From:
saxon booth [saxon_saxoff@hotmail.com]

Sent:
Monday, 19 March 2001 6:13 PM

To:
eet.sen@aph.gov.au; nswpresident@unistudent.com.au

Subject:
tutorial sizes,funding and policy

Hi my name is Saxon Booth and I have just begun my first year of teriary study at UTS. I finished secondary school at Pennant Hills High, a huge school wih class sizes averaging 30 people. This would have to be expected when the “liberal” government gives 70% funding to private schools and only 30% to their own (obviously plebian to them) public schools. I worked hard to get into Uni and what do I get in return for my hard work and stressing over the HSC? Tutorial sizes of 30people! Already uni is an environment stressing independence and less help from tutors/lecturers than there was from teachers at school. This combined with a slash of funding from 90% to 42% at UTS, means that it is near impossible to obtain any help from tutors/lecturers. Why should Ipay thousands of dollars a year in fees, thousands of dollars in textbooks and then be in debt to the government when they give me less than I am entitled to in return?

I observed with interest the announcement by the Howard government that they would be increasing funding for “innovation” in Australia. How do they see this creating a more innovative nation when they don’t adequately fund the schools and especially the uni’s which will give people the intelligence, skills and qualifications to become these so called “innovators in the first place? PLEASE address these issues in your enquiry!
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