Senate Committee Inquiry Submission (Feb - 2001)

Email: eet.sen@aph.gov.au


Name:
Linda Brown
Phone: 

Postal Address:
 48 Cook Road Killara  NSW
Postcode:  2071

Questionnaire
Options
Answer
1. Does your gifted child have access to an appropriate education?
Y/N
[Y]

2. Do you feel that regular teachers at your school have the training that is needed to
Y/N
[Y]

teach gifted children?







3. Part of the Governments Strategy for the education of gifted & talented students is that: Y/N
[Y]

After 1995 all schools, where feasible, should seek to employ at least one teacher who  

has training in the education of gifted & talented students. 

Are any of the teachers at your school trained in the education of gifted & talented students?


4. How many teachers in your school appear to understand the academic, social &
A/B/C
[B]

emotional needs of the gifted child?


A = No teachers
B =Some teachers
C=All teachers

5. How many teachers in your school are approachable with respect to gifted issues?

A/B/C
[B]


A = No teachers
B =Some teachers
C=All teachers

6. Does your school use a procedure to identify students of high potential?

Y/N
[Y]

7. Is it common for gifted children in your school to receive a curriculum that is
Y/N
[Y]

different to the non-gifted students in the classroom?


8. Is accelerated progression through grades an option for gifted students at your school?
Y/N
[N]

9. Which subject(s) are taught using ability grouping?
A/B/C/D/E
[E]

A=None
B=Maths
C=Reading
D=Other
E=More than one subject


10. Does your school provide mentorships for gifted students?

Y/N
[N]

11. Do you believe that your gifted child's education has been damaging to his/her social
Y/N
[N]

& emotional well-being?

12. Please indicate which of the following you believe would assist gifted children in your school:

a) All teacher qualifications include training in the education of gifted & talented students
Y/N
[Y]

b) Implementing a procedure to identify students of high potential 

Y/N
[Y]

c) Ability grouping in regular classes

Y/N
[N]

d) Allowing accelerated progression through the grades

Y/N
[N]

e) Compacting curriculum within regular classes

Y/N
[N]

f) Providing mentorships for gifted students 

Y/N
[Y]

g) Special classes for gifted children to allow compacting of curriculum 

Y/N
[Y]

& enrichment opportunities

h) Extra funding for gifted education

Y/N
[Y]

Append any other comments below this line:

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I am satisfied with the education provided to my child so far but I pay for it (it is a small private school that only caters for children aged 3 - 8, preschool through to Year 2).  I am concerned about the options for the future for my daughter who will progress to Grade 3 at a local government school.

Prior to implementing change there has to be a huge cultural and community change in the public perception of gifted children.  Australia is so pro sports but not particularly pro brains.  (Look at the adulation Don Bradman is getting, what a shame our scientists don’t get the same treatment).I am extremely wary of raising the subject of my daughters giftedness with parents or teachers.  Often the attitude is “all mothers think their children are bright”.  If I had a disabled child and said to a health care worker or teacher “I think my daughter has a problem” I would be provided with all sorts of support and opportunities (mostly funded by the government).  If she has special needs the other way (and not catering to these needs will result in real problems) there is very little opportunity and I need to pay for it.  We have chosen to do this and fortunately with both working can do so.

For the children of lower income families or children with a combination of giftedness and disability (ie poor written skills) or under achievers they basically don’t have a hope.

We live in Sydney where there are some courses available at PLC Croydon etc. $400 for a 10 week course plus extensive traveling etc., we chose to support those but we would be in the affluent minority.  There would be no opportunities provided to children in rural areas or from low socio-economic backgrounds.  (I would imagine testing and support for children of illegal immigrants would not be given any consideration!)

My husband constantly reminds me that I can’t have high expectations from the Education system.  Channeling funds into a minority group is seen as inequitable to the majority.  It is a shame that the goal of education seems to be to dumb down everyone to an achievable bench mark level.  Even “top of the class” is an expression that is banned.

I don’t believe accelerated progression is sufficient.  What is the point in doing the curriculum of a group a year or 2 older unless support is given to doing the extraordinary and achieving goals that the child is passionate about.

I am not sure what the answers are. The major one is certainly allocating greater funds to identify all gifted children and giving them the opportunity to extend themselves for the benefit of the individual and the community.  There also needs to be some education provided to all about removing the stereotyping of giftedness and preventing the cutting down of the tall poppies.

Hope something improves,

Linda Brown
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