APPENDIX

EXAMPLES OF COMMERCIAL VENTURES AT NSW REGIONAL UNIVERSITIES

Southern Cross University

The research carried out at Southern Cross University at its Cellulose Valley Technology Park Centres for Phytochemistry and Plant Genetics, the School of Natural and Complementary Medicine, and the Environmental Analysis Laboratory builds on northern NSW’s comparative advantages - a sub-tropical eco-system; local Aboriginal communities with an understanding of the medicinal and other uses of local plant-life; and experience in horticultural production.

Recognising that much of the research carried out at the university has potential for commercialisation, SCU has designed the Cellulose Valley Technology Park as a business venture to attract companies to its campus.  Entrepreneurs and start-up businesses are being provided with incubation services, while more mature companies are being offered generous leases which give them direct access to the university’s research skills and infrastructure.

University of New England

In conjunction with the NSW Department of Agriculture, the university has established a research facility in animal genetics – the Animal Genetics and Breeding Unit (AGBU).  The research carried out by this unit, and the intellectual property developed, has subsequently been commercialised under the BREEDPLAN trademark by the Agricultural Business Research Institute (ABRI), a self-financing consultancy established within the university.  BREEDPLAN is now a major beef cattle genetic evaluation system estimated to have contributed $500m in industry efficiency gains across Australia.

The university is recognised as a leader in applied research in agricultural sciences, and was instrumental in attracting funding for a major Co-operative Research Centre (CRC) for Cattle and Beef Quality, which is headquartered in Armidale.  A new Australian Sheep Industry CRC is also to be set up soon in Armidale.

This concentration in research infrastructure, skills and commercialisation endeavours has, in turn, seen most cattle breed societies re-locating their main offices to Armidale.  The twenty organisations which so far have moved there have brought around 120 additional jobs to the town, and have further enhanced its competitiveness as a centre for agricultural sciences and related commerce.

University of Wollongong

Recognised by the company as having particular strengths in wireless and communications technology research, the university was considered an ideal site for the only Australian research facility of the company Nortel Networks Australia. 

Located on the university campus, the Nortel facility currently employs nearly 250 people, many of whom are highly skilled wireless technicians, and IT and communications workers.  Not only is this is a significant instance of a partnership between a regional university and a leading business player, but it is also a striking example of how such relationships can contribute to industrial re-structuring.

The Illawarra has traditionally been dominated by steel manufacturing and mining.  With the scaling down of BHP operations in the area over the last decade, and a slow decline in mining, endemic unemployment became one of the region’s major social problems.  However, ventures such as Nortel’s are gradually seeing a change in the industrial structure of the region, bringing new skills, technology and job opportunities.  

Such businesses are also engendering new aspirations in the community.  Local businesses, for instance, have encountered a tangible example of a 21st century enterprise, one which amply demonstrates the importance of communications, information and communications technolpgy, and knowledge for sustainable economic development.

Charles Sturt University

Recognising the rapid growth of the wine industry, and its huge export potential, Charles Sturt University played a leading role in designing the National Wine and Grape Industry Centre at Wagga Wagga as a focus for research and practical industry support.  

Research at the centre is some of the most innovative being undertaken in Australia, with areas of research including: wine quality and stability, wine and grape flavour, phenolic chemistry, plant pathology, microbiology, vine physiology, and integrated pest and disease management.  

The centre carries out extensive industry consultation to establish research directions, thus ensuring that its work remains focused on the needs of the industry and its commercial imperatives.  Through Charles Sturt University, the centre also runs an education program attracting more than 800 students, making it a major provider of graduates for the wine and food industries across Australia.  Broader vocational training and ongoing industry education are also carried out in a number of ways.  Operations at the centre itself are also supported by income from an on-site commercial winery and vineyard, a commercial cheese factory, and a pilot food plant.  

