






28 February 2001

The Secretary
Senate Employment, Workplace Relations,
Small Business and Education References Committee
Suite S1.61
Parliament House
Canberra   ACT   2600

Dear Sir/Madam,

Re:  Senate Inquiry into the Education of Gifted and Talented Children

I am writing as the parent of a gifted boy (age 11) in year 7.

His pre-school teacher recommended that he be assessed (which cost us about $350), and insisted that we needed to look beyond the closest school for a school that would be more interested in providing for his academic needs, and where it is ‘safe’ to be different from the ‘normal’ child.

We have been lucky in that the early years of schooling he had excellent teachers who were keen and able to extend him (‘laterally’ and ‘above level’ work), but as he progressed through the grades this has become much harder for his teachers.  The appropriate curriculum becomes more complicated and time-consuming to provide, and, in maths at least, is beyond the training of most primary teachers. 

In grade 5 our son tested in the top 10% of US Eighth Graders (similar to our Year 8) in English, maths and science.  Imagine expecting a normal year 8 child to spend each school day in a grade 5 class!

Ideally children this different from the normal IQ should be in a special class with similar children, just as children with IQ’s way below normal are deemed to need a different education. Where the school cannot provide an appropriate curriculum I feel that the child should have the right to access it from another source – particularly distance education (‘correspondence schooling’ and tertiary).  

At least our school supported us by encouraging our son to bring his high school maths to do in class maths time – both giving him more free time out of school (as he had been studying at home), and just acknowledging some of his ability.  I have talked to many other parents of bright children – sadly many schools insist that all children in Grade ‘x’ must do only the work set for grade ‘x’; at these schools my prep child who loved to do additions with regrouping of numbers in the millions, (who also knew how to write Roman numbers over a million) would have spent his maths class ‘learning’ the numbers 1-20 for half a year.  

I know of many other children who are well ahead of the curriculum – but their school usually is not aware of the child’s level of knowledge, as most schools do not test children to see what they already know.

Yours faithfully,

[NAME AND ADDRESS SUPPLIED]

