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I currently have a gifted child attending primary school in the Catholic education system. My reason for providing this submission is to provide you with information (from a purely personal perspective), which is best done by relating our family’s experiences in our quest for answers. 

MY EXPERIENCE WITH THE CURRENT PROVISIONS FOR GIFTED STUDENTS IN TASMANIA HAS BEEN AS FOLLOWS:

Our eldest child (a boy aged 6), has only recently been formally identified by an Educational Psychologist as being highly gifted. This news was initially greeted by myself and my husband with shock then relief, followed by some disdain and frustration, in that it had taken so long for our son’s unique abilities/personality traits etc to be identified. 

As parents we were very pleased that we had finally found a reason for our son’s unique behaviour/ emotional difficulties etc. Over the years, we knew there was ‘more than met the eye’, but no suggestion was ever made that the behaviour he was exhibiting could even possibly be due to the fact that he may be a gifted child. This was despite the fact that since becoming aware of his giftedness, all the literature I have since read, has listed numerous traits/characteristics, many of which our son has exhibited since birth, which were indicative of a gifted child. 

Following is a brief list of the people we have had contact with over the years with whom we have discussed our son’s behaviours/needs:

· his Paediatrician;

· our family doctor;

· the numerous child health nurses;

· the Social worker at a Government Family ‘Assistance’ Centre;

· the Social worker at a Family Health Centre;

· the Social worker taking a Parent Effectiveness Training Course at the local Family Resource Centre my husband and myself both attended;

· the Government Child Care Centre he attended for 2 years; 

· the Speech Pathologist at the local Hospital (where he received treatment for stuttering); 

· his current school, which he has attended for 2 years;

If just one of the many people we have had dealings with over the years, had even suggested the possibility, we may have been able to investigate sooner and many years of heartache for both our son and our family may have been avoided. 

To think that we, as his parents, were also unaware of the possibility indicates to me that there is much more that can be done to increase knowledge by improving the dissemination of information regarding gifted children to all sectors of the community. Whilst we were aware our son (amongst other things) displayed some amazing abilities with mathematics, this was effectively ‘dismissed’ by his Grade Prep teacher who I believe thought that we were just another ‘one of those parents’ who thought our child was brilliant. Pity we relied on her ‘expertise’ in such matters, and didn’t push his need for more ‘mentally appropriate’ work further.

Because of these experiences, I believe there is an extreme lack of knowledge of gifted children and their associated needs, in many areas of both the general and professional communities, which is something I believe is clearly unacceptable.

It was only by chance that I recently stumbled across a website on the gifted, and after viewing this site, and subsequent discussions with members of the Tasmanian Association of the Gifted, we as parents made the decision to take our son to see an Educational Psychologist where a formal assessment was made.

We are thankful that we have now found out the reasons for our son’s unique personality/emotional difficulties etc, and we were excited that as we had finally found a reason, we could now move forward and in conjunction with our school work together to find solutions to enable our son the right to have a more fulfilling life. 

It is only very early days, but it was with some naivety that we believed that by having this knowledge we could finally help our child, unfortunately we were not to know what lay ahead.

· Our meeting with our son’s principal and current teacher was held just last week. While it is obvious I cannot begin to explain the ‘policy’ of the school, I am able to say that comments were made that led us to believe that we have a very long way to go in our quest of obtaining (amongst other things), suitable provision of education for our child. It is my belief that the school feels confident that as there is a policy on education of the gifted, this enables them to provide ‘handouts’ to parents, very briefly cover what it contains and that this will be enough. Unfortunately, it is our belief that no real effort or real understanding accompanies such ‘documentation’, with the apparent conclusion that there is some real uncertainty as to whether or not the individual needs of our son will even partially be catered for. 

· We have begun searching our local area to see what other educational options are available, and after a number of phone calls to both Government and private educational institutions, to date it appears that we are only just beginning to find out the difficulties we will have in providing a suitable educational environment for our child.

· Some schools have not returned my calls as promised.

· A state school vice principal advised (by phone) that after seeking more information regarding my query (essentially, ‘what provisions could their school provide my gifted child’), he asked where we lived, which was followed by a comment to the effect, that as we lived ‘outside’ of their school’s area, our son was unable to attend. (My belief was that this ‘out of area policy’ was no longer current, if so, why was this reason given??) 

· A meeting I had with a Government school Principal today, also confirmed my belief that while most schools say that they can provide what is needed for a gifted child, it appears that due to lack of knowledge and resources (ie staffing/funding), it is unlikely that there is much that they can offer.

· I have a meeting tomorrow with the Principal of a larger independent school. While this school appears to have better provisions for the needs of our son, it is very expensive, and our financial circumstances may preclude us from enrolling him there. To think that our son’s educational/emotional needs may be compromised due to lack of finances, distresses us deeply. Financial implications are compounded given that our second child, a daughter (aged almost two), is also showing similar traits/abilities and if she does later prove to be gifted, will also require such specialized schooling.

I SEE THE FOLLOWING AS THE MOST IMPORTANT ISSUES, (WITH SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPROVING SERVICES AVAILABLE TO GIFTED STUDENTS) WHICH SHOULD BE ADDRESSED BY THIS SENATE ENQUIRY: 

1) To improve the lack of knowledge/understanding of the gifted in all sectors (community/teaching profession/medical profession etc.)

· Misconceptions of what being gifted is and what it means to the individual,   family and community.

· Lack of empathy for difficulties the gifted face, particularly in a ‘regular’ classroom where little if any provisions are made to enable the gifted child to reach his potential, by providing an education that suits his needs.

2) Lack of funding for the education of these unique children. 

· There appears to be serious inadequacy particularly in this area, which seriously impacts on the educational/emotional needs of these children. 

· The inequality of funding allocations to certain groups, in that it is provided to those of lower ability/disabilities etc (whilst obviously required and deserved), but is not provided to gifted children, who along with their academic needs may also require special assistance in areas ie emotional/social etc.

3) Improve the educational opportunities for teachers, to enable more teachers to study gifted education.

· There needs to be a more coordinated approach to the provision of special programmes within schools (whether private or state).

· Provision could also be made for a governing body to oversee all schools in how they are managing the educational programme of the gifted child. Support/assistance should also be provided to schools, which no doubt at times, feel they are going it alone, being under resourced, under funded, with fewer teachers doing more work.

4)
Increase the support provided for families of the gifted, both financially and emotionally.

· These children can place extraordinary pressure on parents and families. Relationships, financial and mental health issues are very important areas to consider, given the complications that can arise (with associated financial implications) with families in crisis.


My only hope is that by having this Senate Enquiry, something will be done sooner rather than later to help these children live rewarding and fulfilling lives, developing into the unique people they could be, instead of a ‘shell’ of their potential due to the lack of opportunities.

Thank you for allowing me the opportunity of providing my views to this very worthwhile Senate Enquiry. 

The gifted have a chance to make a real difference to their community/society/world, yet we as a country do not seem to value their existence, primarily by not providing adequate support for these unique people.

We as a country can rectify this………. we, as a people must. 
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