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senate Enployment, workplace Relations and
Education References Committee

Suite S1 61 Parliament

CANBERRA, ACT 2600

71, The soulevard.
Floreat, wa 6019

o I3 writing this letcer o you with reference to your
inquiry into the £ducation of Students with disabilities.

1 have a seven year old son with puchenne
Muscular pystrophy, Dylan and his thin brother Michael are both
currently in the State Education System and my wife and I have been, in
the main, hapny with the level of support from the school and the
Education department of W.A.

Dear sirs,

However we have felt that it would benefit
Dylan if he could enter a school that would see hin through to year 13
=% e earliers soportunel iy W fo"n soc AR Vi tE
35,2 bims uhen ne 1o sti1) Fairly wobile, only requiring’awheeichair
Jor the Tonger walks. Over the next few years we would hope that. as his
condition deteriates he will still have built enoudh Frichdships te make
i< Passase thrayoh schooling that it casier “rhe opportunity o go
fron year 1 to 12 in the sane chool 1s, 1n our loca area only
available in the private sector,

§ which brings e to the very reason T write
19,gur Somitee, upon sppying to the private secudr for S placife ot
3, Trivare School e have been infored that ByTans Teachers afue (nich
is provided under the policy for Inclusive Schooling ) would not be
available in the private Sector, and as there is no negative effecs for
the taxpayer I was sonewhat disturbed by this developnent. The
oisabilitles Discrinination ACt is something of a nonsenss on this
nacter, The mrivate School coyld fake DyTan snto the School asking that
we (The Parents) provide an Aide for Dylan, but if the School took on
Oylan without providing a Teachers Aide, 1t would be denying Dylan the
IS o Iis proper sdication thereby Teaving the schael Tiable fo
prosecution under (you guessed it!) The Disabilities Discrimination Act.
This Guarantees that Dylan will not meet the selection criteria, and 1F
Y understanding of the ACt is correct(Sussex St. Community La
service,3470 2676) there s a question that the State Government is as a
third party “xiding AND Abetting” a Discriminatory Act. Oht And low and
behold Dylan Cand his twin) were rejected by the Schooi.

Tt is Clear that my son has been
fiscrininated againgt, he 1s being denied the right to go 1o 3 school of
his choice because he'fs disabled. A Teachers Aide is provided for Dylan
at this tine, a need has been established, there {5 no negative erfect
o the taxpayer. In spite of Government fears there will not, be an
dncrease ih bisabled Children because of a change 1n this policy, people
are not born disabled because they want to G010 private schooi’ byfon
@n go to any public school in'the Country, and the Govermient (under
the act) would have o provide Dylan with ramps, wheelchairs, Aides,
pisabled Toilets etc. etc. and yet the moment Disabled Children want to
ry the private sector the door is slammed.

There can be two reasons for this:-

One:- The private Sducation Sector does not Fight this policy because it
does not want disabled children

Two:- The Govermment wants these Schools for there own children
T Remain,
B
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