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Ref. DVC:274/01

20 June 2001

By facsimile: 6277 5706

Mr J Carter

Secretary

Employment, Workplace Relations,

Small Business and Education Committee

Parliament House

CANBERRA  ACT  2600

Dear Mr Carter,

Inquiry Into Higher Education: Submission of Dr Waring
I have been asked by the Vice‑Chancellor, Professor Ian Chubb to reply to your letter dated 18 May 2001, concerning the submission of Dr Waring.

Dr Waring makes a series of general submissions and some specific submissions concerning the company Biotron Ltd.  

Taking the general submissions first, this University has made submissions and public comment concerning the lack of funding for research programs and I do not intend to canvass those again here.  Dr Waring has personal views about the difficulties that might arise from commercialisation of research.  Dr Waring is entitled to his personal views.  The University has indicated its views about funding and commercialisation issues in its submission dated March 2001.

In relation to Dr Waring’s comments about Biotron Ltd, there are a number of issues that I will comment upon.  

1. Transparency of Arrangements Between ANU and Biotron
As I indicated in my letter to the Committee dated 17 May 2001 the arrangements between Biotron and the University are set out in detail in the prospectus for Biotron.  I refer the Committee to the earlier comments that I have made.

2. Exclusive Access to JCSMR Research
I indicated in my 17 May 2001 letter that Biotron does not have exclusive access to the all of the research carried out at the JCSMR.  As I stated there “the arrangements have little impact on the overall research activities of the JCSMR as the bulk of the research carried out at the JCSMR is unrelated to any arrangements with Biotron”.

3 Conflict of Interest
The arrangements between the University and Biotron are apparent from the Biotron prospectus.  University academics are entitled to pursue interests related to their research areas even though that may be through bodies external to the University.  There are rules and guidelines relating to such external work and, in the case of any University employees at the JCSMR, the Director of the JCSMR monitors work being undertaken in relation to any Biotron project to ensure it fits within the University’s guidelines.  

4. Infrastructure for Biotron
The University is not funding any Biotron infrastructure.  Any arrangement for the use of University space is subject to commercial agreements with Biotron.

5. Pressure on Other Staff
This University rejects absolutely any suggestion that research within JCMSR or other parts of the University is affected by arrangements with Biotron.  If researchers within the University wish to pursue projects either in competition with the projects that are funded by Biotron or that might otherwise have some impact on Biotron matters they are free to pursue those projects if they so wish.  As I indicated in my 17 May 2001 letter it is very misleading for allegations to be made that imply that research at the JCSMR is compromised by the relationship between Biotron and the University.

This University recognises that many benefits in the past have failed to flow back to universities from the commercialisation of ideas that have originated in universities.  There is no magic formula to determine what is the best arrangement for establishing companies to commercialise university research and it is fair to say, internationally, that these areas are at the forefront of issues confronting universities.

This University is examining the matter in a responsible and transparent manner and is developing policies to ensure that any commercial arrangements continue to be compatible with the University’s public research functions as well as undertaking a share of responsibility to promote the commercialisation of Australian science by Australians.

If the Committee requires any further information, please do not hesitate to contact me.


Yours sincerely,


J. A. Richards


Deputy Vice-Chancellor


