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The Tasmanian Education Department states on its wobstte

{www gication tas.gov au b that It 5808 nclushe ehoois as cost-effective with
imernational studies stating that aodrtional sosts of saparatist sal
justified. | soert review ¢ As Inclusion policy, thw Tasmaman Education
Department sent out a Community Consuitation questionnaire which alicités  the
foligwirg  views

inclusion Policy - There was genaral com
grounge of social justice, Inl & was the methog of %ﬁ@é&mm # which becamie an
isgue for debate. Human resaurces and funds S

spemalist services such a8 spaech pa
Identification of nveds should be collaborative
district office. A major roview of gach child's progress at aperopriate intervais, rather
than annual submissions by parents, was regommended.

amongst other isarning diffituities, AM hose ¢
A, many of themn have high suppom needs. Seme resporny
anraiment intc both 5 | sChotis and regular $chodis would be helplut,

= ar thoy aiso felt that dual enrslment woulk need stnct co-ardination 1 work
property. Parents wanted more information as to enroimeant and other procedues
such as Grevanoe, integration had its difficulties and parents felt more rescuree
were npeded o improve it

appans when these students are not mm as nepged.
M More pre-sernce lraining i :

i information about a mm.aéar msam%sﬁy This mads the
teacher apprehensive about the challengs of having a tisabisd student in the
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Senate inquiry into the Education of Students with DI

nt of all resOurces especially time was diffiout . Timetabling
; 1ad to take targer classes 10 ailow the teacher

cigss, The ma Y
was a probiem, as other i
with a

disabiad sh ¢ axtra time for hsher addibong! load, Many respondents
guestioned e educational tutcomas for non-disabled students in the noiusion
policy.

Teacher Alges Responsibility must be clearly ¢gafined in job description and a clear
ipes of responsibility 1S nseded botween teachers and aides

* Safe playing areas especialy fnced areas are needed as s adequala
SupavISion i non-classroom time.

Tha Tasmanian Education department has publishad its Equity 5t
website, stating that all eaucation InstitUtions “must pursue equity for al
studerts, but 1t sholid especially focus an thase groups of students who ara known
i gain significantly less rom their education than the population a5 @ 3
Equity Stancards Branch is fesponsabie for enauring all students nave

%&mw race, locaton, s
section of ﬁ'ﬁ& E&J’C&Dﬂﬂ Dlana:

arys funging for iformation technology. 1t admimistars funding from the
Commonwealth Targeted Programs and aiso for non-Govarmment :
programa. Services for disabled s s sire provided in accorgance with he
4y s of the Commonwaaith Discrimination Act and the

Hy Services Act” Bt

¥ iy and vision- smpsired studen
Noes A v by means of the Biate support senvice, whichy manages the
p;owswn of services fvough Stawe mrmaaw$
fings: As sehools are upgraded throuih ongoing mainr wirks rograms,
access or peopls with ¢ g in included in e

sraaivan Education Depanmernt, 56 that eventuaily alt sof
capacity 10 errol studerms with disab
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ronsiderad in the conext of any speciic needs Almost TO% ¢f students with
significant cisabilities are srrolled in teguiar schools, with the remaining siudents
with disabiiities being aducated in Spacial schools. Sorme s with mitd
inteliectual disability, low lsracy and numeracy skiig, lpas signdicant impairment
and t?szrcuit pehaviours are included within tha broad soope of students with

frias and they are tor the most part, sducatad in reguiar SCHOOIS.
rs wie fall into this broad range can be as high as 10-15% of

tﬁe schaoot populabon
A Pogitive Case. Mrg Marilyr: Toohay 1§ very happy 1 share the story of her Down

Syndrome son, Luke {15 years oid} who has been mbeqgratad into the normal

Wsymmﬁsamapym% woﬁ;@tow@&zmamwamm

. Lt e . 7 i Mkﬁ §S
Mrs Toohey's sixth child and &t his binth, she was toké he wouid be & vegetabe all
mis e Sha strove to get all the help she could 16 raise hirm and sha exitis the
aducation and wellare system wiich has supporied her and Him.

ateqgory A student and Mrs Tochey feels that they get a better suppart
because they are more gasily 83se65ed. Wheneas Category B stucenis have nob-
specdic o less specific problems which gavermn their special needs. Luke started
schoot at & State Primary School and ameesd the Catholic school system
Sohool levet. n 2008, he s in Year § a1 St Vigi's [Bove] O
of The Standar¢ published “Every Child's Right to be Inchaced” which ands with
ihe statement that “The responsiailities for supporting the inclusion of children and
young persons with Special Leaming Needs must be g communsty parnership
invalving the Catholic Education Office.schocis, darems caregivers children and
young persons.”  Mrs Toohey staled Jeparimers and her own
Doctor hao beer involved with Luke's care. She recaives & smait indexed
pension as the main carer. She ras had %o apply aach yoar for specisl assistance
such &S @ teachers aide  hirs Toohey Delieves that it is good for normal children to
fparn 1o Yve with tisabled studens and to tagrr patience by stopping 1o heip the
disabled nrid. She also stated that Hoban Colags, a Berior Stale Coliege. offers
& program to include dissbled stugents, with fifeskilis seer as important. Trese
promate the training needed Dy digabled students 10 becoms truly Independent
and five on their own. Mrs Toohey spoke of SBVeral SUCCess Siones of the inclusion
polcy.
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Risbon in_ The Sundey Tasmenan March 31,2002
detaiied the fact that there is & hugs sh the funding of the State
Government's inclusion policy. Referring to disabled students, it stated that
“funding had not kept up with the inor number of these children. | s
egory B chiidren who are missing out Calsgoryld, now 1w as ‘districy

rosily covers chiidran with disabifities such ag wild aulism, some heanng
meet 2nd attention deficit disorder (ADDY. Anexample was given ol g
ds%sabm studan; who hatl & $ gige assigned ot for 2 hours g week. "For
the other 28, # is up to his teacher 1o ook after him along with his classmates.”
Without suff ng for teacher aides. reguiar classes may be distupted as in
tha case of the studend referred o above who makes roises. Evan Category A
stodents who ingiy nse wha are incontinent of imnohie only gualitied for the
maximum of 27.5 houwrs’ aide. The article stated that i1 2002, 582 children in
Tasmania are on the category A register. Of these, only Z3 recaived the maximum
pids tast yaar ang I average was 13.5 hours.
Many sources researched  ware oconcarmed that the nclusion policy was m many
caset impinging adversely on non-disablsd stugents whike not haiping the

An Article by Afison

wmmmmmg&mmu&mm}mmﬁmm{m iv: her
careet, éwv%w been & reined nurse. teacher aide and ibrary tBohnician as well as
- bl for disabiad

g in 1884 dus 1o spenific promems with the Duilding. Thers wag

access o physictherapy at the { Parkor renabilitation Cente in Newiowrn
and spesch therapy was siso avaiiabie,
Specially trained teachers 4 ¢ students in classas of tan with

a teachsr gide andd specially preparaed programs for gach child.  Mrs Cacter
baieves that i is very hard for the disabled student not 1o feel on the outer as the
onty disabled student i & normal class. She gave the exampie of a studert with a
speerh | ant who was put Yo 2 class lgaming Japanese and another
studert who had little motor co-ordination, who was put it & complter class.
inaperspriste pladings wivch wouid persfil no-one. she said.
Mrs Canter said et when the incheion policy bagan, parsnts were promised hat
there woulkd be no reducton of 8 3. However she ang ofhwer scarces have all
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¢ g5 Tunds were reduced.

siated thal sarvices dwir

i ig publication {November 1897) Doas informalion Technology improve
Leaming Outcomes? informason for Parents, the Tasmanian Edutat
Ueparimant stated that “Studants with dizabilities have been heiped by computers”
(pS} and "Computers support the inclusion of disabitities inlo iar classrooms”

50 "Some programs may particuarly help students who & dittiouity learning.”
(p8) Their policy includes developing “our own research information about the
effect hat computers Nave ™ (7}

From the imited amourt of resegrch possible in the § st contribiute 1o the
Senate inguiry, § s apparent that quaity education of désabled studamts cannot be
provided without the aporapriale resources and funds. | have presented some
viaws and aiso plans for the sducation of disabied suxdents Social assimilation of
disabled students into the normal schodi community may work in theary, butin
actual fact. resouross ars often taken from othsr ohfidran in the same class. An
examphe of thls is that whers a {eacher has an gids to help th?% praparaiéw ot

socializing of thase studenis. Moy 'mey am fuify mm in school

needs 10 be more resourcas and funds ailocated as the disabied
studert generally needs individual attertion which i3 expensive. Teachers have
30 et hex ion them already, any inclusion podicy must offer them moe
fraining and rescurces for them to st the best outcormes for the disabled
sfudents in  thelr cara, For the past two vears thare has
$21 miion mg spem annually. Tasmanian Education Departmant De
Secrotary, Ms Alison Jacob, wes quoted in The Sundsy Tasmanian {31&3&3 j a8
saying " think our give aally taken this problerm
SenouSly and aré aiways putting more monsy Into it but there wifl aiways be
children who could use mote”.
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