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[NAME AND ADDRESS SUPPLIED]

Questionnaire
Options
Answer
1. Does your gifted child have access to an appropriate education?
Y/N
[N]

2. Do you feel that regular teachers at your school have the training that is needed to
Y/N
[N
]

teach gifted children?







3. Part of the Governments Strategy for the education of gifted & talented students is that: Y/N
[N
]

After 1995 all schools, where feasible, should seek to employ at least one teacher who  

has training in the education of gifted & talented students. 

Are any of the teachers at your school trained in the education of gifted & talented students?


Answer

One is currently in training and we have over 1500 students, K – 12

4. How many teachers in your school appear to understand the academic, social &
A/B/C
[B
]

emotional needs of the gifted child?


A = No teachers
B =Some teachers
C=All teachers

Answer

The one in G&T training and one of the psychologists who works half time.  There may be others but I haven’t heard about them.  There are certainly many who don’t have any idea.

5. How many teachers in your school are approachable with respect to gifted issues?

A/B/C
[B
]


A = No teachers
B =Some teachers
C=All teachers

6. Does your school use a procedure to identify students of high potential?

Y/N
[
]

Answer

The is no screening but individual children may be tested with WISC3 etc

7. Is it common for gifted children in your school to receive a curriculum that is
Y/N
[N]

different to the non-gifted students in the classroom?


8. Is accelerated progression through grades an option for gifted students at your school?
Y/N
[N
]

9. Which subject(s) are taught using ability grouping?
A/B/C/D/E
[
 
]

A=None
B=Maths
C=Reading
D=Other
E=More than one subject


Answer

I don’t know about the junior school but there is no streaming at high school until part of the way through year 9 for maths, and in year 10 for science and English as well.

10. Does your school provide mentorships for gifted students?

Y/N
[
N 
]

11. Do you believe that your gifted child's education has been damaging to his/her social
Y/N
[Y
]

& emotional well-being?

Answer

Severe depression has been the outcome more than once at primary school.

12. Please indicate which of the following you believe would assist gifted children in your school:

a) All teacher qualifications include training in the education of gifted & talented students
Y/N
[Y
]

b) Implementing a procedure to identify students of high potential 

Y/N
[Y
]

c) Ability grouping in regular classes

Y/N
[Y
]

d) Allowing accelerated progression through the grades

Y/N
[Y
]

e) Compacting curriculum within regular classes

Y/N
[Y
]

f) Providing mentorships for gifted students 

Y/N
[Y
]

g) Special classes for gifted children to allow compacting of curriculum 

Y/N
[Y
]

& enrichment opportunities

h) Extra funding for gifted education

Y/N
[Y
]

Append any other comments below this line:

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I looked at making a submission in December but couldn’t find the recommendations from the previous Senate Inquiry in 1988.  I thought it would be good to see how far we had come with the recommendations.  I know we don’t have a specialised institute like the Australian Institute for Sport in Canberra and that was one of the recommendations.  I know we have some postgraduate training for teachers in NSW, but none in WA where I live.  

We know more and more about G&T persons, but we put less and less of it into practice.  

I was one of the first “Music Students” in Perth Modern School in Western Australia in 1969, when WA was touted as being the most progressive state in Australia.  That programme still runs in some form but I don’t know what criteria are used for entry or how students are integrated into the rest of school life.

AT the time of the last Senate Inquiry into G&T the State Government was trying to dismantle the extension and challenge initiatives in primary school from yrs 3 – 7.  As a result of lobbying by the public and an individual submission the cut backs were reduced to the pull out programme for years 3 and 4, now being offered to years 5 to 7.  The full time classes for upper primary were dismantled along with the extensions programme in lower secondary school.  A full time programme for lower secondary (7 – 10) was offered in about 30 students / year group, in few schools to few  schools.  The advertising for the secondary programmes last year showed this to be much reduced now from 10 school to about 4.

In 1995 I was nominated form The Gifted and Talented Children’s Association of WA to be a member of the State Advisory Committee on Gifted and Talented Students set up in 1993.  After sitting for 18 months the committee was discontinued without notice when the role of G&T Coordinator for WA was taken up by a new incumbent.  Even this position is now nonexistent as far as I can tell.

I work at a university and there is no sense her of encouraging high flyers, curriculum compacting, early entry or other appropriate provision.  There is a University in Perth that now has a secondary college attached and is trying some early entry provision but I am unsure of the philosophy behind the programme.

Where are we now in WA?  From my point of view further behind than we were in the early 90’s or late 70’s.

What will happen with a new state government?  I don’t know.

When my daughter started high school in 1997 I sent her to a private school because I thought she would disappear through the cracks at a government school.  Not only is she gifted but she has learning difficulties.  “We”, the school psychology service, the school and myself, have know this since year 2 when she was tested.  Tests were repeated in year 7, and year 9, and in year 10 it was recognised that not only was there a problem but that it could be recognised, and in some way compensated for.  Communication between the teachers and the sschool psychologist is continuing.  The psychologists are grateful for any information that I have been able to supply to them about G&T or Learning Disabled G&T.  They have even asked for more.  At present I feel more of my daughter’s needs are catered for than ever before but is this enough?  Is some of the damage done earlier able to be overcome?  

Last year when my daughter went prancing about at the beach examining hand prints and foot prints and comparing them to the other primates she was learning about in Human Biology at school, I felt a sense of relief that here was something that she was enjoying learning about and continuing in her own time.  Perhaps she will survive and head off into the adult world, retaining some of the sense of wonder and need to know, that she had as a preschooler.  I hope so.  How would it have been if her need to know could have been fostered in ways in which she could relate easily?  Would it have been better if the teacher had not chided her that her mother had taught her to subtract with borrowing, before the teacher got there, thus “ruining her lesson”.  Would it have been better if she could have mixed with a broader range of children to find her intellectual fit?  Would it have been better if I hadn’t been branded as an “Interfering Mother”?

Why did I spend every spare moment for 2½ years supporting families with gifted children?  Because they have no-one else and they need to know they are normal but not average.  They also need to know what to expect, what is possible, and to feel less isolated.

These children and their parents need your support and advocacy.  Not only do we need recommendations but we need some framework for action and a sense of ownership from all the stakeholders.  

I would very much like to talk with the committee if they come to WA.

Thankyou.

Questionnaire prepared by: Shirley Archer  62 Melbourne Rd, East Lindfield 2070  Ph: (02) 98807145


