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21 June 2001

Mr John Carter

Secretary

Employment, Workplace Relations, Small Business and Education

Australian Senate References Committee

Dear Mr Carter

Inquiry into Higher Education

This letter is being written in response to your letter dated 21 May 2001 to Professor Michael Osborne, the Vice Chancellor, La Trobe University.  

In response to Mr Michael Puleston’s insinuation that the Language Centre representatives marketing off-shore are complicit in misleading students about the time needed to successfully prepare for university studies is erroneous and is falsely stirring up suggestions of impropriety.  Neither do the English language centres set the university English language requirements for university entry, nor are they in a position to change these.  La Trobe University Language Centre does not wish to destroy the credibility of its courses or the integrity of its teachers by supporting irresponsible under-preparation of students going on to tertiary study in Australia.

To support the above assertions, we at La Trobe University would like to make the following comments:

Students at LTULC in the English for Further Studies Program follow a rigorous program lasting at least 20 weeks, but more often 30 weeks of study after they exit from Intermediate level classes.  They are told that entry to their chosen course can be achieved by satisfying conditions set by their receiving faculty.  The minimum conditions are set at IELTS 6.0 or the LTULC Stage 5b at UG (undergraduate) level.

Many students attempt both the IELTS and the LTULC Stage 5b Certificate.  Students who elect not to take the IELTS test must achieve at least a UG pass, which requires an overall percentage points score of 60% for the assessment tasks.  The assessment is based on a wide range of testing instruments and procedures, including

· The writing of research reports and argumentative essays based on at least 5 references

· Reading and listening tests using published IELTS practice materials

· Academic presentations and tape recorded small group discussions

· Critical evaluation essays based on comparisons of journal articles on a range of topics

In learning the skills required to achieve passes in the above, the students are required to master basic skills in researching library catalogues and databases, paraphrasing source material and avoiding plagiarism, the construction of reasoned arguments, critical thinking, in-text referencing, and the presentation of academic documents according to generally accepted conventions, as well as reasonable accuracy and fluency in writing and speaking.  This is a wider range of skills than is covered by IELTS preparation courses alone.

To achieve a PG certificate (suitable for entry into a postgraduate course such as an MBA) the student must achieve an overall points score of 70%.  Spreadsheets are used to record and work out final scores to ensure objectivity as far as possible.  This system produces individual study scores and an overall score which gives students a clear picture of their achievement.  In a similar fashion to IELTS, this assessment system measures the students’ level of proficiency in academic English.

If you or your team members wish to find out particular details of our assessment tasks and procedures, you may contact the Curriculum Coordinator at LTULC who will be able to answer questions related to standards for the awarding of the LTULC EFS Stage 5 Certificate.  Every student who enters a La Trobe University degree course after completing a course at the Language Centre is required to achieve this certificate.    

Yours sincerely

USHA RAO

Acting Director

