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Further emphasis should be provided on preparation for school transition to
employment, tertiary study and post schools options including the incorporation
of independent iving skils training as an optional part of the curricutum

Teacher training and professional development

Training needs for schools are widespread and include not only the relevant
classroom teachers but also other teachers where the school has children with &
disabifity enrolied, Teachers who may be supervising a child with special needs
at other times (during yard duty or team teaching) need to be aware of the child's
specific needs and any management plans, just s they would for children with
particular learning or behavioral issues.

Time is allocated to School Support Officers only for direct care. Additional time
is required for communication with teachers as well as pianning and training to
ensure the NCP can be effectively implemented. The child with special needs
may aiso benefit from awareness and education of their peers so that leaming
environments can be supportive.

Significant training packages have been developed through the DETE
Interagency Health Care Management Project, for example mealtime
management, manual handling. We need to deveiop a similar systems approach
to include other raining areas such Augmentative and Assistive Communication
There may also be iraining needs around duty of care issues associaled with
meattime management and school camps / excursions.

CCA is wiling to be involved in the identfication of training needs and
development of training packages to support the needs of education staff.

The need for School Principal awareness, commitment to and knowledge of
disability issues has been raised previously. This is a key factor to ensure fair
and transparent processes for chidren with a disability and their families.

Finally, there is a need for disability awareness and the principles of inclusive
education to be incuded in all undergraduate teacher training not just a
component of specialist study.

Glenn Rappensberg
Chief Executive
The Crippled Children's Association of SA Incorporated
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The CCA philosophy is very much focussed on supporting families in whichever
setting the child and family are seen. Within the school sector it appears that the
focus is very much on the child and their access to curriculum. It may be worth
exploring whether a greater focus on farmily needs and support may improve the
curriculum access outcorme.

Originally the role of Access Assistants was to provide personal care support for
chidren wih a disabilty. The service was initily provided by a funding
contribution from CCA and the South Australian Department of Education
Training and Employment. In more recent years there has been a changing
emphasis from supporting chiidren with a disabilty to supporting chidren with
health care needs, for example the increasing number of children with a
gastrostomy or tracheostomy. Children with health care needs often present with
more “acute” or urgent needs with the consequence of not providing a service
readily visible, In contrast, the impact of not providing 2 service to a disabled
child who has ongoing needs that are not directly *health related” are not being
met, for example chiliren who would gain signficant benefit from maintaining the
potential for weight bearing by reguiar position changes, use of standing and
supported walking options. The net result is that children with a physical disability
have experienced a reduction of services dus to the changing profile of children
being supported by the South Australian Access Assistant program

Transport

Access to transport to school is an essential component of supporting children
with a physical disability to attend school. While there will necessarily be
quidelines around this, we see continuing transport support as essential for our
client group.

Home Schooling

Considerations for home education (for children with a disabilty) should include
the procass to access disability support from agencies and the education sector
that would be available in the school setting. For example CCA is able to provide.
equipment prescription, therapy and advice for our clients regardless of the
education setting being home or school. There should be processes in place to
ensure that equivalent support is negotiated with other sectors, so that parents
are not taking on the role of educator and SuppOrt worker.

There s the need to quaniity and verify children with a disability undertaking
home education and to provide appropriate funding to agencies who are
supporting the achievement of cumiculum objectives where this would be
received in the school setting
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& range of schooling options providing parent and student choice are required,
o ek parents may, in conjunction wih the education sysfem, make 2 deciscn
P amelrear schooiing, support classes or specil schools. Adsquate
asstoom and personal care support in al seltings is required to give real
choice, Parents report the need for more information to make an initial schoo!
selection and to make decisions about the transition from preschool to school
o from primary to Secondary school. Parents perceive that the level of suppor
A I on raduces from preschool to school and that improvements could be mads
e eantnuly of support. Potentialy cluster schoois and disabilty agencies
could work together in providing regular forums to address these issues.

A igher level of knowledge and uptake of tho standard consultation processes
it assst chidren wih a disabilty making the transiton between schoois
oeams raport areat vanabilly i the level of suppor, information and atvance
planning when chicren move from the primary o secondary school sector and
g Sthools ' Inadequate notice 1o enable parent involvement in planning.
e opporiunly for parent ivolverent and no involvement of disabifty agencies
are all reported problems.

\Whils the Negofiated Curticuium Program (NCP) has great meri. i practce its
implementation is varied and depends fargely on the commitment of the local
e In som nstances there is  high lovel of parent and communily agency
ivbhvement. Often CCA may ol be involved, depending not ony on parent
proferences but knowiedge and commitment of e School Principal. This
Righights the need for mandatory training for Principals on disabilty awareness
‘and systems 1o support children in schoots.

\When CCA staff recommend a program, we are rsliant in part on educaton
e Guft to.carmy out tis program. At times there are difficultes due 1o
S ecaton staffing Ievels, support nours, siaf training, skils and atthudes that
& am the program is not implemented as agreed within ine NCP framework. It
e slis on the parents lo use the NCP grievance process (0 redross lack of
Sonices. CCA of course does ot have any mandate to fequre particuler
Senices are provided by educaton staff and can only make recommendations.
o placas parerts i a diffcut positon of being boin the recener of servicas
{on behal of ter chil) and advocato for services, This highignis the issue of
(o practce banchmaks for support needs for curiculum aceess?

There is significant lack of support for chidren wiin acqued bran injury,
including speech therapy, psycnology support and behaviour management
programs.

NGPs are only developed at times of transition and do not accurately reflect the
support needs at other fimes. Tney do not reflect changing needs for CCA
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Background

The Crippled Chidron's Associaion of South Ausiralia (CCA) was estabished 1
1696 in response o the need of chiren with a physical disabilly o access
Invapy and support services. CCA primary provides services fo chidren, (0-18
yoars), wih a physical disabilty, which fesuls in functional dfcultes ‘mobilty,
et of dany Iving o communication. Our clien! group includes chidren with
Gerebral palsy, muscuiar dystrophy, spina bifida and acquired braif injury.

Our organisation is structured into four divisions:
. Therapy Services
providng regional children's services and services for adults with a
severaimutiple physical disabilty,
. Options Coordination
linking families wiin respite and personial care services.
Rehabilitation Engineering
providing assistance with seating, mobility aids, orthoses and slectronic:
technology; and
. Corporate Services

We have over 1000 aciive clients it services provided in the education sefting

including:

e and training to enable school staff o enfiance / include the student
‘a meaningful curTiculum experence;

. Therapeutic intervention; and

. Professional in-service for teachers, School Support Officers and Access
Assistants so as to that ensure educational and heaith needs of children
remain updated

Senicas are provided across the state, with rural services provided Urough &
e ettancy modal. Couniry vists are conducted once per term to each area to
support families and local service providers.

Particular needs of students with disabilties with additonal special needs

In remote areas Aboriginal chidren with a disabilty have great difficulty in
ecsesing education. Signficant cultural issues nead 1o _be addressed that
Promotes otner Aboriginal people supporting these aiarer. The current skuation
F ihe opposite with potential supporters concamed of ihe consequances fthe
ehild should come to any harm while under their care.
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24 April 2002

The Secretary
Senate Employment, Workplace relations
and Education Reference Committee
Suite S1 61 Parliament House
CANBERRA ACT 2600

Dear Secretary,

the education of students with disabilities

Re: Inquiry

“The Crippled Children’s Association (CCA) i the largest provider of therapy.
equipment and home support services for children with physical and multiple
disabilities in South Austraia

Given our cent base extends throughout the fll spectrum of the education system
and a key part of our role s working with the Education scctor to ensure children are
able to access a full school curriculum in an effective way, CCA makes the following
submission 1o the ‘Tnquiry into the Education of Students with Disabilities”.

You will note from our submission, that we have highlighted a numiber of key areas of
concem, in particular the current implementation of the Negotiated Curriculum
Program (NCP). Should the Comumittee wish CCA 1o provide a more detailed
response on any of these areas, please contact our Director of Therapy Services.
‘Wendy Wake Dyster on 08 8375 8602.

Tt would also be appregiated if CCA could be provided with the detsils of the outcome
ofthis inquiry.

Yours sincerely,

o<

Glenn Rappensbersy
‘CHIEF EXECUTIVE




