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26 Apri 2002
The Secrotary,

Senats Employment, Workplace Reltions

an Ecucation Roforences Comitoe.

SUITE S1.61, Paamont House

CANBERRA ' ACT 2600

Plaase find atachad a rosponss fom the Cathoi Education Commission
of Vicora for s Senats Inquy Inlo the Educaton o Students wit Disabiltes.

Withevery bestwish,

Yours singarely,
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Response to Senate Inquiry
into the Education of
Students with Disabilities

Background

T 1962 Dbty Discrminaton Act whichfoo offct Fom March 11993 provided
hvon clearctjctes:

1. To siminat as ar aspossite, discamination aganst pacpe on the grounds
orasatiy

2 Toonsur hatpeopl with atilles have th same bt befrs th e a5
e restaf e commonty

3. Topromoe the princine il pecple with isabiies have the sams nights a5
e et of he communty

I Vickor,for Gt Schook th coret of ackraedsin s rghts o chicren 1o
ave acoess o a school of ek chcce had been esablhed by e Stle
Govarmmant Ravin of Edcatonal Sarvces fr ths Dissla n 1985, T revie
crate a unding ase whichsought o

Incroase e pariopation of chren il mpairents and disaiise i e
cucaton pograms and socl e of rguir governmant enooks i
ek pescs wihou isabites parcpate,

Pravde processes of maintaning e partipaton o a chiren i he
‘ducatons! o skl o of requiar gosemment schocls.

The moverment of encouragng access 0 schols 1 e comunty s tran
Spocite faiiios was accomparied by.a s I 1 sonios provided by neatt
providos o an insifuonal 2o 103 commriy base. School hava respandd
positunly asovicencod by e signfcant ncrease i tha number of stdents i
cieabiliss ho angage o curiculum ofhe local ery and scondry colege
Tha fnancial Implcations of e shi rom a healspecalst 2as 0.3 ommunly
base has mpacted sigiicanty bothon il leve and on @ sovicave or
sehoos ntre Cathocsecorn Vi,
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Incuire into the education of students with disabile, ncluding loarming
disabities troughout il levls and sectrs of sducation whth patcular
oferenco o

Whethor curant pollies and programs fo studsnts with disabilios aro
adequat o meet thei sducational needs,Including but not Imied t:

o

The crtri used todefne aisabilty an o forntite bstwoon
laveis of handicap

CurrsntCommonvasth gidelnesfor funing exchde sariog
sabies. The ncsion o leaming Gisabiiles enables aprogranmaic
fosus o be devlaped n respone 1 tudont noeds an resoes o
ambiguty xicing between he DDA whih ncludes laning dsaoiy
and he Gommonwasih funding gudoings which oxcludo lsaing
deabitos.

Currntythe Cathole Ecueatn Commisson of Viloa supplements
financial the educaton program of 22% of e Calbolc s
posuiaton who o doamed dsaied accordng o Commernwealh
delne. To provide sdecuste supprt, funds re wtised rom
Commarweath SAISO program funds and gerera recurent fnding

The proporton of Ausalisns wit 5 by, 365016 0 Austosen
EurasuyofSstitcs, has boen stoadhy increasng since 1981 (adusing
for sga afarncs) fom 15%, 0 19% n 1596, Of e numbers ofpecple
exparencing disably rers has boen  steady Increase i tha umbers
of young peope enied 2 haing gricatbaaviowral o mental
sonters

The Increased donicaton of ity hiough ABS data and National
Mol Hoal lans provides s inat o crrafor dofing
asanity ranges rom 15% - 20% of h schoot popton.

“The Parormance Measurament and Reporting Tasorce (PURT) of
MGEETYA s sesking o eveiop consisont deions (0 s choos
in e vriation o supplomantryfnding Larges. The work of s roue.
s sgnfcant n esabling commoesityof defrtons of dabity.






[image: image4.png]() The accursey with which studants’disabity refated neads ara
assossod

Tho senfication o stodent dsabily s occung hroughout a young
porsansschoo . Given e ceitonsl ssues previouslydcussed
e concapt of sabiy s 350 ffected b he cincaimedical Tamework
of sovas provded by pychatrts, sycholoists, speech pahoogss,
ocoupations thrapist.physlbrapsc pasdiaticans and general
praciloners. Th feriscebetween healhand oducatn haslog
£chool 0 e s of ol provision hat s baon a consequonco of
-l hesth provsion rathe han s & esul f an frated
approach o young people’s 0056 o ok nd oducaton servics. A5
a o departycecurs suh s fncing o gosermment and e,
‘qorermment schol; access 1o specalstservces reevance of
assesamertsfrom a lncal contet o aneducaton contxt proision
of specils actios an ot assist shocis o provee acces for
eabled sudents; and he capaciy of servies (0 inegrate pre school
Sorvices 0 schoot sonicas 1 postschool sovese.

T ssablshm of 3 consstontcefion o dsabity e roqured 1o
enhance theesablshm of an greed trgetgrovp orsupplemertary
“upport. Inegrstet sices tata esiess botween pra nd post
School smionments il nabl o educaton sctor o eveiop 3 more
efeciv ol 83 a cor social e (emohasiing he sosialand
commnity ko of schoci),

(i) The paricular noods ofstudents with disabiio from low socio-
economic, non-Engiish speaking and Indigencus backgrounds and
1rom rurt and remoto araas

The DA st 3 anchimark o acaonal auhoros and yol e
incromanal deveiopment of sanice ucures o choolaged sudents
hethr thy ar ngovermment o non geverment schools s cresied
@apartyn regards ot artculr noeds o studess. Tho Cathoc
Educalon Commssion of Vicorahes prressively enhanced 1o
undingfor stdnts wih dsabites fom gonrs ecurent rants o
‘ccommocate the complety of neod creatd by Factors auch a sosc-
econom prfie, no-Engisn peaking, Ingenous and rral e reme
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ragetad contvacs it speciail povkersconiu 0 5o seek 1o
akess daparty o scsts o schoolaged studen o nealh servioss
nVictoraconied colaborave arangomens it pesk b
eprasenting Huran Services, Heats, Communiy Agences and
Unrsites seo o slabienequtyfor senvs dirbuton. Recont
o rangerments wih Scope, Reya Vicorn nsiue o o Gind
oyt Crikrrts Edueation nsie,Assositn of General Pracitoners,
Sotrsla, Ausialn Paychologicl Socly, Ausaian Speech Painoiogy
Neccaton and Vi et are ndialos of 9 Gl Educaton
Sectofs et 0 enhanca e healeducabon ptetace n a maner
{htprovdes cquky 1o qualty seic provsin.

The sfectivaness and avaiabilty of eary infrvention programs

Stucurly the oducaton sectr faces chalenges n rovdng an
ograed programmatc rponse 1 8 young person's GseBily when
o pe achoc senves coext i variaia and apinal For exampi, o
ety of students Kol i o aary yeas ofschooing hiave been
assossea by senioes provded i the schod yarsather than by xe
onoctsances ot derifcaon and case panring s povirate and
varble Seotswih  nguage disrder, hesring sorder o
terecuel isailty s b dendod progressvely i the st e
yearsof scho

e chool programs n Vit st provided byt Departrent of
Hman Senies. Access o fles and prooccs of program adce vary
irifcany acoes e Sae. Caloi Eduaton s 0 foma proocds
i e oo senvces. The fiectuenass of ear nerventon
Consecuenty s aflctd by te varioyof approaches, dspartyof a0cess
o sanices and i bangoring suder formain fom be pro
senont sector to e chocl secc, Tho aiuies of ey lenvenion are
gt b e urent s s

Access o and adequscy o fnding and supportn boththo publc
‘and private soctors

Sinc 1990 he non Govemment schools sector has leved an
Increasingy signicant 9 n supporing schoct a0ed isabied yours
Decple, I Viclra i numoer of il sudents hasreved ard e
ompientyof ity has contued 0 osclse. Chakenging chronc.
oot and compex pysicl disbilies are bing accommocated






[image: image6.png]CatholcSchock. Tha nceased range ofsgnicant bl
Saondere shderts contnus o peonde challge. The recent Natorsl
onta el Pan whch et 15% ofthe popuaton expesencng
Sanificantmentldsordersprovides idence at schoss nood support
s aen,

Recant aidence o the National Meria! Healts ianurich sgges's
i i ol o tsaches a0 Gapera Pracionars mcaies nat
il s chosl o5 cora sl cante. The response o e
Complety of ehavissal sves rom e Calhlc Sector i Vicor has
becn mulaceed. Over 500 Calol Educatosl Leaders have
vl 8 o year post racatocours n Sudent Wefare 3l The
ety of Wlhoutmo a4 mesns o enpancg capecy 1o e=pond 10
compie behavious s of sudorts. Th cosure of bevanioual
areonton ceires and the s of ssabl g et asessment
Senvices have compounced th 04 confontng schoos

(v The nature,extontand funding of programs that provid for fulor
partol learming apportunites with mainstream studons

e DDA i combinaton it th Vioran Govecnment rogram for
Studonts wih Disay and Iroiment s povied an epecaton of
‘cossa o schocts e fuding model for sutents wih dsabity W
e o ighestpo caia i tho OECD forschool aged sueris, The
Catre. Schosl Sector s faced e challnge of ot having 265 0.8
Semta g Capacty and has faced comparatve dsadhanloge
Tegarts o maeing e requiement of o DDA Tha CECV i response.
o these focors, s wel 2 an icreasing enoimen’, as focussed upon
estabahing programresgonse o dsabily e ran  urding rodel
s upon dably need. For studants 1o ba angaged ineducaton
here e  nsed o und 8 proggam whch

s th mpact s st sty bas on fishr 303y o
access th rgula corcuu.

i on thescongns of e sidents - oulning th learing
outcames which il meeovo pariepaton

- Outines e sratgisisupporslacieschanges t he regular
eaming onranmentfor e rogram o ba rplmenid.






[image: image7.png]utines i the program wa b mantorassessed and reporet
4900 o colboratve meetng o pareis, secilets 0 schoct
st

The tespanse ofhe CECV has baen asgnfcant conibuton by Catrol
Schais 0 he comparate iy f g which ceurs between e
‘Govenment and non-govemmen st n Vit

(i) Toacher raining and professionatdevelopment

The CECV has osablshed s of atnershis wih i Universty
Secor i Victora. The Ausivalian Reserch Councl has supperied
evidence-oased pproaches e sree of student valas, say leracy
inervntion, re poscaton o e trrsionsl Index of Incusion and e
approaches fo margnalsed youth. Carsoty the CEGV i proviing
00055 10 350 Cathoictachers t ongage in posigradate iy soeking
0 enhance conextal eamingand 1o promese capacty o teachers o
ool Wi s complesies confontog schons. Tho sitegy of o CECY
5 10t ocus upon abity Wkh had bt s ofpevios
universiy Gourses, ul nparverst wih Tho Universty of Mebourne,
Monash Universiy,Larobe Universty and The Auetzaen Gt
Uriversity, 0 provido an evdencs bsea merverion approach sesking
10 hance the qualty f progars o youg e i Gsabiio,

“The wllngness of Camoctachers 1 ongags i post graducte cton
sech stuynccstes a commiment 0 e rion of e GECY
potey 3 a scognion o 1 pausyof offerngs nteacher bing pice
1o nterng sorvce.

(vii) The egal implcations and resourco demands of currant
Commonwsaith and Stat and Tartory egisiation

he Catholc SchootSacern Victora i 5 atempts 0 rspend o s
Jegisltie rquirements o boih Gommormealt an State sgelaon
850 so0king 1 sczcmmodslo th s fheakh caro provison for schoal
aged ceren o e schoot sctr

Both e legal nd e sence foous on Gl Schools have ot seen
‘companied by funcing creases. The Catholc Schoct Sactor
Vit seeks 1 efcourage % e of aschoot a5 o sl cente






[image: image8.png]foryoung peopl and i fares though the saegis eferrd o
ho Response 0 the Senite qury.

The dacision oy parris 1o havthel s aducationai he <ol
CatholcSchot s rw establshs, howavar e o of sccatonsl
i s ot nvanced by he anbigulles ofdisabily deflions,
Sapartyof kring acations, varations of accss o spocat sarvces,
hcomplexty of e re school sarvice wih proims o nfomaton
ronsferond tha comploity f e heahloducaln iariace I
crourtabiy and ogalsaxcons ned o s renforced by unding
moceis wich enhanco th cbjctios of e DDA. Elzabedh Hostgs,

h DisatityDicrminaton Cormmsione,sad i 1987, The purose of
ensuring acces 10 educaonforyourg pecple widisabiles, and 50
forprovcing fndin, s leaing. o whateve ol 5 possise 150 e
10 have acces o being present, st sing i clascoom,f genine
eating i ot acats.”

-

(6) Whtthe proper e of the Commorweaith and Sttos and Tortores
hould bainsupporting the sducation of students wit Disabilties

T crica e forta Commanweat, Stae 303 Tnores o proids for
e adcationa ector an ot model o g which ennancas
pravsion ofsupset 0 st wih dabile. Two major areas of efom
oo 1 be developd 1 he arees of dta anc g

o

o alccatd il osources s essentol o have aceuraio anrolmentand
i ot st wih dsabilis. The hstrc neculable akocatons bt
v piagued 1 aducatonof student wihisabifio neods o bo resoarched
and snould e

Gantaise dta colectn o sderts with dissbites

Glaicaton of e ooty rera for senie povision s stdents

Eotanish consistent prosesses or verng pocialneeds

Devscp a mode o profling stdent thatcan abocalespeciic amounts of
g accorsng o e evel o skodent nocs.
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The funding mocl forsudents uithdsabiies varies sigcanty boveen
Satos and seiors. The unding model shuld focs o faciors ther hantho
ypo and dagreoof a suents dabity.

“Th racammended focue of socatonof ecources ehould b cn

1. Hows studont prosonts a5  leamsr i ssues tht appear o mpar
hoicapaciy o ean.

2 Teacherscontibut b coaboraton i parris 10 etabiah a ot of
st nonc.

3 The profie be matehed o program deuesy and tpo of assisinc and
‘Suppert rculed by e stderts o schiovelarming cicamss.

Tl et s i Dl st in vy s Sty





