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SUPPLEMENTARY SUBMISSION TO THE SENATE ENQUIRY into tertiary education

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY INSTITUTE

As stated in our original submission, there is considerable concern in the community in Northern Tasmania particularly in the electorates of Bass and Lyons, that the closure of the School of Applied Science has reduced the level of technical skills training at a tertiary level in Northern Tasmania.

For this reason I wish to propose the establishment of an Information Technology Institute at the Launceston campus of the University of Tasmania.

A number of initiatives during the past three years have focused strongly on the Information Technology potential of Launceston and surrounding districts.

At a community level the Launceston City Council has developed, through consultation with the broader community, a vision "Launceston Our City of Learning and Innovation Open to the World."  This vision encompasses the recognition by the community that education, particularly the presence of the Australian Maritime College and the University of Tasmania, is essential to the ongoing sustainable development of the region.  It also incorporates the realisation that learning and innovation for the future must be open to the world through the development of communication systems that will provide learning opportunities via the internet and satellite to an international community.

At an educational level the Launceston Education Forum is possibly unique in Australia, with membership including the University of Tasmania, Australian Maritime College, TAFE Tasmania, Tasmanian Education Department and private schools in Launceston.  Through this forum a pathway exists for the structured development of education in schools and skills acquisition throughout life.

Recent developments at a technical level have included the establishment of the Tasmanian Economic Commerce Centre, based in Launceston and representing a partnership between the State Government and the University of Tasmania.  Tasmania Business Online was established in Launceston last year as a private enterprise, business to business e-commerce company, supported by Networking the Nation.

At a sociological level, Launceston and the rural and regional areas surrounding it comprise a population of 120,000 people with a wide range of employment backgrounds and geographic locations.  This environment is ideal for research into the sociological effects of information technology and communications. The Telstra Broadband eLab has been established in Launceston with the support of commonwealth funding to take advantage of this ideal sociological research base.  

Telstra Research has also established eLaunceston as an exercise to develop parameters for successful internet portal development.  This project is supported by Telstra, the Launceston City Council, the educational organisations mentioned above, the Launceston Chamber of Commerce and Business North.  

At a business level the Launceston Digital Development forum has been formed to bring together private enterprise, Local, State and Federal Government and educational facilities of the region to ensure a free interchange of ideas between the various groups in areas of information technology and communications.

An opportunity exists at the University of Tasmania, through the School of Computing, to harness community support to develop an Information Technology Institute.

The School of Computing is currently 20% over enrolled, indicating a high demand for learning in this field. The reputation of the School of Computing at the University of Tasmania is well regarded at a national and international level, under the leadership of Professor Young Choi.

The school is already one of the largest schools at the University of Tasmania and this year has had a 50% increase in the number of overseas students, which currently make up 15% of the total school population.

In addition, the School of Computing has been able to attract in excess of $200,000 from overseas research grants during the past year.

It is not the place of Business North to discuss in detail the structural requirements of the University. This is however, an opportunity to develop an area which has community and business support as well as maintaining a centre of excellence.

There are undoubtedly a number of other areas of technical excellence which could be supported through the University of Tasmania or the Australian Maritime College.  

Computer science is the language which will enhance the opportunities for all these other disciplines during the next decade.  It is therefore our view , as a representative of business and the community in Northern Tasmania that the establishment of an Information Technology Institute, based in Launceston, could assist in the sustainability of this region and in providing a vision for our young people to remain in Tasmania to participate in this exciting new and highly marketable project.

"Growing Tasmanian Business"
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