[image: image1.png]‘Senata Inquiry o the Educaton of Students wih Disaiites A 2007 1

Submssion of the Nationa: Councis of Woren Coaldion Tasmaia Inc.

By Mrs Eva Court, Edycation Adviser_smai courthouss 251 @Tassis st au
PO 80x 266 Ketierng Tasmana 7155 Pione GS-6267 4678

“The Secratary
‘Senaio Employmant Workpiscs Reiations a7 Ecucation Fetarences Commites
SutaS?.51 Parlamen! House

Ganberra ACT 2600

The Tasmanian Educatcn Department siaies on s websts
Uww ckicaton 1as gov au | AT 13988 INCLEIVE SOGOIS 33 COSt-eftectve wih
intamatonal s1uses StING that addonal COSIs of Separatst SBTNGS aro ot
justled 10 & reosr raview af s Inchision poicy. the Tasmarian Eaucaton
Department sent out @ Community Consukalion questionnaira which ecied  the
faliowing views,

Iogiysien Poicy . Thers was gensral commuriy suppon for the policy on the
vounds of S0 S0, but & was (e metna of ImpieTening & whch Decams an
1S3ue for debale. HuMAN r8s0urTes ANd funds are nsedd especially for
pocialist sanioes such as. $peach IOy and phYSKNerapy

idonification of needs SROuS e ColatorsLve ith parants, the school and the
Oistrct ofice. A major reviow of 6ach ShkSs progress at appropria MoNvals, ather
than annual submISSOnS by parents, was eComMmended

More suppoft s nssded for Category 8 Sudant who Nave aysexa.autsm
‘smongst e Iserning dficulties. Alfougn thess sudonts 9 nat fit o Categry
& many of them have high support nesds. Soms respondents balieve that & dua
‘anvoimant into both special Scho0a and reguilr SCOO!S would b haigful
However they aiso fek that cual anvoiment woukd 1884 stnct Co-0rdinason 0 work
rcperty. Parenis wanied mors information a3 1 ersoiment and other procedures
suicn s Griovance. Inagration had s dificulies 2nd parents felt more resources
wers redsd o improve i

Disruptve behaviour hapOSTS When thesa StuOBM a7 ot helped as nesded
Toacnsrs - More pro-senios Tang i equced o isachers to equp the to work
with disatiod studonts. ATDUGh CoLrSes o Inckuds nformaton on disabled
Students, most pre-senvics tescring Coes not offer any 1 work. wih cisabied
students Teachers alampted o rssearch the cisabled st.dent's cisablty but ey
found 31t 1o a600ss Iformaten 3bou! a paTCuar Ay, Ths made the
tsacher sppranensive ZD0UE e CnaTeNge Of hawng  dsabied studsnt n the
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class. Tre management of i esources especty time wals aficul Tmetabsng
was 2 problem. s ofher taachers nad 10 Lake Irger cisses 1o low the teacher
wina

disadied stuent. @xta tine for hisier addtional ioad Mary respondents.
Questionac the scucations! cutcomes for non-CiSabIEG STSNTS i he ncusion
policy.

‘Toacne: Aides' Responsivity st be clealy d8Redt I |00 0eSCrpYon and a ciear
es of responsibsity 1 rse00q between teacrers and s

* Safo playng arass espacialy lenced areas are necdud as is Bdequate
5upRVISION i nor-class: 00 tme.

Tne Tasmanian Ecucation department nas puoisned fts Equty Siandards on ts
WODsKS, Satig that all S0LCAION nshiutons ‘st pursue equty for & envcied
students, but i shoukd sspecily focus on those grous of Studerts wha &re known
0 gein sgnificanty loss fom their 6QuGatN tan e popuiaton a3 & whole, Tre
Equity Standards Branch is rasponsile for ensuing al sudents fave equilable
200055 10 the bensfis of uCALON Tespeccve of thair 38K Cullse, nguisic
DackGIOUN 7408 focatoN 50CS0-8CONOTHG DACKGTOLA X Heaniy ™

‘T secton of (e Education Depertment is esponsible for uansport assistance
‘and uning for rformation tecoiogy. 1t agminsters fundiog fom the
Commonwaak Targetsd Programs and also or non-Gover ent Support
programs. Sexvices for dsabied S1.0SNS 8 pOWISS 1 S4COTCANGE WHN the
PrinCpies a7 DOCIVS of the Commorwealth DISCKMGton ACK 4N he.
Tasmanian Cisacity Sevices AL’ Heaning and wsion- anpaised studerts are
suppored centally ty means o the Siata support sarice, which manages the
prowson of senioea through State co-ardinslors

Buaidings. As sohooks ars uigaded hough 070G Meor WORKS PIOGTams
appropriaie access for peogle it disabies n iackdded i the pians of the
Tasmerian Education Deprrmens, so tha eventuaity @ schools wi have the
capaciy 10 envol studenis with csabites

O s website, W a1 chs s, TAFE Tasmarsa stres s pocy ' aeie
hsaied s1u0ents lo access learming onvionments and 10 CATtEpae n Vaining ks
fulty as and as ndependently 8 possbIe. Thar ChHIces Must ba respectad and
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consicarad in the conted of any $pecfic nesds. Almost 70% of sidents wit
sgriicans dsabiltos are erroles n (6Quar SCHOSS, wEh 152 femaiing studsnis
wih tisa s b6i0g edcaled I Spacial schoois, Some studeNLS Wi mHd
imileciuai cisabiry, low Heracy and numaracy skils. l6Ss sigrdicant oAV
i dficuh betaviours e insluded withn the broad so0pe of students Wil
Joarming Gffcuties ang they B 101 108 MOSK Fart, sducsled i eguiar SCHO0I.
The number o Students W fa {1 1S D03 Tanga ¢an be 23 hioh as 10-15% o
the schoos popuiation

A Positve Case Mrs Mariyn Toohey is very happy 1 snar he story of her Down
Syncrome son, Luke (15 years ok who as been ntegrated o (e normal
ook system and is & Fppy onlid, workng to capacty &t school and abie 1o show
irdependance In fany areas such a5 catEhing Duses 10 Schiodl unaided Luke
Mes Tooney's sixth onid and al s DIt SHe Was toid e woud be & vegetabie at
i e, She strova o get ail e el She COU 10 /56 Him 2R She GXols e
sducation and welfara SYSISm which has SuEported Raf and ni.

Lk 5 2 Category A student and Mrs Tooney fests thal ey 9ot & berlr supart
bwcausa hey are more eusly assessed, whereas Calegory B STUGRITS ave 1on-
specic or 85 SpaCHIc prociems which govern their spacial neads. Luks startsd
achaoi at a State Primary School and entared the Caiiic 5chod: Sysiom & High
Scnoltevel. 1n 2002, 1o & 1 Yoar § at S1 Vigis [Boys] Colege A recso issuo
of The Standard pubisned “Every Cikts R to be ncuosdi which =nds with
e statament that "The rasponsbiibes for supportg the inchusion of chikiren end
Joung persons with Specisl Learing NEGSS TSt b & COMMUNTY PATnarstip
voiving tne Catholic Education Cffice.schooks. parents Caregivers cidren and
young persons. Mrs Toohay stated that ine Haaith Departmons and rist own
‘ocior hao been invaived with Luke's care Sha recesves a sma inoewed
pension 3 tha main carer. Sha has had to anply aach year fof speci asSiiancs
Such s & wochers aide. s Toohey besieves that 115 goo0 for normal chiken
fearn 1 ive with isabiod students and 1o lea paberie by SIOPDINg (0 1l Ihe.
disetieq k. She aiso staled That Hobart Cobage. a Semor Siate Colisge.cters.
a program 10 inciucds dissbied sRudEnls, win Hoskils seen as mportant These
prmote the haining neaded by Gisalied siudents (0 become truy indspenderit
and ive on their own N Toahey spoke of several success siories of the incusion
potey.
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cetaied the fact that tere i & fuge shoral in e hunding of the Sikle.
Govemment's inclusion poicy. Referring o Cisabied studens, i 3ated that
g had ot Kept Up wilh tne (nCTeasing ruber G these chikiren. 1t &
category B chiden who are missing out Catsgorye. row referred to & distrcs
funding: mastly covers crikdran with Gsaliiies SuCh a8 M aLLsM seme NAA(Y
o sight impsirment and storion defic disaraer (ADD). A SXamesk was given f 2
isanied student who h8G a feachars cide assigned o hm for 2 houts 3 wesk. “For
the othar 23, 118 up 1 1 teacher 1 ook afier i along win s cassmates”
Wihout sufficent funcing for teacher aides, reguias classes may b disupted as in
the cass of 16 SUKIB referted 1o 2DOve WhO Makes noises. Even Category A
Stuconts wh incud 5ma who & Icorinent or immobile anY Guakiad for e
maximu of 27.5 hours' aide, The aricia stated thet in 2002 562 chidren in
Tasmania ace on the categary A regrster Of these, only 23 feosived the mamun.
aige st yoar and the average was 135 hou's.

‘Many scurces researched were conCanad i e 1ictusion policy waS 1 Many
Gasas Impinging acversely on nT-GSEDISA SLENIS Wi 10t HOIpNG T2
aisanies suoents

N Judy Carter [permisian giuen 1 use her name] as nad many (ces i Per
career, having been 3 rales: nuse, teacher ke 3nd IDrery CAn 53 wel 25
e acinstsator of e Daton schadt which wes purpose- bt or Cissbled
Studants and closing 1 1984 due 1o speclic proCiems wiT o bulking. Thers was.
acoass to physioteraoy at e Dougies Parcer rehabiason Carive (n Nowdown
and soeech therapy wes aiso avaltae

‘Specally wained teachers taugnt cisaied sdents 1 ciasses of N Wil
 toacher aide and spocl prepared programs (o each chid s Carner
oaieves mat t 1 very hard for i hsabied studert ot 1 foe! o1 11 s 35 e
orty cinatied siodentin & norma s, She gave the exargie of 8 StLdeL Wt &
pasch impadimernt who was (Ut 0 @ Cabs (@A Japaness and anotnet
et who had 1t motor o-criglin. o WRS Dt 0 & CompiRer iass
Thase wara insogvopials piacings whch Woug Beneil o-cne she said

s Carter 5210 that whén the inciuson poicy began, parerts wera promsed it
here woukd b 2 FeCton of Sevices. However She 80 Ger Sources have a1
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statad Ut s81vices dwincies as unas were reduced

s publicaion (Navember 1397) Doas information Technolagy improve Studsnt
Leaming Outcomes? fpformaton fo Parents. e Tasmanian Educston
Department siaied that “Stucnts with isabiites have besn Peipess by commpuers™
(95) and “Compures support i FcAOn of Cisabilties nto reguiar casaiooms”
2150 “Same Frograms may parUCUATY help shudents who have aficury learing
(5) Thir poicy nciudes developing ‘our own reseaich KfoIMation a0 te.
eftect that computers nave.” 97)

From the e amourt o research pogIe 1 e Gien 10 CONTBS 10 he
Senate nauiy. 15 Epparent tat qualy edusaton of Gsabied students caot be
provided winows 1he appraprato agources &1 funds | have prosarted sors
wews and siso plar for e aducaion of isabied Sudenes. Soca asmition of
isabid tudants nto the roxma scoal COMMunty Ay WOTK n 180Ty, But i
s tac, resourcas are ofen aker o cther CHcken i e samo dass. AN
e o s 15 Dt where  oachar has an aido o el wih prepareion of
Joarring matoriats 1t sice wil hive Hishar s taken up with he cisatis
atadont whose neods ara consant , espectal f na student s prysicaly as wei
2 iiobectumty isablon 1 saties SN Were. Laugi fogales for Core
auecss e moming and ren thay foried e nonsstied stsents n the
aemoon for craatve e o recroatonal LB, et Coukl b2 some
2001812 of hess UGBS, Fowevsr WO Sey 810 fuly nctded n $choo!
classes, there hovds, 0 0o more resourceo and furs alocatas a5 e easied
Student genrally neads indivdual aftenbon whish 1S Sipensive. Teaoners nave
50 muc heapsd on than akeady, any inction Solcy St ofer he more.
raiing and tesosses for them t actieve the best outcomes for he dsabied
Studerts 1 their cara. For e pes w0 years thers s been a snodelin
‘overrmans funding of dsatieo students’ ecunaton =nd requested SUBPOT 025t
21 milion being spat anrualy. Tasmanan Ecucation Department Depiry
Socretary, Ms Aison Jacob, was Qs i The Sunday Tasmanian (310302 &
38y ) ek ur Gvermments over (e yoars ave raady laken s probam
Saricusly and are aways 93 Mote maney o b ere wil aWays be
enivren who coud use mase”




