Appendix   3

PUBLIC  FUNDING  FOR  HIGHER  EDUCATION  —  INTERNATIONAL  COMPARISONS

United States

•
Public research and development investment totals US$ 91.0 billion in fiscal year 2001, an increase of 9.2% over 2000.

•
US$ 42.9 billion allocated for President’s 21st Century research fund in science and technology, an increase of 7% over previous year.

United Kingdom

•
Announcement in 1998 of increased funding for science, engineering and technology of £ 1,107,000 plus £ 400 million from the Wellcome Trust for research infrastructure and research grants.

•
2000 Science and Innovation White Paper announced a further £ 1 billion in partnership with the Wellcome Trust for science infrastructure, including —

—
£ 675 million for university infrastructure awarded on excellence and research income;

—
£ 140 million for Higher Education Innovation Fund;

—
funding for Science Enterprise Centres.

Canada

•
Canada Foundation for Innovation, established in 1997, has produced CA$ 2.097 billion in capital investment in research infrastructure (Federal government funding is matched with industry and institutional contributions on a 40:40:20 basis).

•
Funding from granting councils restored to 1993-1994 levels, including 12.4% increase for social science and humanities and 6.6% for science and engineering.

•
2000 research professorships to be funded by 2004-2005, a half of which are to be funded at the rate of CA$ 225,000 per appointee  (University of Toronto is to receive around 260 new research professorships).

Singapore

•
Expenditure on science and technology to increase over the next 5 year plan from S$ 54 billion to S$ 57 billion.

•
A commitment to achieve 1.43% of GDP on total research and development over the next five years.

•
Increases to total spending on education will result in a change from 3.6% to 4.5% of GDP over the next few years.
•
Building S$ 55 billion Science Hub consisting of two science parks and 176 hectare facility.

The ‘Education at a Glance OECD Indicators 2000’ report indicates that direct public expenditure on higher education as a percentage of GDP for 1997 for selected countries was as follows —
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(Source:  University of Melbourne analysis of international funding trends).
