid like to see the Government Ulbmataly adapt @ mare format
approach to the uze of captions as &n educational resource.

Sheald you have any guestions on captiorung, | san be sontacted on Ph/TTY 1500 777 801,

Yours smcenshy,
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Allayne Woodfarg
SPECIAL PROJECTS MANAGER
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