Dear Sirs,

I have just been informed of this inquiry.

I have a daughter who has an IQ141.  She is 8 years old and is being denied

acceleration due to her being immature in the eyes of the receiving teacher.

She also has ADHD and is a visual spatial learner.  As far as the school is

concerned - she is put in the too hard basket.  This is a school that says

they have gifted education.

I have found that many schools who say they have gifted education, may in

fact have one teacher who understands it.  And they find it very difficult

to get the other teachers to understand what "gifted education" really is.

These children could be our future brains trust.  Instead many of them are

being held back, mainly in my opinion due to ignorance.

We live on the Gold Coast in Queensland.  I have been told by more than one

school that they don't believe in acceleration, children should stay with

their age peers, only well behaved children can be gifted, all children are

gifted plus many other comments that through research has been proved to be

wrong for these children.

We have no real facilities for these children on the Gold Coast, however, I

am aware of at least 20 children who live here who would be classed as

Gifted, in my small world, I believe there must be others.

No private or state school, really knows how to cope with them. I have even

been told to home school my child!  This is not an option, financially or

logically, she is a very social child (be it unusual) who needs to

stimulated socially, emotionally and academically.  This is not happening at

the moment.  She is learning not to learn.

I believe that not enough is being done for these children state wise or

commonwealth wise.  It is imperative that more is done, these school's need

to be dragged kicking and screaming into the 22nd century.

If we want to be known as the smart country, we need to start earlier than

later.  By high school or university these minds have been numbed.  They may

well be lost for ever!

I would like to add more to this and have made this more business like, but

time has alluded me.

If you would like further comments please do not hesitate to contact me.

The story of my child is long, but interesting.  I have been researching

giftedness for over 4 years now.  However,  teachers and the schools do not

seem to believe the research, they keep wanting to keep these children down.

I believe they are a minority that are being abused by our school systems.

If this happened to any other group it would be a case for action.  Now is

the time for action for our gifted.

Kind regards

[NAME AND ADDRESS SUPPLIED]

