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WIMMERA HEARING
SOCIETY INC,

A voluntary hearing-support o
"an.n.'ﬂn M'im 5

“The Wimmers Hearing Sosiey Ine wish to submit ou recommendation
the Senate Inquiry o deef cducation.

‘The Wimimera Hearing Society s ¢ group founded in 1981 t0 help and
educate eaf and hearing-impaired people in the Wimmera region of
Victoia. Over the yesrs this group has grown into & well-respecied body that
s helped countless people and intigaed many changes to the services that
country deaf and hesring-impaired people receive

1t has been of great concern o us over he past years an the vay that deaf
education has declined for counry students. Over he years it has gradually
ot worse with the Wimmera Hearing Sociey Inc having to lobby and fight
o reain the services ofa specialst visiing teacher for the deaf in the ares
on several occasions.

A3 my deaf son is now 24,the services that be received compared 10 whit is:
available now i not even comparable. He was able with the help of the
Visiting Teacher for the deaf 1o bisin his VCE and attend teriary cducation
and o flfl his ambition of becoming an accounteni. 1 know that ifhe were
10 be at chool now this would not be an opton for him.

The role f the visiing teacher service,especialy to country students, who
i mostcases are the only deaf student with in the town arending the local
school, i vital link (o thei future, 2 was the case with my son. This s
ow not possible for students as they are lucky f they hae acoess (0 the.
visitng feacher one a erm, this is no acccpiable o these students.

As T ow act 2 2 Parent Advocste for deaf students it is appalling 0 ee the
responsitlity that i placed on the school taff and integration aids that have
o formal trining in deafeducation, mary students are not completing thir
education o @ standard that would allow thern to g0 onto further stdies
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5 Those children tht are dearor have a hearing loss orme under the one
specialist umbrela for deaf. .. sate wide body. This body (o
alloate il funding for deal and hearin, impaired students, allowing
country students  better opportunty to scces servies.

> Have equal access to education,the same serviees avalable (o them as
the city deaf and hearing-mpaired students receve.

> Parents should't have to over exaggerate theie child deafoess o
receive suppor (this scems t be only way deaf students can access
ducational services) B

> Extra professional staff being made available inthe county. More,
teachers o the deaf o be rained.

ing for support sl ntegraton sids and school s and parents
e availabl. In the couniry egions 0o much s placed on integration
Safl. I is unbelievable to it n & Parent Support meeting and the only
person tha gives  report i he integration aid who, in mostcases has
ot bad any formal rsiing in tesching deaf students or teaching any
students.

5 Parents also nesd o he cducated by professonls o help then asist
ther hild n education. This should be availabe from when the child
s disgnosed, 0 services can be put in plce forthe eild and when
they ae ready for school they willnotbe s far behind other heaing.
Students

> Deafund hearing-impaired stadents should be given the same career
opportunites 2 hearing sudents. Without speciais suppart taf this
does not happen in country aeas. They are usually aken up be group
caining employrment. Deaf people are deaf they are ot dumb; with
the right education and raining they are able 10 achieve the same
goals as hearing sadents






[image: image3.png]Itis very plessing o see thatthe Senate ar conducting tis inquiry i fo
deaf education, | hope that some posiive outcomes willbe the result and
that country deaf and hearing impaired students and theis families are
iven a much beter opportuniy fo be given the best education possible
enable them to ulfil thir lfe’s drcams and goels.

Vours traly,

So
M Sue Werd,
Exceutive Officer,

‘Winimera Hearing Socity Inc.






