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The following submission has been endorsed by the student body of the Master of Psychology (Clinical) students at the University of New South Wales.


UNSW Master of Psychology (Clinical) students are coursework students who complete the degree program over 2 years full-time (or part-time equivalent). The program can be undertaken after completion of a four year undergraduate approved sequence with a major in psychology. On completion of the degree program students are:

· Eligible for registration as Psychologists with the NSW Psychologists Registration Board

· Eligible for membership of the Australian Psychological Society

The degree program consists of three components:

· Coursework (50%)

· completed over 2 years

· Research thesis (25%)

· undertaken in second year

· Four field placements totalling 1000 hours (25%)

· UNSW Psychology Clinic (compulsory), undertaken in first and second year

· adult mental health setting (27 or 36 days), undertaken in second year

· child and family mental health setting (27 or 36 days), undertaken in second year

· specialist placement (27 or 36 days), undertaken in second year

· The field placements must be in four settings. Students must work as an intern clinical psychologist in the UNSW Psychology Clinic for a minimum of one day each week for 18 months. The remaining placements must be completed in a variety of settings (eg hospital, community clinic). Two of the three must be of 36 days duration, the third of 27 days duration.

Terms of Reference Addressed

The terms of reference addressed below are considered to be of particular relevance for UNSW Psychology (Clinical) coursework students.

d) the equality of opportunity to participate in higher education, including:

d)ii) the effects of the introduction of differential Higher Education Contribution Schemes and other fees and charges and changes in funding provision on the affordability and accessibility of higher education


Students in this program can apply for a HECS Award. The introduction of the HECS Award was believed to increase the accessibility of higher education. Yet, the following has been noted in this postgraduate program:

· HECS Awards reduce the cost of education; they do not waive the cost of education. Therefore, students who have deferred their undergraduate and postgraduate HECS payment will graduate with 6 years of education contribution to be repaid (approx. $21120, based on 2001 HECS rates)

· HECS Awards do not provide any support for the cost of living, rendering Higher Education inaccessible for many

· Previously students took out student loans to cover the cost of Upfront Fees. There are now reports of students on HECS Awards taking out student loans to cover the cost of living as there are no scholarships to contribute to living expenses, only research costs, and no government financial support available (eg Austudy)

d)iii) the adequacy of current student income support measures

The current income support measures for postgraduate students are limited. The following has been noted with regards to scholarships:

· The only scholarships available for students in this program are

· HECS Awards

· Privately funded scholarships to help cover research costs

· HECS Awards reduce Upfront Fees to HECS Payment (upfront or deferred). HECS Awards do not provide support for living costs

Other income support measures:

· Full-time students are restricted in the time they can spend in non-study (eg employment) activities. Full-time students are required to be available between Monday-Friday, 9am-5pm

· Part-time students are expected to be available for classes that are held during the day. Currently one class runs on two day each week, with both lectures being within normal business hours. Therefore having a full-time work and completing this course on a part-time basis is extremely difficult. Most students studying part-time can only be employed part-time, due to course demands

· Government assistance (eg Austudy, Abstudy) is not available for Masters or Doctoral students. It is only available for Graduate Diploma and Graduate Certificate students. This discriminates against those who need a masters or doctoral degree to qualify for positions. This is true of the Master of Psychology (Clinical) program. It is not possible to gain this qualification through ‘on-the-job’ training, and clinical psychologists are highly valued in the mental health sector

· The lack of financial support can exclude students from postgraduate study. Many that accept positions in postgraduate study evidently work excessive hours in order to support themselves. If more scholarships and government financial assistance were available it would ease the extraneous demands placed on students. This can only result in students getting more from the time they put into their studies.

The lack of financial support for this degree program implies that it is only the individual student undertaking the training who will benefit from additional (ie postgraduate) training. Yet it is our society that benefits from having highly trained specialist mental health professionals. To produce professionals who have training of high standard it is necessary to give these professionals-in-training more support, particularly financial, than is currently provided. This will ensure the future quality of these professionals in our society.

Additional – Exploitation of Student Labour


Remuneration for course field placements is clearly unequal. Many students must complete field placements in community settings (eg hospital, government organisations, private companies). Remuneration exists for some degrees (eg medicine, engineering, architecture) at the undergraduate and postgraduate level, however many female dominated degrees (eg psychology, social work) do not receive remuneration. Indeed, the organisations at which the students are undertaking placements often make money from the work of the students.

· eg Master of Psychology (Clinical) students must complete 1000 hours of placement across four professional settings. One placement must be at the UNSW Psychology Clinic. Clients pay between $10-$30 each session, the money going directly to the School of Psychology and not the students. Students are expected to see a minimum of three clients each week, for 18 months. This equates to each student earning between $2160 and $6480 for the School of Psychology during their 18 months in the UNSW Psychology Clinic. With an average of 15 students in each year, the students as a group are earning between $32 400 and $97 200 for the School of Psychology. Additionally, students must pay HECS or Upfront Fees to undertake these placements. 

When Master of Psychology (Clinical) students undertake field placements they are already provisionally registered to practice psychology (ie practice whilst supervised) in NSW. Indeed, some students are already registered psychologists. The completion of 1000 hours of unpaid work in any other vocational training program (eg traineeship, apprenticeship, cadetship) would be considered an exploitation of labour. Not only must Master of Psychology (Clinical) students complete 1000 hours of field placements without receiving remuneration, they cannot receive any other form of financial assistance from the government. This is a situation that exists throughout Australia in equivalent courses and is in dire need of review.

I am aware of the contents of this document, and as a student in the Master of Psychology (Clinical) Program at the University of New South Wales, I support the submission of this document to the Senate Inquiry into Higher Education in Australia.

Name






Signature

[refer to forwarded hard copy]

Individual Example

With reference to d)i), d)iii), and Exploitation of Student Labour

The following profile is of Michelle Moloney, a full-time student, currently in her second year of the Master of Psychology (Clinical) program at UNSW.

Course Requirements

· 1000 hours of unpaid field placement, to be divided across four settings. NB – in the majority of placements the placement setting will receive payment from clients for the services provided by the Intern Clinical Psychologists (provisionally registered as a psychologist by the NSW Psychology Registration Board)

· Thesis

· Coursework

· Full time students must be available weekdays during normal business hours

Income

· $200/wk (family support)

· $180/wk (casual employment)

Living Expenses

- Rent




$150/wk

- Transport



$20/wk (to placement)

- Food etc



$70/wk

- Uni expenses



$20/wk


ie photocopying, preparing resources for clients, stationary, video and audio cassettes

- Utilities



$20/wk

- Textbooks/resources


$500pa

Average Week

	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	Casual work

6 hr

Uni prep

2 hr
	Placement

8.5 hr

Uni prep

2 hr
	Thesis/course

work

10 hr
	Placement

9-10 hr

Uni prep

2 hr
	Placement

9 hr

Casual work

3 hr
	Placement

8.5 hr


	Casual work

9 hr


Totals

· Placement



36

· Uni (thesis/coursework/prep)

16

· Casual work



18

Total

70

The course qualifies psychologists to practice as clinical psychologists. These skills cannot be gained through undergraduate study. Whilst they may be gained through on-the-job training, the quality and diversity of the training and skills gained through postgraduate training are superior. I am in a position where I must partially support myself, and cannot work in my professional industry due to course imposed time constraints. I am currently working 70 hours a week, and being paid for 18 hours. There is no financial support available from the government or through scholarships.

Course demographics – I am one of two people in a course of 20 that attended a state high school. One full-time student of 12 is completely self sufficient; all others receive financial support from family and partners.

Michelle Moloney, BA(Psych)

Intern Clinical Psychologist
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