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LIGHTHOUSE
CHRISTIAN COLLEGE

Posal Adres: Po B 505 el Vs

Telebane: (09879 7373 Fax: 796 7374 em

12% June 2002

THE SENATE
Att: The Secretary
Employment Related Workplace and Education Relations Commitice
Suite 161

Perlament

CANBERRA

ACT2600

We are writing in suppore of the ALS.V's submision (0 the Senate Inquiry
into the Educaton of Students with Dissbilities. We patcalarly address the
Termsof Reference
(1) (8) 9% “access 1o and adeguacy of finding and support in both the puiic
and privae seciors.”

As  relaively small private school with thre lsabled students on o 2
campuses, we sre experencing the discrepancy of funding between what we
e oceiving from Commonwealth funding (51,000 - $3,000 per ansum),
comparec to wht these students recived i hei prvious s schools.

Let me itmize. We have a gil with Down's Syndrome, who i now atending
Lighthouse Christan College full e instesd ofa siatc specisl schaol because
her parents were o impressed with th special atmosphere here. Lastyear, she
atended our schoal parttime and we got $3000 help. This year the paents
concerned were 5o impressed with what their daughter was receiving at
Lighthouse Chrstan College, they inssied on enrolling her full-me, even
hough we could not match the smount of inegraton services supplcd by the
special shool. The funding we now receive for hr i sdll S3000 compared to
over $1800 ot the previous school. The shorthll can only be addresed three
ways on the curent System: the parnis are paying & oading on theic fecs, we.
employ only a part me itegraion ide and the school has © make up the rest
ofthe short-fall rom othr people’ fcs, which i ot really fair
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[image: image2.png]Similerly, at our Cranbourn camps (foal sudent body of 3¢ i prep o year
8), we have a family suffring dwarfism. Thes frce children alo tansfeted
from a sate school (where they were supported with a generous amount of
money) because of the special Chrsian stmosphere at Lighthouse Chrstian
Collgo. Now we reeivejust S4000 o help thes cildren aged 11,12 nd’.

This disrepancy mast b addressed and corected as soon s possible.

“This disrepancy:
(1 takes away reedom of choice of schools for parents with a cissbled
child
(2 puts emormous financial pressure on the fthey do deide o enrol their
child i the private scctor
(2 pus large financial consrints and pressure on th private school in
funding both staff and resources fo the isabled student

ours fithfully
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