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SUBMISSION TO SENATE INQUIRY 
INTO HIGHER EDUCATION

The Group of Eight is a coalition of Australia’s leading universities. The Group of Eight Universities have come together to build on their collective strengths and to raise the profile of Australia’s leading universities. Membership comprises the Vice-Chancellors of:

Adelaide University

The Australian National University

The University of Melbourne

Monash University

The University of New South Wales

The University of Queensland

The University of Sydney

The University of Western Australia

The coalition was formed through consensus on the principle that Australia both needs and deserves universities of world class. Australia’s leading universities generate many of the intellectual resources and highly educated people that sustain key parts of Australia’s educational, social and industrial fabric. These universities, individually and collectively, provide access to international networks in education, culture, business and politics and represent the face of Australia in international forums. Many of the international students who study in our universities go on to become the political, industrial and cultural leaders of their nations. 

	The Group of Eight Universities:

· undertake 70% of all research conducted in Australian universities and over half of all basic research performed throughout Australia;

· produce between 60% and 80% of internationally recognised Australian research publications in every field of research and over 80% of internationally cited university research from Australia;

· together with affiliated institutes, employ 70% of the researchers awarded citation laureates by ISI; 
· dominate university research links with industry, undertaking 54% of the applied research and 61% of the experimental development;

· enrol half the higher degree research students in the country and are the main source of trained research personnel;

· receive a higher share of national teaching awards than their share of staff numbers;

· employ every university scientist in Australia who is a Fellow of the Royal Society;

· contribute over 75% of the Fellows of the four Australian Learned Academies; and 

· occupy the top groupings in each of the three national quality reviews, which covered all aspects of university performance from graduate outcomes to community service.


The Group of Eight’s objectives are to:

· enhance the contribution of Australia's leading universities to the nation's social, economic, cultural and environmental well-being and prosperity;

· extend the contribution of Australia's leading universities to the generation and preservation of the world's stock of knowledge;

· strengthen Australia's capacity to engage in and benefit from global developments and opportunities and to respond to global and local challenges; and

· expand opportunities for Australian students, regardless of background, to participate in higher education of world class

by:

· removing constraints which limit the capacity of Australian universities to operate at their full potential;

· developing an approach to university resourcing that fully recognises the public and private benefits of higher education; and

· establishing a stable and transparent public policy and funding framework within which universities can plan with reasonable certainty.

The Group of Eight proposes that a new policy and funding environment should be developed based on the following principles.

1. Higher education policy and funding arrangements should be based on a recognition of the growing importance of universities to the future of the nation in the global knowledge economy.

2. Higher education policy and funding arrangements should be fair, consistent, stable and transparent.

3. The policy environment should encourage differentiation in the role and mission of higher education institutions and should facilitate the emergence of at least some Australian universities able to take a place among the leading universities of the world.

4. Ability to succeed, not ability to pay, should remain the central criterion for access to all universities, regardless of their mission or standing.
5. Higher education policies should recognise the academic autonomy of universities and the primacy of the relationship between the university and the student.

6.  Government policies and funding arrangements for higher education should be based on a     proper acknowledgement of the mix of public and private benefits.

7.  In the public interest, Government policies and funding arrangements should recognise the legitimate commercialisation of research and education services by public universities.

8.  Universities should not be unfairly constrained in the extent to which they can raise revenue from private sources, including student fees.
9.  Student choice should be the principal determinant of the distribution of the public     contribution to the cost of university tuition.

10. Internationally competitive levels of public investment in basic research should be a central       and sustained budgetary priority.

11. Significant incentives should be provided for industry investment in research, recognising     the public good component of the conduct and commercialisation of such research.

12.The funding system for university research should be based on the principle of competition. 

The Group of Eight will be pleased to elaborate on the issues raised in this submission with the Committee of Inquiry.

Professor Gavin Brown





Virginia Walsh

Chair








Executive Director

March 2001

_1041937514.doc
[image: image1.jpg]N
0:‘:‘ Group of Eight







