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“The princpal mies o the Minscrial Advisory Comaitie: Sudents with Dissbilcs we 1o
provki dvic the Snth Ausalin Mt fo Education sad Chldren' Seviesan e

* Educaton of chidrea s suadents with disabile, from bit t twcaty-one ysars o sge,
atending ey inervention progrsms and govenmen, ndependent o ool preschools
and shool,

 Allcaionof Commonweath ad St SpecslEducation rants 0 organisstions voved i
providing suppor for these hidre sad studens i caly eveion pogees, reschols
ind schools

Please fiod atachod the Compities's sbmisiont the Serse Inquiry tat nchados commets on
CommonesitSttc Speisl Eduction funding: e iocreasing rumber of sudens with
iabilies rouiing suppor, he eod fr inceased mining and upport for classoom (cchers:
nd speciic Edings rom severlofthe Commies' ecet rstreh poecs

Research undertken by the Corvnitie incldes bt nsionalsad etate projcts, A murmber of
{@ese prsects may form e Seate Inqirysadcopiceaf e following repors e nckosed

Techmolog or Learning: Stadets it Disabiites (2000)
Early Leaming—Linking Educaion Healthand Disabilty tirongh Assssment, dccess and
o Services 1999)

Secandary Schoolin o Sedent ith A Specrim Disorders (2000)

Schooling Optins for Seudenss ith Disiics in South Ausralia— Parcnt Survey 2001
SociatStleDevelpmentfor St with Disatilies (2001)

Sipport or Childen ond Studers it Disabilies—nformation for Preschool Diectors
and School Pricipals (2003),
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The Miniserial Adviory Comite: Stdents with Dissbltis wae csblched in 1989 to
provide policy dvic 0 re South Austrlin Minisir fo Edocason and Chlde's Servics o
R cucaion of chidren 3 stadent with diabilies from birh 1o erty-one s of gt
These chidren and sudems may be siending carly inerveation pograms and goverament,
independentor bl preschoolsand schoos f s S

“The Commitie's primary ol i  provide policy advic in th form of reulr bicios a5
requested by the Ministr In adiion, e of poley-related projects re undriaben cach
Ve 0 provid e COmPIEhenSv analyssaf cuent e (ha e it r pproved By
e Miniser. The rels of hese projecs ar forwardd to the Mt with rleant plicy
recommendions. Wil e Minisir's spproval, projct eports are the published on the
Commitee's Webst,

The ather maj ol o the Commite s f proide adsice  the Minse on the llocation of
CommonwesthSiste Special Educaton Recutent Grans nd Commonweslth Capisl Grans 10
non-govermment_orgunisatons involeed in the. cdcaton. of chiden wnddents itk
dinhiiey, e the Auism Associaion, Crppied Chlden's Aseciaion, Down Syndsome
Socity: Eliphle non-goverment orpsatons may sply fo bot Coptl and Recurent
Grans. nder the Commonweatth Specil Education - Non.Governmen: Conve Support
programme (see. Commomucalth Programmes. for. Schools Quadrenial Admimiome
Gudlines 2001 10 200, Pa 23, 9 7779

Disabilty— Defnitior]

The Miiserisl Advisory Commite: Sudenis wih Dissbiliis operies within the
‘Commonweal's defnion of isbilty hat i nched n the guidlines (o allocating Special
Education Grants. The Commoneeaith Progsommes for Schools Quadimil Adminiatie
Gudelnes 2001 1 2008, i

A A with & sl mesns 2 child who s been assssd by 3 pesen i evnt
Qulfcaions a bavig an el e, sensors. physica, s o zons TN
oo ne o os im0 e Gt
€ the chid i f school age, i e crers fo cvlment i spcil eeaton
pogrn o Sercesprovided by e governent o e Suse 1 bic e s
ke child s e shoo g, vould sy o s von gt g
s wboss anly it are spslc eing il o o whom il
it o remelial por s g, ol b, 7 1)

Alhough fr fnding purposs the Ministeis Advisory Commitie operses s e sbove
defition, the Commenweath Disabilly Dscrimnaron det ncludes 3 broad iniepretaon of
isbily. 1 his dfiniion vas aplied o Compmonwealh nd St Specil Education Grants,
many more sudentswithdiffrnt types o diseilies and support ncsds would be eligle for
Funding (cp snudents with various peychisric dsorders, those wih an ifectiou diseate or
{oaipatil foss ofbdily o mental unctions—sce Disabiy Discrimination Act 1992), a1,
Secion ,pp 4.9

g CNAE RS .





[image: image7.png]However, the cument levels of Commonwel(ySat Specil Edueation funding s indeguate
1 prosde suppon or many of he sdents hat aresurentlycligioe uncer the Commonwealt
Guidelines (ssc Commomveaith Programmes for. Schools. Quackennial Advinisative
Gusdlnes 2001 152004, py 7119). In this S, those orgnisatons rceiving Special
Educaon Gransapertc witnn syt of prcristion and stdents wihlow owls ofnecd o
oot eceivesupport. Some oganisations s forced  aperte a wai lis ot nely dagnosed
andes,

Adequacy of Commonwealth/State Funding for Students with Disabilities

I et years, membersofte Miristeial Advisory Conmite have ot te smal increass
1 th 0 fuing svelsle from bh the Comimoneakh and Site for Specsl Educsion
Grants. Mot crgaistons have receivod extenely modest nreases i e past fe 3ears
(See Schedsle 1 for  fist of organations that were allocated CommonvealfuSists Specis
Education Grans fo the s yeur 2002) Members have o tht the amnual perceiage
creses for Specisl Edaion funding e not kept poce with salay ncreases for the
proessionss providing pport They have expressed pariculr conccen ia view of the
ncresing denands on thee orgaiatons o provide sddional suppot for students with
dants

Trends i opulationof sdents with disabiiis
Trends in the sudent populton regisered with the mafor nom-goscrament ormnsaions,
seceiving Commonweait Spacial Fdueation funding, show hat ol numbers of stdents
Cequring v service have icreasd in the pest four year. However, & sigifcant pccenage
(26%)ofstudents o ot receiv any support (s Schedul 2] Tnmay msances, s s e
ndoqute lecls of funding. The following ot demorstate the incresing demand on
ongusations providing suppor for chien and sudens i carly imervntin programs,
prschiolsand schols

=10 1993, the South Austalian Access Asisant Program vas esablshed for studets with
sovere physicl o mulipl disbilces who.weee moving from segregucd secings o ocal
reschool and sehooks. The sl mumber ofssdens requiingthis ipport rose from 203 i
1993 10 517 in 2001, Moreower, i 2001, he number of students denifed with invasive
elth care necds was 126, 2 opposed 15 20 o 1993, Curonly, many stdents with 3
iy, o moctsuppor reri, o 1ot have acess asisan spportbecase prrity is
ien 0 those wih insasive health car nesd. [ some cases,he edcaton secors hve ek
his demand from eistig esouress, e seppar i provided by Schaol Services Offcrs

+ Totalstent rumbers hav s ncrased verte st four yeas [0 he Auis Asociion,
e Coppled Children's Assocaion, the Down Sydrome Sociery, the Cora Barlay Cenirc:
fo Hearng mpaied and Towasend House (i orgunsation supporing poople with vsion
ind heaing impuients)—sce Scheduie 2 I addiion, th Autsm Associrion has made
308 new dingnoses in 200 st leat 180 addional Shdren Wil be clighle for School
Support funding i the nex o yors.

+ Dt provided by the Autsm Asociaion, Cple Childen's Associaton, Down Syndrome
Sociey and Cara Bavlay Cente sl uggest tha between 11 1o 33 pescent of clients
repisered r ot rceiving a servic rom tesecrgamsaions. (5¢e Sbedole2)

“The Depatment of Edcation, Triing and Esployment's Prschool Suppor Program eseves
@ Sate-bed Special Educaton Grant. Thisprogran provides ddiGona support 0 mect the
Ieaming eds of cilren with dsbilie in Soth Auerlonpreschots. Beoween 1999 und
2002, the namberofchisie aigbe for spportmcresed from 695 0 1080, In 2001, i,
with Iesning diffeule dsbiies account fr 15 percnt of e il preschonl ppulaton.
Wi the curet fve f unding, however,anly 5.9 percetreeie sppor

e Vel o oding. !






[image: image8.png]Siajor indins rom the Commited

A sumber of imporan s have been hghlighod in the Commitie's recen rsearch o
hacitic apio and tese s oined below. A previusly mentoned, eportsoftese rOts
‘e downoadsble i PDF formet o i/ macsvl . ovau/oub i

« Technlogy for Laarning: Sedents wih Disabiliies
Early Leamine—Lining Edcation, Healh an Disabily throvgh Asessmens Access and

Sigport Senices

Sccondery Schaoin for Sudents wih Autm Spectrum Disorders

Schaoling Options fo Sudent with Disabes n Sowth Astali ~4 ParentSurey

Soctal Skits Dvelopment for Sdent with Discbilies

Support for Chidren and Sudents with Disabiltis nformaton or Preschoo Diretors

o School Princials,

= Disability-related Support or Classroom Teachers

1o ecent yers,  maor findin of sl pojcts undertaken by the Commiice has b the rest
for mproved levls of suppot fo cecsron tachers workag with hida or studats wih
Gahiltis. o Souh Austals, sbaugh spproximaily sihty percnt of ll sudens with
iabilsis are mow carled in ear level cisis (i cxcuding hose e specalit Seings), he
|cvel of soppor required by eaches has ot ket pace with i change n dacotonal policy.In
he Comminces repors,th two major aess of Suppor: oqUITng pcrased levels of funding
inchude:

 Additionsl snd ongoing dssbilrlated sl evelopmen (or both teachers and taching
Sosstnt) and inessed acess o appropTive pofewional cxperse (fom e eduction
Sectors nd exteoal conslans),

« Incrested numbes o tsaching ssisants o have eceived adequae rsiing n relaion 0
codents wih isbiltics

= Computer-based Technology for Students with Disabillies

101999, ntons projoctconducied by the Commite, Technologyfor Learing: Sudents vith
Disablies, vestgted e e of computer-based s<hnology i schoals 1 st stdens Wih
st acess, pilcpato and acheve i cducaion. Theprject ocusedon studets with
Giabiliisstending goverment tnd non-government sehool across Ausal,including thoss
in rral snd remote e, Sudents wre carolled n (he runge o seboo seings, ke pecial
oo, pecal s, spcia clascs and regulr clasrooms,

The resurch des dighlighed  mumber of facos that contibute 0 the_suceessfl
mplemetaio o conputer-bsed leaig progeams fo these Stdents. These included e
Commitment i vison of school pricial, nigh leel of techer experdse in boh disoily
ind technaogy, relaively bigh el of school-based rsourees (cpesally for computer
cqpipment) snd addiional fndingfor achingasistnts and suppor sl

“Thestdy esuls s s mmber ofimplications thatwarrantconsderaion by Comsmonwess,
Sate nd Tersiory Govermments and oducton sctors sross Austalia. I orler (o provide
cppropistc compatr-bsed tehology for sudents with iabities, ddiiona Usgecd funding
{erequied for eucaton secor 0:

S U MAE et ot g B





[image: image9.png]+ Develop Informasion Technology ifrsieture 1o nsure sandrdisation of equipet for
schoolwide neorking nd cces o e nemet.

« Develop mechanirs, inching th liaking o secor Websie,  allow schools 1o hare
experice o & aaona leve, pariclarty here studnts wih low incdence disbilies st
nvalved

+ Provide shools in rurl and remote aeas of Austalia with on-se video-onfecncing
echnology o i acess 1 ity-based prfesional ad teshnical suppost o the se of
computer.vased echnoloy.

« Allow shools 10 prchase sppropeie asistive sad adaive tchrology for stdents with
dabiies,

« Allow schools o und an-ie taining of taching salf in the use of computersased
{echoology, nludin rinng in gers coraputer competnce, a wel s skl i te e of
{echnologyspeifcaly designed orsadets it s

« Provide on-ite echnical spport in il sshoois, n the form of u sepaste nformation
Technaogy ppoiatment, aad ho simply ncorporae it It th re of exising casroom
tsachers,

+ Allow sehools 1 employ wel rained and exporenced teaher sssants for the sucesssl
mplemenaton ofcomputr-based eaning for sucens with sl

For & complet st o the policy implicatons drawn from tissationl prejec, s Tchnology
Jor Learnin: Suents with Disabilies,pges v 0.

& Early Intervention Servicesfor Students with Disbiliies

1n 1999, the Ministeisl Advisory Comitie agred to an ivestigation of ey iervenion
srvies forchiden and tadets between the oges o 0 0 8 ears o South Austala. While
members recognised the imporiance of carly leaming for all young childen they were
pariculary concemed withth growing umbers of those with developmental delay/disablity
Who are not lighle fr speciale dsbiity sevices and who roquite addiona plasia,
suppor and iervention @ maimise laring._Incladed i this papulson ar chidren for
Whom a spcifc diagaois has no becn made e 0 hee cunent hronologicl age, eaghy
diagaosis procesesorlack of efral 0 an ssessmeat service

Wil rany o therecommendations e couched n e tht re speific 1 South Austlin
sevices and. organsaton, seveal sues may bave geocal elevance o ol s and
Teriorie. Thes incide

« The e for improved coordintion and aolshoration Setween th cucation, besith snd
iabily scors e delvery of uty inersenton sevice.

+ The devlepment of comprehensive dtabases o avaiabl vy erventon service ht can
e acsesod by both profesionals 1 percnts

+ Inprovements in postgraduate medical cducaion progrms, for geers pracioners in
PAieulr, 1 asuc ary seseea for developmental delayissilry and ey 1ol

+ The invoduction of courses on neriscipliary ollboruive prctic fr educaion, health
and disbiity rofessionals, s an sl compenent o undergraduse degres

= Secondary Schooling for Sudents with Autism Spectrum Disorders

I 1999, the Commitee investigated the curent sitcion for secondary-aged sdents Wit
Autism Specrum Disonders in St Ausali schoos. Dse o th comple neds ssociated
“wihthei dnabily, hese sdensofcn ave Tl sccowing and patKipting scceeeuly
' lanned lering progracn, paricalary i hee senio ear of sehooling.





[image: image10.png]“The resuls of th sy st tat many sues fTsin stdents with an Autsm Speciram
Disonde e ey et o there core diabilies in communication, socialistion, thisking
a0 erming, s ey procesaing. Speciial, lried ossaistioal kil song wihpoot
ol nerpersonal el vere entiid 5 major e or s st

Ava schoolJve, ssues cenied n he sructure of secondaryschoos th amountand format of
academic reqiremens, a limted cumber of specfically rained and experinced pofessionls
Svmible o support oo teachrs, pee beasaat, the neod or speciic el hils
rsining, altmaive placementieuming  opions snd betaviour miagement  stcyic
Systnclly, s rlted to firnied CommonvealiStse fundin, resree svaldilty and
exile rscure marsgement n secondaryschoos.

Daa from the stady, highlighed s number of sucecssfl school mangement and eaching
practces.The mos sccessful pracics adoped  station.specifc and fleible approac. It
sk acknowiedged tht many stdents i Avtsm Spectm Disorders bave Ui spport
neads that e anion drig s schol years. 1 dditon,sall group of sudnts with
‘Acperger syndrome contnu fo prssnt signficant supportand servcs callenges - Secondary
chool e e aced it inseable problems duc 1o linid lacement cptns for hese
Coudents otide of el casroom sURES.

= Schooting Options for Students with Disabliies
During 2000, the Minserial Adviscey Commiie conducied a rndom srsey o pests of
Students with disbilitis i Souh Ausrla, The survey samle was draw fom S, Cathlic
nd ndependent educsion sectors d ncioded sudents nvaled n th range of choo! sttogs
nboth metropoln and counyregons (i specil ehools,speial classes, specal uaits and
sl lassrooms)

The resits f the survey ciary idicaed tht parns pefrrd a range of chooling otions for
Endent wih dsabilfies No one type o stig received Unaninous suppor Parns vlucd
e opporunity o chooe hirchid' school placement. A number of fociors influenced parent
Choice pimarly dhe schoat' elhon bt . Togsie, sehool aclices and urrcalum
Considerations,

The mejoriy of parents expressed stsuction wih thle chlds cument placement. Of those:
paratsCxpresing disatificton, most would have prefered  ifeent (e f et Whlle 3
Smber Henified curmculum changee and improvements to e Bt could be made 3
ool and sectoreve, Thes included:

. th provisio of e spesia i i bt primaryand secandary shocls
he provision o uiorand prmsy special classesonthe same choolcarpus

(@ faclite waiion)

e provision o seniorspcialunit thtprovide lgic)exension o priary scings
Besibe ptonsfor it laccacn between a eguir and special ool

increases ase of ol bigh schal facliis by pesil school sudeats

spech andsccupsional thcapiss inchded in the crticalum.

Wil th sl of i stady were orwarded  the chif excutves of the e ducaton
sectrs in this Stae, many of these changes (artcully he provision of more special i)
would requiesgafcant el of ddiionalfnding.
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1 2000, the Commito insesigaed social kil devlopment for sudents wih 3 rue of
disbliies across all evels of schooling A cae stady methodology was adopied sad five
Schools paricpaied in the escarch, tree rom the Department of Fducation, Training 1nd
Enployment and one cachfram th Cathle nd Independentsctrs.

Resuls from the sy indictod that » pumbe of chool-vide ftor promoted sacil skile
developen o studes with disabils. Primarily, 3 ‘whol o schol approach wthformal
Feportng mechumisms provided the foundaton o comprehenive socil skl prograns.
Rescarch daia demonsatd the vahe ofsrong Iesdrshp wher schaol managers wdesiond
he range of il reaed s and wers conmied o spportng s roup of students.
They rcoguised the imporuace of sructred socil skills development for all sudens,
especilly hose with disabilis, a well a he ned 10 fostr posiive elonsips it
Schoolcommunity i parcla it preats. Ongong dsaTity-rolied sl developmen with
secess 0 sppropriae rofessona experis was ke fctor in i whle of schoa approsh.

Case sty paricipants denifid sevenl teaching stategies that cncourged socal kil
evelopment o hes stdens, e e e of meatos o conches for indvdual stdeats, rle
madoh, explice teaching methodologis, appropeiate owasd.sysers, imely behavioural
feadbock and targtedskills development o ndivicual sodes. A mafor o Hghlghed i
1 dats s he imporiance of welsined eching st

= Support Service for Children and Students with Disabilties

Ready acees fo dsabily-selated iformtion at the school lev! has been ieatiied a6 s
ongoin problen by the Commitee during ressrehcondocted over a b f years. 1o 2001
e Commitiescompileda resourse document aimed st proviing reschol ieeorsan schoot
princpal with an oveview of suppotsrvicesfo childrn and siudents il disoilies seross
i cducatin, health nd disabilty sctors in Sout Ausalis. Information s prescted under
our seton headings: prtenips betuven preschool, schools and fmle; nroiment at he
prschoolor schoal; accssng servces;, and preschoolschool management._ A1l sections of the
document inclade information speifc 1 the thre cheation sctrs (S, Cotholic and
Idependent schook). Colact deails and descripions of relevaat support servises and
sgencisorgansaions (. provide specidis sids and. equipment e incloded by the
Appendics.

Conclusion|

T he pas o years,the mamberofchilden an stdenss withdisailes who ae clgible for
suppor under CommonweallSiste Special Education funding citeris bs s stadily. Totl
fumbing b ot kept pac it he inreased demands orservces. A consequence,ther e
arowing numbers who do ot recie support e 0 e iited funds avalable o senice
providers.

A e of reports prepard by the Ministeial Advisry Commte: Studrts with Disiles
ave idemifiod s rlated 1o the provision of suppot for studeats with vrios types and
Jevels of dsaily. The effcivenes of the Conmie's recormendotions included i hese
repors depends, i the Gt iosance, on adequae funding being provided by bath
Commonexth nd State gvermments. This wil i 3 recopton and respons o the
{ncrasing mamberofchilsenand stdens wih speial neds (s ou reschous and ehools.
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CRGANIATION Toul Sute | Commonweanth
s s s
utm Associaton By Inrvrtion 255 o 20745
Autm Associaion Schoo!Suppor. sins 3 s
Coipied Chiden's ary Intevenion 298% o 2983
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Down Syndiome Ely Inervention 6 o 12626
Down Syadroms Prschoo! Suppor: o 9
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