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Questionnaire
Options
Answer
1. Does your gifted child have access to an appropriate education?
Y/N
[Y]

2. Do you feel that regular teachers at your school have the training that is needed to
Y/N
[N
]

teach gifted children?







3. Part of the Governments Strategy for the education of gifted & talented students is that: Y/N
[Y
]

After 1995 all schools, where feasible, should seek to employ at least one teacher who  

has training in the education of gifted & talented students. 

Are any of the teachers at your school trained in the education of gifted & talented students?


4. How many teachers in your school appear to understand the academic, social &
A/B/C
[B]

emotional needs of the gifted child?


A = No teachers
B =Some teachers
C=All teachers

5. How many teachers in your school are approachable with respect to gifted issues?

A/B/C
[C]


A = No teachers
B =Some teachers
C=All teachers

6. Does your school use a procedure to identify students of high potential?

Y/N
[Y]

7. Is it common for gifted children in your school to receive a curriculum that is
Y/N
[
Y
]

different to the non-gifted students in the classroom?


8. Is accelerated progression through grades an option for gifted students at your school?
Y/N
[Y
]

9. Which subject(s) are taught using ability grouping?
A/B/C/D/E
[
 E
]

A=None
B=Maths
C=Reading
D=Other
E=More than one subject


10. Does your school provide mentorships for gifted students?

Y/N
[
Y 
]

11. Do you believe that your gifted child's education has been damaging to his/her social
Y/N
[Maybe]

& emotional well-being?

12. Please indicate which of the following you believe would assist gifted children in your school:

a) All teacher qualifications include training in the education of gifted & talented students
Y/N
[Y
]

b) Implementing a procedure to identify students of high potential 

Y/N
[Y
]

c) Ability grouping in regular classes

Y/N
[Y
]

d) Allowing accelerated progression through the grades

Y/N
[Y]

e) Compacting curriculum within regular classes

Y/N
[Y
]

f) Providing mentorships for gifted students 

Y/N
[Y
]

g) Special classes for gifted children to allow compacting of curriculum 

Y/N
[Y
]

& enrichment opportunities

h) Extra funding for gifted education

Y/N
[Y
]

Append any other comments below this line:

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Dears Committee Members,

Our son attends a private school, St Philips Christian College at Waratah, that does offer formal support for gifted children, both through acceleration, and also Opportunity Classes. However, locating a school that was able to offer some form of support for children that are different was a difficult task.

I find it surprising, even within this school environment, that if our son was suffering learning difficulties there are many more facilities available. Indeed there are any number of special schools for children with various special needs.

It is somewhat obvious that children that are blind, deaf or severely handicapped have a unique set of needs, and these are met to some extent. (I have not first hand knowledge of this area, and base this statement on the fact that I am aware of several facilities within the Hunter Region that address these needs, and also the relatively large number of remedial teaching positions within the system.

Why then isn’t it obvious that children that are gifted also have a unique set of needs ? or if this is obvious, why are specialized facilities and support mechanisms not available ?

If my son were a gifted athlete there are any number of identification processes available, and once identified he would be offered special coaching, clinics, and opportunities to develop this gift, and whilst a portion of this money comes from corporate sponsorship, Government assistance is also given to these sporting bodies.

The assumption that because my son is gifted he doesn’t need help or assistance is preposterous !

My son is 6 and is part of a year 3/4 Opportunity class. When he entered school he could read and do simple arithmetic. He is now doing year 6 maths.

A normal state school would not have been able to meet his special needs, even though our local primary school does teach year 6 maths ! Indeed, no Government School in our local area had the flexibility to meet his needs, though these same schools do have special teachers to support children with learning disabilities.

I know that these children are different, and may be relatively rare. Of course, I don’t think that anyone necessarily has a true picture of the distribution of giftedness within this country, so they may not be as rare within our population as gross, worldwide statistics would indicate !

In our efforts to avoid what many would see as an elitist society, we appear to be happy to discriminate against our gifted learners. The thought of grouping students based on ability, rather than chronological age, appears foreign to society as a whole, and the teaching community in particular.

I find it ironic that these same people will cheer for a gifted 14 year old swimmer at the Olympics when they are competing against people twice their age. Indeed, it is because of this very age discrepancy that as a nation we cheer even louder.

It is an unfortunate reflection on our society then that we do not support giftedness outside of the sporting arena, and to a lesser extent the arts.

This committee can obviously not change public opinion overnight on an issue like this, but as our elected leaders I do believe that it important that you have the courage to take a leading position on an issue of this importance.

The fact that historically special consideration hasn’t been given to this group of people, and that even so as a society we are OK doesn’t exhonerate us from making things better for those that come later.

30 years ago we didn’t have facilities like the Australian Sports Institute. Now we do, with affiliated facilities across the nation, and our medal tally in last years Olympics is testimony to the success of this program.

Ask yourself, in 30 years time, in this increasingly technical world that is rapidly evolving around us, would you like to still see Australia as just a great sporting nation, recognized much like Brazil and Chile as great soccer nations.

Do you want Australian’s to simply perform on the international stage as entertainers ?

As a nation we must surely aspire to bring out the best in all of our citizens ?

Please, PLEASE give our gifted students the opportunity to be able to compete on their international stage. Rather than having people aspire to work for Bill Gates, let’s at least try and develop the people that may be able to help create the Australian technology that will found the company that takes over Microsoft ! or develop the new art form that will take the world by storm.

I know there are stories of people and individuals who have succeeded and innovated in spite of the lack of such support. I wonder how many more stories there will be in 30 years time because the first tentative steps towards support were taken at the dawning of the new millennia.

I’m afraid I don’t know what the answer is. All I can see are the problems and frustrations of a little boy who can not absorb enough information because even in a school that offers some degree of support, they are not receive the support  necessary to provide the required resources.

Please help my son. Help future generations of Australian’s that carry the stigma of being smart !

Yours truly,

[NAME AND ADDRESS SUPPLIED]

Questionnaire prepared by: Shirley Archer  62 Melbourne Rd, East Lindfield 2070  Ph: (02) 98807145


